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1.0 PURPOSE 
  

1.1 The purpose of this report is to inform the Education & Communities Committee of an Education 
Scotland and Care Inspectorate external evaluation of Kilmacolm Primary School and Nursery 
Class. 

  
  

2.0 SUMMARY 
  

2.1 Kilmacolm Primary School and Nursery Class has received a good report from Education 
Scotland and the Care Inspectorate.  Members should note that in the indicators of quality five 
aspects of the school and nursery were judged to be ‘very good’, two aspects as ‘good’, three 
aspects as ‘satisfactory’, one aspect as ‘adequate’ and one aspect as ‘weak’.  The report was 
produced on 14 January 2014. 

  
  

3.0 RECOMMENDATION 
  

3.1 It is recommended that the Education & Communities Committee approve the report on 
Kilmacolm Primary School and Nursery Class. 

  
 
 
 
 
Albert Henderson 
Corporate Director Education, Communities & Organisational Development 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



4.0 BACKGROUND 
  

4.1 Kilmacolm Primary School and Nursery Class was inspected by Education Scotland and the Care 
Inspectorate in November 2013.  The inspection covered key aspects of the work of the school and 
nursery at all stages, identified key strengths and main points for action using the following six-
point scale: 
 
6 - Excellent – outstanding, sector leading 
5 - Very Good – major strengths 
4 - Good – important strengths with some areas for improvement 
3 - Satisfactory – strengths just outweigh weaknesses 
2 - Weak – important weaknesses 
1 - Unsatisfactory – major weaknesses 

  
4.2 Education Scotland and the Care Inspectorate assessed and reported on the views of parents, 

pupils and staff, the quality of learning and teaching, how well the school was raising achievement 
for all pupils, achievement in national examinations, the school’s processes for self-evaluation and 
innovation, the school’s capacity for improvement. 

  
4.3 The report was published on 14 January 2014.  It has been issued to staff, parents, local elected 

members and the Convener and Vice-Conveners for Education & Communities.   
  

4.4 Kilmacolm Primary School and Nursery Class is inspected under the evaluation frameworks “How 
Good Is Our School?” and “Child at the Centre”. 

  
4.5 In assessing the indicators of quality, Education Scotland and the Care Inspectorate found five 

aspects of the school and nursery to be ‘very good’, two aspects as ‘good’, three aspects as 
‘satisfactory’, one aspect as ‘adequate’ and one aspect as ‘weak’. 

  
4.6 The report lists four particular strengths of the school: 

 The strong strategic leadership of the headteacher which is successfully driving continuous 
improvement 

 Articulate, highly-motivated children who are learning very well and contributing to the life of 
their school and nursery 

 The school’s strong community links including the contribution made by volunteers 
 Strong teamwork and sharing of best practice which is helping to ensure high quality 

experiences for children across primary classes. 
  

4.7 The reports lists two areas for improvement: 

 Continue to develop curriculum as planned 
 Ensure activities in the nursery provide appropriate levels of challenge to meet the needs of all 

children and help them make progress 
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