
 
  Municipal Buildings, Greenock PA15 1LY 

  Ref: FD 
   
  Date: 7 February 2014 
   
   
I refer to the Agenda for the meeting of the General Purposes Board to be held on Wednesday 
12 February 2014 at 3.00 p.m. and attach paperwork relative to Item 2 (Revised Multi-Access 
Vehicle Specification) which was not available on the day of issue. 
 
 
 
ELAINE PATERSON 
Head of Legal & Democratic Services 
 
 
 
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
 

Enquiries to – Fiona Denver- Tel 01475 712109 
  

   
 



 

 
 

 
AGENDA ITEM NO:  2

 

  
Report To: 

 
General Purposes Board 

 
Date:          

 
12 February 2014 

 

      
 Report By:  Head of Legal Services Report No:  LA/1132/14/FJ/DS  
      
 Contact Officer: Fraser Jarvie 

Managing Solicitor 
Contact 
No:  

01475 712121  

    
 Subject: Request to revise Multi Access Vehicle Specifications  
   
   
   

1.0 PURPOSE  
   

1.1 The purpose of this report is to seek the Board’s decision on the Council’s policy regarding the 
vehicle specifications applicable to vehicles licensed as Multi Access Public Hire Taxis following 
a formal request to consider the matter made by the Board at its meeting on 11 December 
2013. 

 

   
   

2.0 SUMMARY  
   

2.1 A consultation was undertaken with all groups and individuals considered to have an interest in 
changes to the vehicle specifications. 

 

   
2.2 Consultation letters were issued to all Public Hire Taxi Operators, Private Hire Vehicle 

Operators, licenceholders of the Multi Access Public Hire Taxi licences, care providers within 
Inverclyde and national authorities on disability issues. An advert was placed in the Greenock 
Telegraph requesting comments and information was placed on the Council’s website. A report 
was also requested from the Council’s Head of Environmental and Commercial Services  

 

   
2.3 A copy of the report from Environmental and Commercial Services forms Appendix 1 to this 

report. Copies of other responses form Appendix 2 to this report. 
 

   
   

3.0 RECOMMENDATIONS  
   
 It is recommended that:  
   

3.1 The General Purposes Board consider this report.  
   

3.2 The Board decide to: 
(a) Make no change to the Board’s current policy; or 

      (b) Make such amendments to the vehicle specification policy applicable to Multi Access 
Vehicles that they consider appropriate. 

 

   
3.3 The Board consider placing a time limit on how long licences can be held without having an 

operational vehicle before the said licence is deemed to have lapsed. 
 

 
 
 
 
Fraser Jarvie 
Legal Services Manager 



 
 
 

4.0 BACKGROUND  
   

4.1 Councillor Ahlfeld had requested that the Board re-visit the decision of the General Purposes 
Board in January 2011 to grant the use of the Peugeot Premier and vehicles of its generic 
type on general public hire licences but not on restricted MAV public hire licences. 

 

   
4.2 A report by the Legal Services Manager proposing this request was placed before the Board 

at its meeting on 11 December 2013. 
 

   
4.3 The Board requested a consultation on the matter and that the Legal Services Manager report 

back to them at the February Board meeting. 
 

   
   

5.0 RESPONSES  
   

5.1 There were responses from a number of taxi operators who currently have licences for full 
sized MAVs:- Cathal McGhee, Paul Travers, John Murdoch, Kathleen Gilchrist, Mark Brown 
and Stuart Boyd. These are supportive of the Peugeot Premier being permitted to be licensed 
as a restricted multi access public hire taxi. 
 
Inverclyde Taxis, although not responding specifically to the consultation, have made earlier 
approaches to the Clerk to the Board supporting the introduction of the Peugeot Premier as a 
restricted MAV. 

 

   
5.2 In addition there was a response from Inverclyde Council On Disability, who wish to retain the 

current specifications but suggest the Council do more to ensure all current licences are in 
use and also promote the use of the Peugeot Premier within the rest of the fleet. There were 
also responses from Inverclyde Carers Centre, who are opposed to a change in specification, 
The Spinal Injuries Association and Quarriers. 

 

   
   

6.0 IMPLICATIONS  
   
 Finance  
   

6.1 There are no financial implications.  
   
 Legal  
   

6.2  There are no legal implications.  
   
 Human Resources  
   

6.3 There are no Human Resources implications.  
   
 Equalities  
   

6.4 The provision of Wheelchair Accessible Vehicles fits with the Councils and Boards equality 
outcomes. 

 

   
 Repopulation  
   

6.5 There are no repopulation implications.  
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