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 Subject: Litter and Fly Tipping Fixed Penalties   
   
   
   

1.0 PURPOSE  
   

1.1 The purpose of this report is to advise Committee of the change in fixed penalty notices in 
respect of litter and fly tipping.  

 

   
   

2.0 SUMMARY  
   

2.1 The Scottish Government have written to all Scottish Local Authorities to advise new levels of  
litter and fly tipping fixed penalties. Appendix 1 

 

   
2.2 As of 1st April 2014 the current £50 Fixed Penalty notice will increase from £50 to £80 for litter 

and to £200 for fly tipping. Based on current Fixed Penalty levels this could result in a further 
£1,500 income a year. This income is within the Safer Communities budget. 

 

   
2.3 The Scottish Government will make a communications toolkit available to all Local Authorities 

through Zero Waste Scotland. This will be backed up by a national campaign in May 2014.  
 

   
   

3.0 RECOMMENDATIONS  
   

3.1 That the Committee note this report in respect of the increased level of fines for littering and fly 
tipping. 

 

   
3.2 That the Committee remit to the Head of Environmental and Commercial services to support 

the national publicity campaign at a local level.  
 

 
 
 
Alan Puckrin 
Acting Corporate Director 
Environment, Regeneration & Resources 



 
4.0 BACKGROUND  

   
4.1 Fixed penalty notices (FPNs) for litter and fly tipping were introduced under the Environment 

Protection Act in 1990 as a deterrent to littering and antisocial behaviour.  
 

   
4.2 Police officers and designated local authority officers have the power to issue Fixed Penalty 

Notices. Safer Communities wardens are currently designated to issue fixed penalties within 
Inverclyde. 

 

   
4.3 A person who is caught littering could be liable to a fine of up to level 4 on the standard scale 

(currently £2,500), if convicted at Court.  For fly tipping the penalty, if it went to Court, could 
be up to £40,000, and/or 12 months in prison, subject to conviction.  

 

   
4.4 On indictment a fly tipper can face a more severe penalty of an unlimited fine and/or up to two 

years imprisonment, which rises to five years in the case of hazardous waste. 
 

   
4.5 For lower level offences a person may be offered the opportunity to pay a fixed penalty. The 

current level of Fixed Penalty Notice is £50 for both litter and fly tipping. 
 

   
   

5.0 PROPOSALS   
   

5.1 The Scottish Government have written to all Local Authorities to advise that as of 1st April 
2014, FPN’s for litter will increase to £80 and for fly tipping to £200. 

 

   
5.2 This follows the draft litter strategy which indicated wide support in favour of increasing 

penalties. Scotland’s first National Litter Strategy will be launched in 2014.   
 

   
5.3 The Scottish Government are developing a communications toolkit which will be made 

available to all Local Authorities through Zero Waste Scotland. The new FPN’s will be 
supported by a national publicity campaign in May, this will also be backed up by the Clean 
up Scotland Campaign, Recycle on the Go and the Scottish Fly Tipping Forum’s Dumb 
Dumpers fly tipping incident reporting service.  

 

   
5.4 Inverclyde Council actively support local clean up campaigns and have been involved in Keep 

Scotland Beautiful’s National Spring Clean week and Clean Up Scotland campaigns.   
 

   
   

6.0 IMPLICATIONS  
   
 Finance  
   

6.1 No additional financial support will be made available to Inverclyde Council in respect of the 
new scale of FPN’s. The numbers of Fixed Penalty Notices issued in recent years have been 
relatively low and  the increase in charge would generate an additional £1500 per year.  

 



  
Financial Implications:  
 
One off Costs 
 

Cost Centre Budget 
Heading 

Budget  
Years 

Proposed 
Spend this 
Report £000 

Virement 
From 

Other Comments 

N/A 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Annually Recurring Costs/ (Savings) 
 

Cost Centre Budget 
Heading 

With 
Effect 
from 

Annual Net 
Impact £000 

Virement 
From (If 
Applicable) 

Other Comments 

Safer 
Communities 
 

Income 
 

14/15 
 

(1500) 
 

 
 

Based on the number 
of FPN issued in 
12/13 
 

 

 

   
 Legal  
   

6.2  Fixed Penalty notices will be collected by Safer Communities in terms of the Environmental 
Protection Act. 

 

   
 Human Resources  
   

6.3 This report does not impact on Human Resources.  
   
 Equalities  
   

6.4 This report does not impact on Equalities.  
   
 Repopulation  
   

6.5 Reducing litter and fly tipping can have a positive effect on residents and business 
investment. 

 

   
   

7.0 LIST OF BACKGROUND PAPERS  
   

7.1 A report indicating the scale and cost of litter and fly is available through the link below. 
 
http://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/LitterResearchReport 
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