
 

 
 

 
AGENDA ITEM NO:  5 

 

  
Report To: 

 
The Inverclyde Council 

 
Date: 

 
20 February 2014 

 

      
 Report By:  Acting Corporate Director 

Environment, Regeneration & 
Resources 

Report No:  SL/LA/1137/14  

      
 Contact Officer: Sharon Lang Contact 

No:  
01475 712112  

    
 Subject: Prohibition of Election Posters on Council Property - Motion by 

Councillor McIlwee 
 

   
   
   

1.0 PURPOSE  
   

1.1 The purpose of this report is to ask the Council to consider a motion by Councillor McIlwee, 
countersigned by Councillor Brennan, which has been submitted in accordance with Standing 
Order 22.  A copy of the motion is attached as appendix 1. 

 

   
   

2.0 SUMMARY  
   

2.1 The motion proposes the prohibition of election posters on Council property, including lighting 
columns, roadside verges and street furniture with immediate effect. 

 

   
   

3.0 RECOMMENDATION  
   

3.1 The Council is asked to consider the motion by Councillor McIlwee.  
 
 
 
 
 
Sharon Lang 
Legal & Democratic Services 



 
4.0 BACKGROUND  

   
4.1 The Council’s current policy was promulgated following a report by the then Director of 

Transportation & Roads in August 1996 and a copy of the original report is attached as 
appendix 2. 

 

   
4.2 Although this policy has been considered by officers on numerous occasions since 1996, no 

changes to the policy have been introduced.  The current guidelines which are issued to 
candidates and agents in advance of any election are attached as appendix 3. 

 

   
   

5.0 IMPLICATIONS  
   
 Finance  
   

5.1 There are no financial implications arising from this report.  
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 Legal  
   

5.2  There are no legal implications arising from any change of policy.  
   
 Human Resources  
   

5.3 The current policy in general terms complies with Health & Safety Best Practice.  
   
 Equalities  
   

5.4 There are no equalities implications arising from this report.  
   
 Repopulation  
   

5.5 There are no repopulation implications arising from this report.  
   
   

6.0 CONSULTATIONS  
   
 Roads  
   

6.1 The Head of Environmental & Commercial Services advises that the proliferation of election 
posters in the run up to any election process is distracting to motorists and pedestrians alike 
and also generates a sense of clutter throughout the roads network.  In addition, because the 
Council’s policy differs from that of the Trunks Road Authority, there is an inconsistent 
approach across Inverclyde. 

 

   



 
 He also advises that after an election has taken place, those who have displayed posters on 

street furniture are often slow to remove these, placing a burden on the Roads Service. 
 

   
 It should be noted also that the majority of Authorities throughout Scotland no longer allow the 

display of election posters on lighting columns and street furniture. 
 

   
 Returning Officer  
   

6.2 The Returning Officer confirms that he supports the comments made by the Head of 
Environmental & Commercial Services and indicates that the current policy leads to friction 
amongst those who are involved in the election process and can result in complaints from 
members of the public who are unhappy about posters being displayed in their street. 

 

   
   

7.0 LIST OF BACKGROUND PAPERS  
   

7.1 None  
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