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11 June 2014 

 

      
 Report By:  Head of Legal and Property 

Services 
Report No:  LP/006/14  

      
 Contact Officer: Fraser Jarvie 

Managing Solicitor 
Contact 
No:  

01475 712121  

    
 Subject: Review of Wemyss Bay/Inverkip Taxi Licence Restrictions  
   
   
   

1.0 PURPOSE  
   

1.1 The purpose of this report is to seek the Board’s decision on the Council’s policy regarding the 
Inverkip/Wemyss Bay trading restriction currently placed on five taxi licences following a formal 
request to consider the matter made by the Board at its meeting on 11 December 2013. 

 

   
   

2.0 SUMMARY  
   

2.1 Inverclyde Council issues five licences to taxis to trade within Inverkip and Wemyss Bay. These 
licences are subject to the following condition:- 

 

   
 This licence authorises the within named Licenceholder to operate the undernoted vehicle (or 

such other vehicle as The Inverclyde Council as the appropriate Licensing Authority may 
approve from time to time) as a taxi within Inverkip and Wemyss Bay only, and that subject to 
the provisions of the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 and the conditions contained in the 
attached Schedule of Conditions. 
Without prejudice to the general terms of this licence restricting the operation of the vehicle 
approved under this licence as a taxi within Inverkip and Wemyss Bay only, the vehicle shall be 
permitted as a specific exception to that restriction to accept fares and pick up passengers in a 
public place within the remainder of Inverclyde if and only if the vehicle is returning to Inverkip 
and Wemyss Bay following the completion of a previous journey commencing in Inverkip and  
Wemyss Bay and running to a destination outwith Inverkip and Wemyss Bay, either within or 
outwith Inverclyde.  It is expressly stated, however, that the right to pick up passengers or 
accept fares shall not extend to accepting fares or picking up passengers from taxi stances 
designated by the Council as the Licensing Authority outwith Inverkip and Wemyss Bay. 

 

   
2.2 The proposal under consideration is that the above condition is removed permitting the five 

taxis to trade throughout Inverclyde with no restrictions on the condition the licenceholder 
agrees to permanently operate a multi-access (wheelchair accessible vehicle) on the licence. 

 

   
2.3 The Board may wish to note that two of the Inverkip/Wemyss Bay taxi licences are personal to 

the licenceholder and therefore non-transferable, and, in addition, one operator currently 
operates a wheelchair accessible vehicle on his licence on a voluntary basis. 

 

   
2.4 Consultation letters were issued to all Public Hire Taxi Operators, including the Wemyss 

Bay/Inverkip licence holders, Private Hire Vehicle Operators, and various shops, business 
premises, places of religious worship and educational establishments within Inverkip and 
Wemyss Bay. An advert was placed in the Greenock Telegraph requesting comments and 
information was placed on the Council’s website.  

 

   
2.5 Copies of responses received form Appendix 1 to this report.  

   
   



 
 
 
 
 
     3.0 RECOMMENDATIONS  

   
 It is recommended that:   
   

3.1 The General Purposes Board consider this report.  
   

3.2 The Board decide to:  
(a) Make no change to the Board’s current policy; or 
(b) Make such amendments to the policy that they consider appropriate. 

 

   
   

4.0 BACKGROUND  
   

4.1 Councillor Ahlfeld had requested that the Board re-visit the licence restrictions placed upon 
the Inverkip/Wemyss Bay taxis as part of a broader review into the provision of wheelchair 
accessible vehicles within Inverclyde. 

 

   
4.2 The Board have previously considered the vehicle specifications applicable to wheelchair 

accessible taxis. 
 

   
4.3 The Board may wish to note that, at the point of preparing this report, there are sixteen 

wheelchair accessible vehicles operating under licences with the compulsory condition that 
such a vehicle must be utilised on the licence. The Council issue twenty such licences, and 
the remaining four applications have been applied for and are currently being processed in 
accordance with the three month time restriction previously approved by the Board. 

 

   
   

5.0 RESPONSES  
   

5.1 There were responses from five taxi operators who have standard taxi licences, one taxi 
driver, one member of the public and the Inverkip and Wemyss Bay Community Council. 

 

   
5.2 The responses are against the removal of the licence restricition.  

   
5.3 The Board may wish to note that no responses were received from the Wemyss Bay/Inverkip 

taxi licence holders. 
 

   
   

6.0 IMPLICATIONS  
   
 Finance  
   

6.1 There are no financial implications  
   
 Legal  
   

6.2  There are no legal implications  
   
 Human Resources  
   

6.3 There are no Human Resources implications.  
 
 
 
 
 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 Equalities  
   

6.4 There are no equalities implications.  
   
 Repopulation  
   

6.5 There are no repopulation implications.  
   
  

 
 

 

 Fraser Jarvie   
 Legal Services Manager  
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