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PLANNING APPLICATION

Town & Country Planning (Scotland) Acts

The undemoaled applicant hereby makes application for Planning Permission for the development described on this form and the accempanying plans

1. Particulars of Applicant Particulars of Agent (if any) acting on
applicants behali:
Name. GOADA). DU, Lof . Name Bﬂ'ﬂﬁ' bovD pm"’.‘:‘.&?"""{ SoLuTIon
PRIEST S IDE FALR ElLEisCEigH?
Address . A e HE M T L B EL. L AD Address CATTLE. Hi L. FoA D
AL HACOLA Posicose PRI 4SP LILMALOLI  posteode  PIHI D Left
Telephone Number ..., e Telephone Number O[S’D.‘;Z?—%? T
Profesmon’TD‘—-}"3f’u"‘“l"\f"L

2. Description of Development
LELL T o) D T2 WIND. T WEEINES
(E;\JELC_OM EfLL MODEL)... —

Site Location . Pt EST SIDE | F'#HLH A’\JC_H&JJTI!EJL (&o.q.:) i ctrAcotl

SﬂeArea(hectares)......Q..r...(a.Q..(o.Si ........ Number of dwellinghouses proposed N A

New gross floorspace (sg. metres .. N{ A

see note 3

3. Application Type (Tick appropriate box/es)

(a) Permission in Principle [:l {c) Detailed Permission

-8

(b) Approval of Matters specified by conditions ]:i (d) Change of Use of land/buildings

(8) Other (PIEASESPECITY) ... cciiiisirsrinrsimrseeimssassainasersiesseszssnesessssvstsearson s sasmssassansnnsemssmssosesssss s specenss

4. Applicants interest in site (Tick appropriate box)

(38) Owner IE/(C) Tenant I:l

(b) Lessee [‘_‘] (d) Prospective Purchaser I:I
(€) Other (please specify) AT OF. At sl oaD 1N _ounpIH P
OF ADITAT BT A, edsion: &' Nuembes 2008
Revision 'B’ - December 2008
E Rewvision 'C’ - July 2009
om 1 Page 1 Revision ‘D’ - October 2009

Rewision 'E’ - Dacember 2009




5. Existing Uses

(a) Please slate the existing use(s) of the land/puildirgs: .._....... AL L AnAD..

(b) Was the original buiding erecied before 1t July 16487 p0 [ A - Yes/No

Has the original building been altered or extended Yes / No

If yes, please indicate nature of alteration / extension and if possible approximate dates

Ifthe land f buildings are vacant, please state |ast KNOWN USE. ..o e

6. Access Arrangements and Parking (Tick appropriate box/es)

{a) Not Applicable |:] (e) Number of existing on site parking places D

{b) New vehicular access proposed E/(f) Number of proposed on site parking places |:|

{c) :Existing vehicular access to be altered / I:] (@) Detail of any available off site parking D
improved

(d) Separate pedestrian access proposed D

7. Drainage Arrangements (Tick appropriate box/es)

{(8) Not Applicable E/(c) Connection to existing public sewer D
(b) Public Sewer D (d) Septic Tank ]:]

If (d), indicate method of disposal of effiuent (e.g. soakaway, watercourse etc)

8. Water Supply (Tick appropriate box/es)

{a) Not Applicable E/(c) Existing private supply D
{b) Public Main D (d) Proposed private supply D

If (c) or (d), please specify nature of supply source
and proposed StOrage AMANGEMENMTS. ... i e s et oo

9. Building Materials (Complete as appropriate)

{a) Not Applicable
(b) Outside Walis
{c) Roof Covering
(d) Windows

(e) Boundary Treatment
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see note 10

10. Landscaping

Is a landscapingftree planting scheme proposed? Yes D No E/

Are any trees/shrubs to be cleared on site? Yes I:] No IE/

If yes, please show details of scheme on a SITE PLAN

see note 1

11. Costings

What is the estimated costs of any works to be carried out? e

12. Confirmation

Signature of applieant/agent.................. | .o e
on behalfoféoa:paurpupw‘o Dateé‘/z'/ 13

CERTIFICATES UNDER ARTICLE 15 OF THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING

(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE)SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008

Either certificate A, B or C must be completed together with certificate E

CERTIFICATE A (To be completed where the applicant is owner of the whole application site including any
access visibility splays and land required for drainage systems or water connections)

I hereby certify that:

No person other than * myself/the applicant was an owner (refer to note (a)) of any part of the land to which the
application relates at the beginning of the period of 21 days ending with the date of the accompanying application

CERTIFICATE B (To be completed where the applicant does not own the whole application site including any access
visibility splays and land required for drainage systems or water connections)

| further certify that:

* have/the_gpslieant has given the requisite natice (Notice No.1) to all persons other than *+aysetf / the applicant
who at the beginning of the period of 21 days ending with the date of the accompanying application were (refer to
note {a)) owners of any part of the land to which the application relates.

Name{s) of Owner Address(es) Date of Service
f Notice(s)

PAVID. CONNELL.  High MATHEENOCL FALM L.

E PrOCHENTIBEL PofD A“/ 2‘/ K1

gt Ao OLA LA L3P

* Delete whichever is inappropriate
NOTE (a) Any person who in respect of any part of the land is the proprietor of the dominium utile or is the
lessee under a lease thereof of which not less than 7 years remains unexpired.
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CERTIFICATEC (To be completed in EVERY CASE)

| further certify that:

* (1) None of the land to which the application relates constitutes or forms part of an agricultural holding

* (2) 1 havelthe-applicant-hes-giventhe requisite notice fo every person other than myself/hi ho at
the beginning of the period of 21 days ending with the date of the application was a tenant of

agricultural holding any part of which was comprised in the land to which the applicati elates

These persons are: Date of Service

Name(s) Address(es) of Notice(s)
CERTIFICATED
| confirm that { have been unable to notify all parties under Certificates A, Band C
* Delete whichever is inappropriate
Signature of Asplisart/Agent .......... F ........................................
Onbehalfof... G OLRRNA ... PYN COT
CHECKLIST - The following documentation should be submitted:
please tick all boxes
WOAPPLICATION FORMS [:| DESIGN & ACCESS STATEMENT
] (National and Major applications only)
FOUR SETS OF PLANS
- [] PRE-APPLICATION CONSULTATION REPORT
EE (Where appropriate) {National and Major applications only)

WARNING
If any person issues a certificate which purports to comply with the requirements of Section 35 of The Town
and Country Planning (Scotland) Acts, and contains a statement which he knows to be false or misleading
in a material particular or recklessly issues a certificate which purports to comply with those requirements
and which contains a statement which is false or misleading in a material particular he shall be guilty of an
offence and liable on summaryconviction to a fine not exceeding level 3 on the standard scale.

Revision ‘A’ - Novemnber 2008
Revision ‘B’ - Oecember 2008
Revision *C' - July 2008
Revision ‘D' - October 2009
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SITE PHOTOGRAPHS
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REPORT OF HANDLING DATED 18 APRIL
2013



Inverclyde

council

REPORT OF HANDLING

Report By:  Guy Phillips Report No: 13/0036/1C
Contact 01475 712422 Date: 18" April 2013
Officer:

Subject: Erection of 2 No. 67 metre high (to blade tip) wind turbines at

Priestside Farm, Auchentiber Road, Kilmacolm

SITE DESCRIPTION

The site is in the countryside, between Port Glasgow and Kilmacolm, approximately 700m to the
north of Priestside Farm steading on Auchentiber Road. It is within the Green Belt and the Devol
Road Upland Site Of Important Nature Conservation (SINC). There are two lines of electricity
pylons running to the north and south of the site. Approximately 400m to the west, at High
Mathernock Farm is the site of a 67m high to blade tip wind turbine, granted planning permission in
August last year. There is a temporary anemometer mast on the wind turbine site at High
Mathernock.

Residential properties in proximily to the site include Auchentiber Farm to the west, High
Mathernock Farm, Priestside Farm, "Cauldside" and "Pennysteral”, Gryfleside Farm and Overwood
all to the south and "West Kilbride" and "Cunston Cottage” to the east.

PROPOSAL

It is proposed to erect two wind turbines, each with a height of 67m to blade tip. Access would be
by a Y shaped track to be formed off Devol Track, approximately 500m to the west. The access
track is also within the Devol Road Upland SINC site.

The planning application is accompanied by maps detailing location and context, topography,
theoretical visibility and cumulative impact, photomontages and wire frame diagrams and a
Landscape Statement, all to illustrate visual impact within a 15km radius of the site. Also submitted
are an Associated Infrastructure Assessment, Newt Habitat Survey, Bat Survey, Otter & Water
Vole Survey, Bird & Badger Impact Assessment and a Noise Impact assessment.

The maps accompanying the planning application illustrate that views of the proposed turbines are
possible from as far afield as Johnstone, Bonhill, Dumbarton, Cardross, Helensburgh, Roseneath
and Kilcreggan. Within inverclyde, long views are possible from Kilmacolm, Quarriers Village and
the eastern periphery of Port Glasgow.

Through their supporting information the applicant reaches the following conclusions:

1. The combination of the approved wind turbine at High Mathernock and those proposed would
elevate the level of cumulative impact within the area. Their uniformity and proximity would
maintain the impression of a single, uniform, development, preferable lo widespread and
mismatching developments in the future.



2. If suitable agreements can be put in place with the Roads Authorities for necessary upgrades,
the route to lhe sile can be navigated by vehicles carrying the components of the wind turbines.

3. There is no significant impact upen the three Scheduled Ancient Monuments within 2km of the
site; Pennysteral Farm Motle, High Mathernock Anti-Aircraft Battery and Craigmarloch Wood Fort.

4. The development would not be visible to Glasgow Airport's Primary Radar System or any military
radar installation.

5. The turbines are a safe distance away from a replacement line of electricity pylons proposed to
the north of the site.

6. Poliution threats, including upon private water supply, are minimal.

7. As the turbines are in excess of 10 rotor diameters from the nearest house, they comply with
Scottish Planning Policy on shadow flicker.

8. There is not anticipated to be any impact on communicalion systems.
9. There is no significant likelihood of any impact on Great Crested Newls.
10. Impact upon individual bats and bat populations is expected 1o be very low.

11. It Is considered unlikely that otters shall suffer any significant negative impacts from
construction works, the aperation of the wind turbines and their decommissioning.

12. The proposed turbines, access track, turning areas and crane pads will have an impact of very
low significance on the SINC habitats and to bird life using the area and no effect on badgers.

13. There is unlikely to be disturbance from noise.

The applicant has confirmed that the output from the proposed turbines is not for local need and is
to be fed into the national grid. The Planning Statement submitted with the planning application
confirms that an application has been made to Scotiish Power to connect {o either of the existing
11kV or 33kV overhead line networks.

LOCAL PLAN POLICIES
Local Plan Policy UT6 - Renewable Energy Infrastructure

In assessing proposals for renewable energy infrastructure, Inverclyde Council, as Planning
Authority, will have regard to the impact on:

(a) the natural environment and built heritage of the locality,

(b) the landscape, particularly when viewed from major transport corridors;

(c) residential amenity,

{d) tourism and leisure resources, particularly if within the Clyde Muirshiel Regional Park; and
{e) the operation of aircraft and telecommunications equipment.

Lacal Plan Policy UTBA - Wind Farms of 20MW and Above

Wind farms with an output of 20 MW and over will be supported where:
Wind farms with an output of 20MW and over will be supported where:



a) the objectives of international natural heritage designation are not compromised or where the
proposed development is likely to have an adverse effect:

= there is no alternative solution; and
- there are imperative reasons of over-riding public interest, including those of a social or
economic nature;

b) the cbjectives of national natural heritage designation and the averall integrity of the area are
not compromised or where any significant adverse effects on the qualities for which the area
has been designated are clearly outweighed by social and economic benefits of national
imporiance;

and where the proposed development:

c) s sited within the landform to ensure it does not have a detrimental effect on the landscape
and wider environment;

d) does not have an unacceptable adverse impact on the positive strategic assets of Clyde
Muirshiel Regional Park and the Wesi Renfrew Hills Scenic Area, such as:

i. landscape and visual amenity;
ii. tourism;

iii. recreation; and

iv. conservation;

e) does not have an unacceptable adverse impact directly on the built heritage of the area or its
setting;

f)  does not have an unacceptable adverse impact on biodiversity;

g) does not have an unacceptable impact on the water environment, including its quality,
guantity and ecological status;

h) does not lead to unacceptable cumulative impacts on the landscape;
i) does not have an unacceptable adverse effect on aviation interests;

and where:

i) in consultation with the relevant bodies, the presence of notifiable installations and exclusion
zones are taken into account when designing sites; and

k) in consultation with the relevant bodies, the presence of broadcasting and
telecommunications infrastructure are taken inta account when designing sites.

Note (1) These criteria would also apply to smaller scale wind farms (<20MW) which can often be
more easlly accommodated in the landscape, therefore, some of the areas that are not
suitable for strategic wind farms could be acceptable. It would still be necessary to protect the
environmental and built heritage resources and the local community by ensuring they were
designed and sited to incur minimum impact. Given the variety of combinations and sizes of
turbines that could be used to produce an output up to 20MW, it is likely that it will only be
possible to determine what is acceptable when specific applications are assessed.

Local Plan Policy UT6B - Small Scale Wind Turbine development

In assessing proposals for small scale wind {urbine developments, Inverclyde Council, as Planning
Authority, will be supportive where the proposed development satisfies the criteria of Local Plan



Policies UT6 and UTBA, where relevant, and will have regard 1o the impact on:

a) neighbouring/adjoining properties and residential amenity generally;

b) road safety;

¢) natural and built heritage resources in proximity to the site;

d) wildlife resources and habitats;

e) proximity to pylons and overhead power lines, and olher service
infrastructure; and

f) the landscape, especially when viewed from public vantage points, including
local roads,neighbouring seltlements, and when set against the skyline.

Lacal Plan Policy DS8 - Green Belt

There Is a presumption against development in the designated Green Beit, as identified on the
Proposals Map. Proposals will only be considered favourably in exceptional or mitigating
circumstances and where the criteria for development in Policy DS10 for the ‘Countryside’ can be
satisfied.

Local Plan Policy DS10 - Countryside

Development within the countryside (including the Green Belt) will be permitted only where it can
be supported with reference to the following criteria:

(a) itis required for the purposes of agriculture and forestry,

(b) it is a recreation, leisure or tourism proposal which is appropriate for the countryside and
contribules to the social and economic development of the area;

{c) there is a specific locational reguirement for the use and it cannot be accommodated on an
alternative site;

(d) it entails appropriate re-use of vacant buildings which it would be desirable to retain for their
historic or architectural character; or

(e) itforms part of an establishment or institution standing in extensive grounds; and

() it does not adversely impact on the landscape characler,

(g) it does not adversely impact on the natural heritage resource;

(h) it does not adversely affect the visual amenity of the area and is capable of satisfactory
mitigation;

(i) there is a need for additional land for development purposes, provided it takes account of the
requirements of the Structure Plan,; and

(iy it complies with other relevant Local Plan policies.

Local Plan Policy HR1 - Desighated Environmental Resources and Built Heritage

Development that would adversely affect, directly or indirectly, the natural or built heritage
resources lisied in Schedule 9.1 and where indicated, on the Proposals Map, will not normally be
permitied.

Having regard to the designation of the environmential resource and built heritage, exceptions will
only be made where:

(a) Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) will not be compromised;

(b) visual amenity and townscape will not be compromised;

(c) no other site, identified in the Local Plan as suitable, is available;

(d) the social and economic benefits of the scheme outweigh the lotal or partial loss of the
anvironmental resource;

(e) the developer has demonstrated that the impact of the development on the environment will
be minimised; and

(f) the loss can be compensated by habitat creation/site enhancement elsewhere, and where
there are satisfactory arrangements to achieve this.



CONSULTATIONS

CAA - No cbjections

NATS - CTC - No objections

MOD Safeguarding - No objections

BAA Aerodrome Safeguarding - No objections

Head Of Environmental And Commercial Services - No objections subject to conditions
requiring the submission of a drainage impaclt assessment, reserving the size and weight of
construction and maintenance vehicles, their route and number of trips and the submission of a

remediation scheme for roads and verges.

Head Of Safer And Inclusive Communities - No objections subject to conditions to control the
spread of Japanese Knotweed and any potential site contamination and to restrict noise.

West Dunbartonshire Council — no response.
Argyll And Bute Council — no response.
PUBLICITY

The application was advertised in the Greenock Telegraph on 15th February 2013 as there are no
premlises on neighbouring land.

SITE NOTICES

The nature of the proposal did not require a site notice.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Six written representations have been received, Including from Kilmacolm Clvic Trust.

The objectars are concerned that:-

1. The turbines dominate the skyline with a visual impact extending to many dwellings falling within
a 2km radius at Port Glasgow, Auchenbothie and Kilmacolm in addition to those in immediate

proximity to them. The joint campus school under construction in Port Glasgow is also impacted.

2. To grant planning permission in this instance shall result in a proliferation of wind turbines
spoiling the landscape in a disorganised and unplanned manner

3. In the appeal decision for the wind turbine approved at High Mathernock, the Reporter advised
that any future proposals would have to be assessed on their own merit including the cumulative
impact with existing turbines which would place a limit on the number allowed. He further advised
that his conclusion may have been different if a greater number of turbines were proposed.

4. The development shall create a three turbine wind farm.
5. Consultation is on going for a development of 10, 110m high wind turbines on a sile to the north

of the application site. Approval of that development and that under consideration in this planning
applicalion would result in two wind farms, approximately 2km apart.



6. The turbines are commercial in scale, not for domestic use, visually obtrusive over long
distances, have a differential speed range, cause shadow flicker and are inefficient.

7. Nearby houses shall be adversely impacted by noise and shadow flicker.

8.The Glasgow & Clyde Valley Landscape Assessment seeks to discourage the erection of
additional masts and tall structures In the hills.

9. Wind turbines should not be sited in the Green Belt.
10. The area shall become less attraciive o visitors.

11. Auchentiber Road carries a high degree of commuler traffic and serves as a short cut from Port
Glasgow to Kilmacolm.

12. Private water supplies and wildlife shall be adversely affected by the construction works.
Wildlife shall be further impacted by the rotor blades.

13.The applicanl’s assessment of the impact on migratory birds fails to mention the annual
congregation of large numbers of Bamacle Geese 1o the wesl of Cunsion Cotlage.

14. Construction of the turbines shall result in the release of CO2 .
15.There is a danger from potential ice throw.

16. Future methods of harnessing wind energy may render wind turbines obsolete within a short
timescale.

17. Fixed turbine technology is not commercially viable without government subsidy.
18. There shall be an adverse impact upon the values of nearby hauses.

19. There is no economic benefit to the local area.

ASSESSMENT

The site is located within the Green Belt, where Local Plan policies DS8 and DS10 apply. However,
as a renewable energy development which may be expected to be located In a Green Belt/rural
location, it is considered appropriate to assess the proposal against national and local planning
policy for such developments.

The general planning policy position, stemming from Scottish Planning Policy, is that planning
authorities should support the development of a diverse range of renewable energy technologies
and that developmenl plans or supplementary guidance must clearly indicate factors that will be
taken into account in decision making. The Government itself provides web based renewables
advice and this is reflected in the Council’s Interim Planning Policy Position Statement on Small
Scale Wind Farms, approved by the Safe Sustainable Communities Committee in March 2011.
This statement introduced a new Policy UTBB which identifies that the Council will be supportive of
development where the criteria of Policies UT6 (Renewable Energy Infrastructure) and UT6A (Wind
Farms of 20MW and above) have been mel and there has been regard to:

a) the impact on neighbouring and nearby properties and residential amenity generally;
b) road safety;

c} natural and built heritage resources in proximity to the site.

d) wildlife resources and habitats.

e) proximity to pylons and overhead power lines and other service infrastructure.



f) the landscape, especially when viewed from public vantage points, including local roads,
neighbouring setllements, and when set against the skyline.

Policies UT6 and UT6A require consideration of the polential impact on the operation of aircraft
and telecommunications equipment. | note, however, that the CAA, National Air Traffic Service,
BAA and the MOD offer no objections.

The policies also require assessment of the Impact on the natural and built environment,
landscape, and residential amenity, all of which are also addressed by assessment against Policy
UTBB (criteria a, ¢, d and f). Countryside tourism is inextricably linked to the quality of landscape
and views from public vantage points, and it is appropriate to consider this in an assessment
against Policy UT6B (criterion f).

Accordingly it remains to assess the application against the criteria listed in Policy UT6B with
reference to Scottish Planning Policy and other development plan policies as applicable.

a) Impact on neighbouring and nearby properties and residential amenity generally.

Policy UT6B requires development to have regard to impact on neighbours and general residential
amenity. There are 9 residential properties in the immediate area surrounding the site of the
proposed wind turbines. Potential impacts upon them arise from shadow flicker, noise and visual
impact. The Scottish Government's online advice "Onshore Wind Turbines" advises that where
separation is provided between wind turbines and nearby dwellings of 10 rotor diameters shadow
flicker should not be a problem. The necessary separation distance in this instance, therefore, is
440m, which the proposal satisfies (the nearest house is approximately 627 metres distant). The
proposal therefore accords with Government advice on separation for shadow flicker.

With respect to the issue of noise, there are no objections from the Head of Safer and Inclusive
Communilies.

Adverse visual impact is of most significance to those living closest to it and is a key factor in the
determination of the application. The photomontages submitted with the planning application are
taken at distances ranging between 860m and 4.78km. The wind turbines would be highly visible
from the closest dwellings set within an area of rolling countryside. At a distance of a litlle over
600m metres to the nearest house, | consider that the visual impact of large turbines will be of
major significance to residents living closest to them and forms grounds for refusal of the
application.

b) Road safety. There are no objections from the Head of Environmental and Commercial Services
on road safety grounds.

¢) and d} Natural and built heritage resources in proximity to the site and wildlife resources and
habitats.

The site is within a SINC and as such it also requires assessment against Policy HR1. The policy
advises that development that would adversely affect, directly or indirectly, listed natural or built
heritage resources will not normally be permitted. The proposal requires further assessment
against criteria (a) - (e) within policy HR1:

(a) Sites of Special Scientific Interest will not be compromised. The proposal does nol affect an
8S8| and is, therefore, acceptable in this regard. | accept the applicant’s conclusion that
the proposal has an impact of very low significance on the SINC habitats.

(b) Visual amenity and townscape. | shall assess this impact in detail under criterion (f) of
policy UTGB.

(c) No other site, identified in the Local Plan as suitable is available. While no other site has
been identified as suitable for large scale wind turbine development in this part of



Inverclyde's countryside, | do not consider that that provides any justification for granting
planning permission.

(d) The social and economic benefits of the scheme outweigh the total or partial loss of the
environmental resource. In determining the appeal for the wind turbine al High Mathernock,
the Reporter considered that the site has little conservation value. The application site lies
within the same SINC site and | am in agreement with the conclusion of the Habitat Study.

(e) The impact of the development on the environment will be minimised. | shall assess this
impact in detail under criterion (f) of policy UT6B.

(f) Loss can be compensated by habitat creation/site enhancement elsewhere on the
applicant's land. The site is small and habitat disruption may be compensated elsewhere.

Overall, | am satisfied that policy HR1 is not compromised.

e) Proximity to pylons and overhead power lines and other service infrastructure. Two existing
power lines run to the north and south of the site. | consider that there is sufficient distance
between the proposed turbine and overhead lines for safety not to be an issue.

f) The landscape, especially when viewed from public vantage points, including local roads,
neighbouring settlements, and when set against the skyline.

Criterion (b) of Policy HR1 and criterion {f) of Policy UT6B require consideration to be given to
visual amenity with particular reference to the experience of the landscape when viewed from
public vantage points, including local roads, neighbouring settlements and when set against the
skyline. The main public vantage points in close proximity are Auchentiber Road, the B788 and
Auchenbothie Road. The submitted photomontages demonstrate that the turbines are seen to
break the skyline from all of these roads. At a distance of around 600 metres from Auchentiber
Road, at its nearest point, | consider this breaking of the skyline to be of significance and 1o have
an adverse impact upon visual amenity.

Scottish Government guidance for assessing visual impact indicates that scale is a relevant
consideration, taking into account the significance of the landscape and the views, proximity,
intervisibility and sensitivity of visual receptors. | agree with part of the conclusion of the
Landscape Statement i.e. the combination of the approved wind turbine at High Mathernock and
those proposed would elevate the level of cumulative impact within the area. The remainder of the
conclusion of the Landscape Statement that uniformity and proximity would maintain the
Impression of a single, uniform, development, preferable to widespread and mismatching
developments in the future does not, | consider provide justification for further large scale wind
turbine development in this parl of Inverclyde’s countryside. As evidenced by the photomontages
and wire frame diagrams submitted with the planning application, the turbines would appear as
dominant elements in the landscape and be seen to break the skyline in numerous directions

| acknowledge the lines of pylons running to the north and south of the site as an existing element
of the landscape. Unlike wind turbines, however, these are a static feature. The turbines are, to
blade tip, higher and being animated features, are a greater visual intrusion. | consider this to be to
the visual detriment and experience of the landscape.

| consider the view of the Reporter in the determination of the appeal for the turbine approved at
the adjoining High Mathernock key to the assessment of impact upon views from further afield. He
took the view that a single turbine when viewed from Kilmacolm, Port Glasgow and further afield in
Argyll, would not be significant. Crilically, however, he also advised that his conclusion may have
been different if a greater number of turbines were proposed. The proposal would result in a
trebling of the presence of large wind turbines in this par of Inverclyde’s countryside. As evidenced
by the photomontages and wire frame diagrams, there is a significant and adverse visual impact
upon ihe views of ihe site from the boundaries of Port Glasgow and Kilmacolm.

In summary, while there are wind turbines elsewhere throughout Scotland which are significantly
higher than that proposed | consider that within the context of the local landscape, the presence of



nearby houses and proximity to the B788 road, the 67m high turbines, when added to the 67m high
turbine granted on appeal at the adjoining High Mathernock, have an adverse cumulative impact on
visual amenily and landscape character.

In response to the objeclors' concerns not covered by my assessment against the Local Plan:

The area shall become less attractive to visitors: Auchentiber Road is designated as a core
footpath, encouraging walkers info the countryside. Policy LR6 informs that the Council will seek to
protect and promote the ‘core path network' (both existing and proposed) and the other key themes
of the adopted Inverclyde Access Strategy. In determining the appeal for the wind turbine
previously granted planning permission at High Mathernock, the Reporter determined that the scale
of the development would be unlikely to discourage many people walking past on a through route.
He further determined that some individuals may regard the turbine as being of visual interest. The
proximity of the proposed wind turbines to that granted on appeal satisfy me that the Reporter's
view regarding potential impact on users of the Core Footpath remains valid.

Private water supplies and wildlife shall be adversely affected by the construction works — impact
upon private water supplies is, | consider, satisfactorily addressed by the Hydrology & Geology
section of the Associated Infrastructure Assessment and there are no objections from the Head of
Safer & Inclusive Communities.

Wildlife shall be further impacted by the rotor blades: | am in agreement with the conclusions of the
Newi Habitat Survey, Bat Survey, Otter & Water Vole Survey, Bird & Badger Impact Assessment
that there are no significant impacts upon wildlife.

There is a danger from potential ice throw: While there may be a small potential risk from ice throw
in cold conditions, | consider that this does not justify refusal of planning permission.

There shall be an adverse impaci upon the values of nearby houses: This is not a material
Planning consideration

There is no economic benefit to the local area: The fact that output from the turbines is to be fed
direct to the National Grid, for profit, determines that there is no specific requirement for them at the
location, however, given Government policy to suppori renewable energy, that does not provide a
justification for refusal of planning permission.

Given my unfavourable assessment of impacts upon visual amenity and landscape character |
consider the proposal fails to accord criterion (f) of Policy UT6B, and consequently Policy UT6
(criterion b) and Policy UTEA (criterion c).

DECISION

That the application be refused for the following reason:

1. The height and scale of the proposed turbines and their proximity to the wind turbine
granted planning permission at High Mathernock, nearby housing, Auchentiber Road,
Auchenbolhie Road, the B788, Kilmacolm village and the eastern part of upper Port
Glasgow have a cumulative impact in creating an unexpected and dominant collective
feature in this part of the Inverclyde countryside to the detriment of visual amenity and
landscape characler and thus contrary to:

a. Policy UT6 of the Inverclyde Lacal Plan, criterion (b) which requires regard to be given to
the landscape, especially when viewed from major transport corridors.



b. Interim Inverclyde Local Plan Policy UT6A, criterion (c) which requires turbines to be sited
within the landform to ensure that they do not have a detrimental effecl on the landscape
and wider environment.

c. Interim Inverclyde Local Plan Policy UT6B, criterion {T) which requires regard to be given {o
the landscape, especially when viewed from public vantage points, including local roads,
neighbouring seitlements and when set against the skyline,

Signed:

Case Officer: Guy Phillips

Stuart Jamieson
Head of Regeneration and Planning



CONSULTATION RESPONSES
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From; Windfams [mallto:Windfams@caa.co.uk]

Sant: 15 April 2013 09:26

To: Deyveant Planning

Subject: RE: Consultation Reguest - Priestside Farn, Auchentiber Road, Kiimacalm

Degr SerdMatlaim

Egmﬂie%ﬁﬂmﬁﬂlﬂﬂlmﬁruihﬂiﬂﬂﬂ,ﬂng&QHMWﬂMBﬁQﬂQMMM&@ﬂL&ﬂﬁME
{Scotland) Act 1557

Them i curranlty o high demnnd for CAA commant en wind turbing appicntione which meeeeds the capactly of tha
availatila resaurce jo respond 10 reduests within the mescales required by Local Planning Authodties, The CAA has
nn respansibiltles for pafegunrding sitns other thon s own properdy, and n consultadion by o Counnll 18 taken as o
request for clanfication of procedural matlars. Councils are reminded of their obligabions 1o consull [n accardance wilh
QDPIDIT Ciroutar 1RZOUZ or Scollish Governmwnt Clroular 272003, and i pariculan 1o consull with MATS and the
Ministry of Defence 83 well rs any aprodromas listed in Annex 3 of the above decuments, tehing nate of appropriate
guidance and pofcy decumentation. Shauld ihe Colnclt ke minded Lo grant consent 1o an applcation despite an
ohjaction from one of the bodies listad in tha clroulsr, then the requisite notifications should be mada

Whilst tha CAA mesmmands nll narodeoma ppomiomdlicensn holdars dovalop asencinind snfegunming maps and
ladge such maps with local planning autharibes, the CAA additionally encourages councils/planning authorbes o
undertnkn miovant conaulintion with knawn Inenl namdromns mgardiess of status or tho axisiones af any
zeradromelcouncil safequarding sgreement, including lotal Bmergency sarvice Air Suppon Linits {e.g. Police
Holicoptar or Alr Ambulanco),

Thiere ks an ntermalionnl civil aviation requiresant for ofl sliuctores of 300 Foel {814 melies)® or more o be charled
on aeronautical £harts, Mowever, on behalf of olher non-requiatory aviation stakeholders, in the interest of Aviation
Sololy, the CAM requosts Lhat ooy Teolurelsluclure 70 feot in buight, or grootor, sbove ground level @ nobified 1o he
Defance Geographic Centre |CGDEC-Prodal SAFDb@mod ulk. including the locstion(s), height{s)* and ighting status
ol the featurefstiuclure, thi eslimaled and sctual dates of consbruction and he maximum heighl of any conslrecbion
equipmant 1o be vsed, 8t least B wasks pror 1o The sten of construction, 1o allow for Ihe approprnte nolifcetion o the
yakavant avialion comimuentlios,

Any structure of 150 melmes” o mora musl De Nl in sccodzances with e Al Navigation Order and ehould bo
approprirlaly marked. Allhough if an aviation stakehaldar {including the MOD) made & requaest for lighting it ks highly
hikety that e CAS woulkd suppon such a regquesl, particularty il tho regueest fals under Section 47 of the Avialion Act,

Cumulative etects of lurhines may lead fo unaccepiable iImpasts in corain geographic areas.

The Minstry of Detente will advise on all matters alfecting mildary aviation,

Should the Council S8l Bave a speciiic query aboul 3 parboular aspect of this applicabion the CAA will halp In fhe
ciarifipntion of aylation matiere and reguiatory roquirements. Slio opamtom remaln recponsile for providing axpard
testimeny as to ahy Impact on their operations and the lack of a statement of abjection or support frem Lhe CAA
should not be taken to mean ol there are no aviation Issweos, or that o commani from on operator l2oks woight
Guidanca relaling lo e mpast of wiod udbines apon aviation con bo found al

Billn: sy caa.co yidnes/ 33T aRTES pal. More genens commant ralating 1o the CAA nvohvament in the plenning
process s doscabed of Dl Sevr oo s ok dec 33/0AP_GuidaneeOnGANPlannlngGansuluboo Bt

Yours Faittitully

~



K LIGHTOWLER
Spuadron Leader {HA6)

Surveilines ard Spactrum Menageman
Direclorato o Alrspach Poicy

Ciavil Aviatian Audbnnty

45.59 Kangsway London WEZB 67E

Tal (&) 7485 8534 Fax 020 7453 8565

wanstinrmsiesn.co.ulk

*The effective haighi of & wind Wwroine 15 the maximum heighl to Blade tp

From: Grant Kennedy [madte Grant Kennadvidnvercivde gov.uk ] On Behalf Of Devoont Planning
Sant: 27 Morch 2013 15:53

To: Windfarms

Subject: Consultabon Requast - Priestside Farm, Auchentider Road, Kilmacolm

Consultation Request - Planning Application Ref - 13/0026/1C
Please can you comment on the application detaied in the attachment.

Could you reply ot deveenl plonning@imeerelyde gov.ok

Inverclyde Council Eruail Discluime

This document should only be read by those persons 1o whom it is gddressed ond {8 not intended 10 be relied
upon by any person without subsequent writlen conlfirmution of its contents. Accordingly, Inverclyde
Cauneil diselaimn ol responsibility ged seeept no Tiohifity Gneluding in negheence) for the conseguences for
any person acting, of refrrining from seting, on such information prior 1o the reccipt by those peesons of
subseguent writien vonfirmation,

[ you have reeeived this F-madl message in emror, please notify us immediately by telephonce. Please also
destroy and delete the messape o vour eumputer,

Any form of reproduction, dissemination, copying, disclosure, moditication, distribution and/or publication
af ks Fome) message 15 stoetly prohibited,

Bilore Prinding conelder U environment.

Ths wrrsal arel wrry asllosymmnlis) e forsmithanesd e by B Infeoded reeptorie) oy, W imay sovdoin propskiry rasmal, sonlidantis
indarmintbnf patinr B aumjnck i kgt prviagn 1 yaioaem et an Intendod pedipient than plbia piomatly dalala 10 A-mail 8 Wl ma nng

pesucipdod alochrmedlle] sl nfonm o sordsr B should not bb copied, deciosud ba, olssnud ur wsl by, any other porke
Thank you

Peanas nole Tl Al panad Mmasnigos aans 10 ha Gl Rvation kuthonsy pe sibject B manSonng | inimmaphon 1o i) sme s




Dominic Martin

Safeguarding Assistant
% Ministry of Defence

Safeguarding — Wind Energy

Kingston Road
Defence Sutton Coldfield

Wesi Midlands B75 7RL
Infrastructure e
Organisation

Telephone [MOD]: +44 (0)121 311 2195
Facsimile [MOD]:  +44 (0)121 3112218

Our Reference: DIO/C/SUT/43/10/117947 E-mail: DIOOpsNorth-
LMS7a2b1@mod.uk

Your Reference: 13/0036/I1C

Mr Guy Phillips
Planning Department
Inverclyde Council

Cathcart House
ggae?c?caﬂ:t Sauare 19" February
PA15 1LS 2013

Dear Mr Phillips

Please quote in any correspondence: 17947

Site Name: Priestside Farm

Proposal: Erection of Wind Turbines

Planning Application Number: 13/0036/1C

Site Address: Auchentiber Road, Kilmalcolm

Thank you for consulting the Ministry of Defence (MOD) on the above Planning Application in your comrnunication
dated 7" February 2013.

| am writing to tell you that the MOD has no objection to the proposal.

The application is for 2 turbines at 67 metres to blade tip. This has been assessed using the grid references
below as submitted in the planning application or in the developers' your pro-forma.

Turbine 100km Square Letter  Easting Northing
1 NS 32615 72120
2 NS 32895 71815

The principal safeguarding concern of the MOD with respect to the development of wind turbines relates to their
potential to create a physical obstruction to air traffic movements and cause interference to Air Traffic Control and
Air Defence radar installations.



Defence Infrastructure Organisation Safeguarding wishes to be consulted and notified of the progression of
planning applications and submissions relating to this proposal to verify that it will not adversely affect defence
interests.

If planning permission is granted we would like to be advised of the following;

e the date construction staris and ends;
® the maximum height of construction equipment;
° the latitude and longitude of every turbine.

This information is vital as it will be plotted on flying charls to make sure that military aircraft avoid this area.

If the application is altered in any way we must be consulted again as even the slightest change could
unacceptably affect us.

| hope this adequately explains our position on the matter. if you require further information ar would like to
discuss this matter further please do not hesitate to contact me.

Further information about the effects of wind turbines on MOD interests can be obtained from the following
websites:

MOD: httg:ﬁwww.mod.ukaefencelniemet!MicroSitelDlONVhathDglOge[atlong_}MgggafgguaLdg'ng,btm

Yours sincerely

Dominic Martin
Safeguarding Assistant — Wind Energy
Defence Infrastructure Organisation

SAFEGUARDING SOLUTIONS TO DEFENCE NEEDS



From: ALLEN, Sarah ] [mailto:SambALLEN@nats, co.uk] On Behalf OF NATS Safeguarding
Sent: 12 February 2013 11:01

To: Deviont Planning

Subject: Your Ref: 13/0036/1C (Qur Reft W(F)16644)

Thie proposed developrineel les been exarriined Trom e techakcel saleguarbing asgeat ond does el conflicd with wor nafegperding
wiilisria, Actordimgly, NATS (B0 Roule) Pubbic Limlted Company {"NERL"] has no saleguarding obfection b the proposal.
Hawiser, plahss be avwaen that this reapanse applics specifically 0 tha abave consultabos and nely refiects the positian of MEdL
{ihat in resgonsiile far the manegemment of vn rosle sir waffic) based on the formation supphed bl te Bos of Ui application,
This Ietter aoes nat provide any indimtinn of the pastnn of pny ofner party, whetner they Be 80 nimor, AIFspece wter or

atmeraes I8 seenalng your Feapnoalilitg o ernare That 8l the aapenpriabe consaless ane irmpefly cobsulitisl,

1 any chenges are proposes b0 the informstion supplied ta NERL in regard o this spplication which became the basis of &
revised, amended or further appilcotion tar cpproval, thea as @ statutory consultoe NERL requlres that it be fuher censulted
an ony-such chanpes mriar to any planring permission or any consent being Fronta.

Yours Imithdully,

Saroh Allen
Technice! Administsslor
O Brehalt of HERL Sieguardimg CdTice

1! vou are not the intanded recipient, please notity our Help Desk at Email Information, SoluticnsSnais. co.uk
irrrmedlately, You should pok copy or use this emall or altachment{s) for any purpese nor disclese Lheir contents
to Iy athoe prosna,

NATS cumpute: sysbams may be monitoned ol communicalions carried o bhem recorded, to secyre the affective
vperabion of thi system,

Please note that fefther NATS nor the sendar secepts any responsibility for viruses or any 1osies calsed as &
result of viruses and L s your respongibility to scan or otherwise check thes enall and ay albechmentis.

NATS means RATS (En Routa) ple {company awmbar: 4129273} NATS {Services) |d {eompany number
4120270], MATSNAY Ltd {company numbar: 416359D) or WNATS Ltd (company number 3155567) or NATS
Holdings Ltd (company number 4138218). All companies are registered In England and their registerad office s at
4000 Parkway, Whiteley, Fareham, Hammpshire, PO15 7FL.

e



MEMORANDUM

Tao: David Astinan Dale: 26, February 2013
Davelopment Management

Fram: Farqus Maclaod Our Ref: C1.1m4P
Flanning Policy and Properly Manager

= 01475 712493 Your Ref:

Subjecl:  Erection of 2 Mo. 87 metre high {to blade tip) wind turbines at Priestside Farm
Auchentiber Road Kilmacolm

Malional Planning Guidaneg

Scollish Planning Policy (SPP) 2010 encourages the promotion of this scale of renewable
anergy, stating that:

“Mlanning outhorities should suppart the development of a diverse range of renewahle energy
technologies, quide development to appropriate locations and provide clarity on the Issues thar will be
takern inta account when specific proposals are asiessed.”

and

“_.Bevalapment plans should suppart alf seales of development assocloted with the generation of energy
and heat from renpwable sources, ensuring that an area’s renewable energy potentlal is reallsed and
aptimised In g way that rokes eccaunt of relevant peonomic, soclal, enviranmental and transport issues
and maximises heaefits. Development plans should suppart the wider application of medium and smaller
seale renewabie technologles...”

DRevelopment Plan

The proposed development lies within the Gresn Belt and the Devel Road Upland SING and Is
adjacent to the Core Path 378 at Auchentiber Road. Il therslore requires to be assessed agains
Policies DS8: Green Belt, DS10: Countryside, HR1: Designated Environmental Resources
and Bullt Heritage and LR6: Inverclyde Access Strategy of the adopted Inverclyde Local Plan
2005 as well as the Interim SPG for Wind Farms 2010 Policy UT6A: Wind Farms of 20MW and
Above (with parliculer reference lo Note 1) and Policy UT8B: Small Secale Wind Turbine
Deovelopment which supplement Policy UTE of the adopted Local Flan 2005,

The proposed development would be located just within the western boundary of the Devol Road
Upland SING which contains a number of vared habilals. Care would, therafore, have to be
taken to snsure that minimal disruption is caused o flora, fauna and habitals during development
and while in use.



ihe Ecology Statement submutted appears to be fauly thorough, but there are several ponts
which have been noted by the Council's ecologist

| Habital Tomss vs Theby to bieee ooreenderel effect within the ioader aiea The @t n gueshon s
relatnely accessible wsng the eastng Uevol Hoagd therefore reducng the rmpacl of habital
damage during the construction phase, although there will be some within the field itself between
Deval Road and the turbine site

9 Uevol Rozd is21l 15 @ deggnated Core FPath (37YE) and sooess glung this route should be
retained at all times during construction. Any damage to the path surface should be made good.

3. The main point of concemn regards Hen Harriers, a target species within our approved LBAF.
The statements relating o Hen Harriers, in particular the interpretation of Mr. lain Gibzon's
cormrnents are gt the very l2ast open to allematve interpretzhion

Siven that Mr. Gibson's observatons include that the site iswithin known wenter foraging areas, it
is poor 1o sugqest that the impact of the proposal will be low hascd purely on recent poor
nurrhiers of breeding birds. Cinaousy the mnservalion elorls beng carmed oul by the Caunols
partrers (Clyde Murshiel Regional Parl, for example) are amed at increasing populations and
improving breeding numoers, and the import of Mr. Gibson's comments is that this will cearly
have an effect in qoed brecding seasons,

A rmore obvious ohseration would be that the imgeact will be high i better breeding seasons. As
recently as May 2012, a fernzle Hen Harrier has been observed within dkom of the proposed site.
Given the location of the observation, the nest site is likely to be Corlic Hill, which vwas specifically
mentioned as the nest site most likely to result in foraging in the area in guestion.

M. Gibson's response gives the impression of being to a general question. There s a likelihood
of Hen Harriers foraging within the zres of the propossl. It may be advisable to request the
applicantagent to ask Mr. Gibson a more specific guestion relating to the impact of the proposals
i ol breeeding seasons

4. Greylag geese regulzrly graze in the area sround Auchenfoyie Farm, and will shuttle between

this area, the Clyde Estuary, and Auchendores Reservoir, The effect on this species is somewhat
understated.

Criteria b) -d), @nd 13- 1) ol Pelicy UTBA are relevant W thes zpplcabon. In parhicular aitenon d),
visual impact, would be 2 notable concern given the height of the turbines and the cumulative
impact likely to occur with the already consented 67m high turbing at nearby High Mathernock
(12M1814C). The proposed developrrent would be visible frnm the southern fringes of Paort
Glasgow and Irom parls of Kilmacolm.

Criteria @) — ) of Polley UT6B are also relevant to this application,

[he development would not mpact on the core path other han e turibine beng wable, @51
would be from Auchenhbar Road



Crondus=ion

Taking all of the above Into caonsideration, there i 3 sugport for this type of developrnent at
natonal level The Green Delt location is acceptable and provided the wisua! impact of the
proposed deseloprment ard s arpac on thee bindiversiy of e e can ooligated, this wind
lutkine deyvelopimenl would be acceptdble

(Autheorised by Ferqus Macleod)



TO: HEAD OF REGENERATION & PLANNING Your Ref: 13/36/1C

FROM: HEAD OF ENVIRONMENTAL & Our Ref: DAC/14/04/13/36/1C
COMMERCIAL SERVICES Contact: D A Chisholm
Tel: (01475) 7144841
INVERCLYDE COUNCIL B AR
ENVIRONMENTAL & COMMERCIAL SERVICES R E Lo L Y =

OBSERVATIONS ON PLANNING APPLICATION i

i 27 FEB

Planning Application No:  13/36/IC Dated: 7/2/13 Received: 72/13 ;
Applicant: Gordon Dunlop /Ip: ._’S‘—. 6-% O.. ;
Proposed Development:  Erection of 2 No 67 metre high (to blade tip) wind turbines. i
Location: Priestside Farm Auchentiber Rond Kilmacolm PA1J 45P
Type of Consent: Detailed Permission/in-RrincipletApproval-of- Matters{ ChangesfUse
No. of drawings submitted: 6
Comments
1 If delivery vehicle used 10 trangport turbine components is classed as an abnormal load:
la Size and weight of vehicle required 10 transport components to be advised
1b Route within Inverclyde Council area for delivery and remaval of components to be advised slong with sny locations where changes
to infrasiructure will be required 1o accommodate the vehicle
lc Number and proposed dates of delivery trips to be notified to Inverclyde Council, Transport Scotland and Strathclyde Police
1d Any remediation works to roads or verges to be pdvised and approved.
2 Size of maintenance vehicle and frequency of trips to be advised
3 FRA and DIA ¢riteria attached.

NOTES FOR INTIMATION TO APPLICANT
CONSTRUCTION CONSENT (521)* [Not Required/Reguiredforallroad-warks

ROAD BOND (Si7)* Not Required Reguired-Hbuilding-works-areto-be underielen-beforeroadsare
completud
ROAD OPENING PERMIT (S56)* Not Required/Required-forallwerks-in-the publicroad

*Relevant Section of the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984

-lgned ........... _ Date ... 2z ‘; / z !la

HEAD OF ENVIRONMENTAL &
COMMERCIAL SERVICES

26/02/13DAC
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rF—k‘B"b/d Risk Assessment Criteria Application Reference: 13/0036/C

Development:

Erection of 2 no. 67 metre high wind turbines on Priestside farm Auchentiber Road

YES / NO

1) s any part of the site within 50m of a known flood location? NO
2) Does a watercourse* pass through the site or is there one within 50m? YES
3) Is there a reservoir, loch or pond within 50m of the site? NO
4) s there a sewerage storm overflow within 50m of the site? NO
B) For coastal developments, does the sile lie below 5m above ordnance datum? NO
6) Does the developer propose to pipe or divert a watercourse? NO
7) Is the site bounded by an existing flood protection measure? NO
8) Have objeclions on grounds of flooding been raised? NO
9) For some developments, ** has the developer submitted a Drainage Impact

Assessment with their oulline application? NO

* A watercourse includes a river, stream, burn and any ditch, drain, cut, canal, culvert, sluice or

passage carring or designed to carry water. It does not include any sewer or watermain,

= All developments except household applications, developments of less than 10 houses, non
household extensions under 100 square metres and changes of use not involving new build
or hardstanding.

If any item 1 — 9 is identified, a Flood Risk Assessment (to varying degrees) will be required.

Guidelines on the submission of Drainage Impact Assessments and Flood Risk Assessments
may be obtained from the Environmental Services.

Additional Comments:

-

Drainage details should be submilted for approval prior to work siarting on site.
2. A drainage impact assessment should be submitted for approval.

3. Where the access road cross a stream or river, appropriate permission should be
obtained from SEPA.

FADESIGNFlooding'Planning FRA'S 201 Mpriestside Fann wind wrbines 13.036.5c.doc



Inverclyde

council

Envitenment and Community Protacuon

Wemorandum

safer Communities Planning Application Consullation Respanse

To: Planning Services
___ Forthe Antention of Guy Phillips E—
_From: Sater and Inclusive Communities  Date of lssue to Planning: 7" March 2013

Lead Offieer: Sharon Lindsay

Tel; 01475 714 205 | Email: Sharenlindsay@inverclyde.gov.uk

" gafer Communities Reference (optional):
Plonning Applicotion Reference: | 13/0036/1C
Planning Applicatlon Address: | Priestside Farm Kilmacolm

Planning Application Proposal: | Ercetion of 2n wind turbines

Team Officar Datu

Food £ Health | Michae! Lapsley @
| Enviromrnent & Salely Sharon Lindsay T2t

Cantaminated Land Rashn Melntash CBf2f13
| Public Heslth & ilousing lim Blair | 2R213
[Enviconment and Enforcement | Evlle sty | orfospls

Atiagerd fidhe gorlrirs on cymasg ety abied iaerd phde mehiert ptied) offices oremee b contgHe et

2 | Healthy  £es7:
@ | Working 2VWVE
I | Lives Sigapve

www.invarclyde.gov.uk



fecommended Conditions:

I is recammendod thatl the undernoted conditions be placed vinsny vensent th coun ey pranis
Beieir gr amend sy Spprapriae

Food & Health
No Comments

Environment & Safety

Wo Commuenis

Contaminated Land

That prinr to thr mart of development, domils of a survey tnrthe presenee of Inpanese Knotweert shall
be submitted to and spproved in writing by the Plarning Autheority and that, for the svoidance of
doubt: this shall centain a methedology and treatment statement where any is found. Developmeant
stall not proceed until reatment s compleled as per thy muthodology and treatment statement, Any
variation to the trestiment methodologies will require subsequent approval by L Planning Authority
priar to development starting on site.

feason: To help arrest the spread of Japanese Knotweed in the interests af anvironmentzl protaction,

& Thar the presence of any previousty unrecorded contamination or varetion 1o anticipatad ground
conditions that becomes evident during site works shall be brought to the sttention of the Planning
Authority within ona week. Conseguential Remediation shall not be iImplemanted unless it has been
subroited 1o and approved, inwziting by the Planning Autharity,

fassen:  Toensure that all contaminatlon lssues are recorded and dealt with appropristely.

2 That nn fill ar landscaping materlal <hall be impared onto the site untll written domils of the souren
and intanded reuze of the lmported materials has been submitted for approval, o writing by the
Planning Authority. The report shall characterise the chemical tuality fincluding soil-leachste 2nd
organic content etc), volume and source of the imported materials with corresponding cross-sections

and plans indicating spatial distribution and dopth/thickness of material placement within the
development site, The materal from the ource ageeed only shall be imparted In strict accordance
with these agreed datails.

Reason: To protect receptors Fom the haom(ul effects of imported contamiatiorn,

Public Health & Housing,

Commenl.

This Service is currently investigating & complaint of rotor shadow flicker which alleges that
statutory nuisance fs being created In a house which is outwith the tenuous "10x blade
diameter guide”. As Pan 45 has been revoked we are left with the very limited two paregraphs
of Scottish Government guldance In “Onshore Wind Turbines” which set no objective criteria
but say;

sWhere this could be a problem, developers should provide calculations to quantify the effect.

in most cases howaver, whare separation is provided between wind turbines and noearby
dwellings {as a general rule 10 rotor dlameters), "shadow flicker” should not be a problem.

Hawever, thara is scopa Lo vary layoul | reduce the height of turbines In extrems cages.”

Savere rotor filekar has been witnessed by investigating officers but given the vanable
conlributary factors, number and relative heights of rolors and affeated houses, weather
Including frequency of clear sunny weather, wind spead and directlon; relatlve helght of the sun
| in the sky atc. an assassment will raguire to be carried out over one or more very lengthy

Page 2 of d



periods when the problem is encountered.

Computer programmes are available to predict flicker and as we already know that the 10 x
rotor diameter Is not foolproof it may be appropriate to require, in every case, that appropriate
calculations are submitted with every application.

Given the information provided it is not possible for this service to comment further.

Environment and Enforcement

1. The level of noise cmissions from the wind trbines when messured ot any dwelling, fowifully existing
al the dote of permission shall not exceed:

s between the hours of 23:00 and 07:00 the greater of 43dB 1,50 (10 min) ar RdBlA) above the
Night Hours Background Noise level at thal properly; or

b. between the hours of 07:00 and 23:00 the greater of 4048 1,90 ({10 min) or 5 dB{A} above the
quiet Waking Hours Day Time Background Noise Level at that property.

Reasan: Ta pratect the amenities of occupliers of premises from unreasonable nolse and vibratinn levels.
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Recommended Advisory Nates

| No Commuenis
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Application Comments for 13/0036/IC

Application Summary

Application Number: 13/0036/IC

Address: Priestside Farm Auchentiber Road Kilmacolm PA13 4SP
Proposal: Erection of 2 No. 67 metre high (to blade tip) wind turbines
Case Officer: Guy Phillips

Customer Details
Name: Mr & Mrs Robert/Alison Beveridge
Address: West Kilbride Farm, Auchenbothie Road, Kilmacolm PA13 4SN

Comment Details

Commenter Type: Neighbour

Stance: Customer objects to the Planning Application

Comment Reasons:

Comment:Comments are similar to those made in respect of Mr Connell, High Mathernock Farm,
application ref: PPA-280-2011, granted on appeal20/02/2012.

The proposed two turbines will be closer to West Kilbride Farm and Cunston Cottage than Mr
Connell's. Whilst Priestside Farmhouse will have its back to the turbines, they will be in full view
from West Kilbride Farmhouse, forming along with Mr Connell's turbine a tight grouping within an
arc of 5 degrees.

We propose to make a more detailed submission to support our objections when we have had the
opportunity of examining the proposal more fully.



j’ﬁ %M West Kilbride Farm

Kilmacolm
Renfrewshire

PA13 4SN

With Compliments




EXTRACT OF LETTER

Re: Priestside Application 13/0036/IC

Preamble:

We, Robert & Alison Beveridge, have lived at West Kilbride Farm for forty years.

For forty years we have of necessity guarded our patch against depredation. Almost
immedlately after purchase we had to oppose a neighbour who attempted to have a
proposed SSEB very high voltage power line rerouted through our property. Not long after
this we had to resist an attempt to create a forty year landfill site in the low lying area
between ourselves and Auchenbothie House. Subsequently a proposal was made to quarry
stone locally, and more recently Scottish Power lodged a proposal to reroute the existing
Erskine/Devol Moor OHD line close by; this was followed by the now consented proposal to
erect a turbine at High Mathernock. The latest threat is the proposal by Priestside to erect
TWO turbines, the closer of which will be only 900 metres away while both will be on the
western skyline, grouped together with High Mathernocl’s.

We are not, in principle against renewables, indeed we have ourselves installed solar panels.
There is however a huge difference in scale between 65 metre turbines and 1 metre panels.
Panels are static, domestic, visually relatively inoffensive, do not create noise, and are
moderately efficient even in our damp dull climate. These turbines on the other hand are
enormous, commercial, visibly obtrusive, have a high differential speed range, cause
irritating flicker, are noisy , and are reputed to be less than 24% efficient.

This is a sensitive matter. We have no wish to disadvantage a neighbour of lang standing,
but by the same token we cannol allow any neighbour to disadvantage us. An application to
install two large turbines seems excessive. As | wrote in my objection to the proposal at
High Mathernock, there are other local landowners awaiting the result of this latest
application with considerable interest. Priestside’s advisors are already pointing to the High
Mathernock decision as a template. This will make it harder 1o resist further proliferation.

We note that together with Cunston Cottage, we are by far most vulnerable but are
unfortunate to be largely isolated with regard to the weight of our objections. In his
Decision of 20" February 2012 item 11 the Reporter writes * — any future proposals would
have to be assessed on their own merit including the cumulative impact with existing
turbines which would place a limit on the number of turbines allowed”, and item 12 “If a
greater number of turbines were proposed the conclusion may be different, but | must deal
with the single turbine before me”.

Robert & Alison Beveridge




Landscape Statement - Landscape Setting - Comments

Para 4.6 Glasgow and Clyde Valley Landscape Assessment states inter alia that: the aim of
landscape planning and management, should in order of priority, be to: Discourage the
erection of additional masts or other tall structures within the hills.

Para 4.7 It is surely contentious that the proposed turbines are relatively small: at 65
metres they are small relative only to the 130 metre tall Vestas V90. They are not domestic,
but commercial. The proposers note that ‘an identical model has been approved for the site
adjacent at High Mathernock’ but do not state ‘on appeal’.

Para 6.8 There is mention here of the A761 and the B788 but the road most affected
namely Auchenbothie Road is not mentioned. This is a busy commuter road between the
A761 and Upper Port Glasgow. See Para 6.55

Para 6.10 notes that at a range of 0-2 km a 100 metre turbine is ‘likely to be a prominent
feature’. Scaling this down, a 65 metre turbine at 900 metres must appear just as
prominent, especially near or on the skyline.

Para 6.17 notes that for Cunstan Cottage, a distance of 675m from the closest turbine, the
magnitude of change is medium, yet this dwelling is closer than Priestside Farm itself which
is shielded by the topography. The suggestion that because Cunston Cottage faces away
from the turbines it is therefore not materially affected

Para 6.26 West Kilbride will experience a HIGH magnitude of change. This is extremely
concerning. The proposed turbines including the one at High Mathernock will dominate the
skyline, and create noise and flicker which will be most disturbing. (see sketch 2)

Para 6.55 This is indisputably a minor country road, but it has a high degree of commuter
traffic in the mornings and evenings. It is also a much used short-cut from Port Glasgow to
Kilmacolm and beyond.

Para 6.90 See Para 6.10

Para 8.6 The suggestion that uniformity and close proximity will ‘reduce the effect of
greater numbers of disparate developments’ begs the question ‘what developments? Is this
in anticipation of further turbines? The suggestion that such a grouping will create the
‘impression of a single larger development’ is mystifying. Will it not rather create the
impression of a three turbine wind farm?

Para 9.3/4 Overall Conclusions. There is a hint here of some previous submissions which
seemingly took the view that this area has already suffered depredation such that further
depredation is a matter of little or no consequence. This is not the case, and should not
become the case. West Kilbride and Cunston Cottage will both suffer a high loss of amenity
without any realistic attempt at amelioration.



-

“Noise Impact Assessment - Comments

Para 2. Noise Criteria.

It is noted that there are two types of noise, mechanical and aerodynamic. For a given
turbine the aerodynamic or blade noise varies with rotor speed and is generally greatest at
low speeds le in slack winds when little power is being generated. Mechanical noise is a
result of the gear design and is probably proportional to the rotor speed being noisiest at
high speeds. Low angular velocity will produce low frequency noise whilst high speed will
generate high frequency noise. At high angular velocity ie strong winds the turbine may
require to be shut down. Of the two, low frequency will be the most irritating.

2.3 The Assessment and rating of Noise from Wind Farms. ( fig 7). “ Noise limits...should
apply only to those areas frequently used for relaxation or activities for which a quiet
environment is highly desirable,” and “separate limits should apply for day-time and night-
time, and the emphasis should be on preventing sleep disturbance”. How these limits are to
be applied ,and what sanctions may be available to distressed dwellings, is not clear.

Para 3.6 It is however clear from this table that West Kilbride and Cunston Cottage are to be
the most inconvenienced. The presumed sound levels of the E-44 turbines would appear to
be some 7% greater than the EWT DW52. This is surely significant in the choice of turbine
for a quiet environment, unless there are important mitigating circumstances, which seems
unlikely. It is noted that there is a large belt of deciduous trees at the rear of Priestside
between the house and the turbines which will serve as a noise filter, especially in summer;
there is no such belt at West Kilbride and Cunston Cottage.

Associated Infrastructure Assessment etc.

Introduction/Site History. The proposal again makes claim in regard to the consented
turbine that is surely intended to influence. The advantage of three equally spaced turbines
is not immediately obvious, nor is the need for a strong visual relationship between them.
This is mere obfuscation. Will the average viewer, whether stationary or mobile, mark the
subtle distinction between three close but randomly sited turbines and a single three
turbine development? Does this not border on the risible? Viewed from the rear of
Priestside, the two turbines will be almost in line and the large belt of deciduous trees
mentioned above makes it highly unlikely that any of T1, and little of T2 will be visible. (see
sketch 1) On the other hand (sketch2) it is obvious that from West Kilbride the two turbines
will be visible in their entirety. Cunston Cottage is similarly affected.



Shadow Flicker

Seen from West Kilbride the mooted “three turbine development” will look somewhat as
described in sketch 3. It may be that in certain directions of wind the three turbines will be
operating as a “three turbine wind farm”. Looking west between roughly March and April,
and between September and October the sun’s trajectory will see it cross through the
revolving blades close to sundown. This must cause considerable flicker which may be
greatly increased by the close proximity of the turbines and the possibility of their achieving
rotational synchrony.

Objector’s Conclusion

The Praposal for two further 65m turbines is an unmitigated disaster for the residents of
West Kilbride and Cunston Cottage. It has been noted that the Beveridge family has resided
at West Kilbride for forty years; the Emmerson Family of Cunston Cottage has resided there
for several generations. It is strongly recommended that this proposal be refused.
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Application Comments for 13/0036/IC

Application Summary

Application Number: 13/0036/IC

Address: Priestside Farm Auchentiber Road Kilmacolm PA13 45P
Proposal: Erection of 2 No. 67 metre high (to blade tip) wind turbines
Case Officer: Guy Phillips

Customer Details
Name: Mr & Mrs Conway David & Gillian Conway
Address: Dippany Farm, Kilmacolm PA134TH

Comment Details

Commenter Type: Member of Public

Stance: Customer objects to the Planning Application

Comment Reasons:

Comment:We are very concerned about the increase in applications for wind turbines in the local
area. Farmers are being targeted by companies and the financial benifits to both parties are very
attractive. Renewable energy is obviously the way of the future but must not be at the cost of the
local environment inwhich we all live. Some thought must be given to the consequences for the
future and the impact the accumulative effect these turbines will have. People are enouraged more
and more to go out into the countryside to follow many different pursuits. Too often it appears that
little thought or concern is considered to the wider community. At present around the Kilmacolm
area | believe 2 turbines have been granted and there are applications for 3 more. Surely it is
important that planning take an overview of the whole area in the consideration of applications.
Turbines appear to have a life span of between 20/25 years - Is any consideration given to the
legacy of these which local communities will be left to face. We feel strongly that the local
community as a whole are by default ,through a lack of knowledge regarding new applications,
going to have the local environment altered by a prolication of such turbines. We hope our
objection and comments will be given due consideration



Ronnie Emerson

Cunston Cottage
Auchenbothie Rd

Guy Phillips Kilmacolm
Planning Officer PA13 4SN
Inverclye Council Phone: NG
Municipal Buildings

Greenock PA15 1LY: 13 February 2012

Turbines

Dear Sir

| am writing as a very concerned neighbour to outline my objections o the construction
of two 200ft wind turbines in the close proximity of my house, Cunston Cottage.

Green Belt Development

There remains a strong case that we should be separating wind turbines into two
different classes:

a) Small turbines less than 20 or so feet high which are for domestic use
b) Large scale commercial wind farms

These developments are neither of the above types and the scale of these are not for
domestic use. It also seems to contravene a further sound principal that wind turbines
or any other developments should generally not be taking place in designated green
belt areas. If allowed this will spoil the visual appeal of green belt areas and create an
entire landscape with wind turbines dotted about in a disorganised and unplanned
manner. This is not the appropriate way forward for meeting renewable energy targets.

Visual Impact

The wind turbines will be highly visible from a great distance and spoil an area of natural
beauty. It will spoil the view from my dwelling and lead to a general scarring of an area
of outstanding countryside. | do not want to spend the rest of my life looking out on this




visual eyesore that is in no way part of normal rural living.
Disruption During Development

In addition | have concerns that excavation works during construction of such monster
turbines will seriously disrupt and contaminate the private water supply that supports my
own and neighbouring homes. As well as local streams that support trout, birds, deer
and other wildlife. The construction phase would also place significant stress on local
roads. This could also cause damage to natural habitats and vegetation in the area.

Shadow Flicker

There is a risk that | will be subject to shadow flicker from these turbines and this could
have health and well-being implications for myself and family.

Noise

As my dwelling lies approximately 650 metres north of the proposed development | am
also concerned about the ongoing noise from the turbine. The prevailing south-westerly
wind will carry the noise of the rotor blades in my direction. | am used to enjoying peace
and tranquillity in my own home and am very concerned that these turbines will put an
end to that. This may also have serious health implications which have currently been
inadequately researched. | note that the estimated noise level at my home from this as
per the Noise Impact Assessment are only 0.2dB below the level where a full noise
impact assessment would be required and while | appreciate that this is expert
professional opinion and | have no reason to question this particular assessment | will
observe that there seems to be a general slipping of professional standards in recent
years which unfortunately somewhat undermines all expert work these days.

Health and Safety of People and Wildlife

Wind turbines can also throw ice in winter which can be highly dangerous to walkers
and wildlife. Bats and birds of prey can be particularly affected by the rotor blades.

Inappropriate Use of Public Funds

| have been further reviewing the likely progress in alternative methods of harnessing
wind energy. It seems highly probable that these and all other wind turbines will be
technologically obsolete within the next 5 years as much better returns and much less
impact on all aspects of life will be achievable by means of utilising high altitude kites
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which do not scar the landscape or cause noise pollution and will be a considerably
more cost effective method of harnessing wind energy. it is a disgrace that incentives
remain in place for what will soon be an obsolete method of generating energy. We
should be focussing our efforts on new and economically viable methods of harnessing
wind energy such as these being proposed by various global companies.

Fixed turbine wind energy is not commercially viable without the Govt subsidy which all
taxpayers have to pay. These turbines are only effective at producing electricity for
approximately 30% of the time unlike kites which could access the high altitude winds
that are much more reliable.

Wind turbine developments also have a negative impact on the valuation of local
housing and make the area less attractive for visitors. This development depreciates
the value of a house which | built from scratch on a site that I've lived at all my life. This
is like a personal scar on the landscape and a most unwelcome change to an area of
countryside that | love and am deeply attached to.

This development also provides no real economic benefit to the local area — arguably
residents affected by wind-turbine developments should be allowed to share in the
benefits in the form of reduced electricity charges — however this never seems to be the
case.

Yours sincerely

Ronnie !merson
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Guy Phillips _

From: David Ashman on behalf of Deveont Planning

Sent: 06 March 2013 16:38

To: Grant Kennedy

Subject: FW: Kilmacolm Civic Trust Objection to Planning Application 13/0036/IC

Attachments: Priestside Farm 67m Wind Turbines(2).pdf; Priestside(2) Annex A.pdf, Priestside turbine
Annex B {(Extract from KCT 2010 Wind turbine Paper.doc

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Completed

From: Nicol Cameron

Sent: 06 March 2013 13:01

To: Stuart Jamieson; Devcont Planning

Subject: Kilmacolm Civic Trust Objection to Planning Application 13/0036/1C

From: Mr RN Cameron (Chairman Kilmacolm Civic Trust)

To: Mr Stuart Jamieson (Head of Regeneration and Planning, Inverclyde Council)

Dear Mr Jamieson,

KILMACOLM CIVIC TRUST OBJECTION TO PLANNING APPLICATION 13/0036/IC
(Prieston Farm Application to erect 2 x 67m high Wind Turbines)

The Kilmacolm Civic Trust Executive Committee met at 7pm on Tuesday 5th March 2013 to
consider Planning Application 13/0036/IC.

We wish to object. Our formal letter of objection is attached.

The letter consists of 3 parts: (1) Explanatory letter. (2) Annex A - supporting photographs. (3)
Annex B - Extract from our position paper dated 16th December 2010.

I would be grateful if you would acknowledge receipt of all three items.
Kind Regards,

R.N. Cameron
(Chairman Kilmacolm Civic Trust)



KILMACOLM CIVIC TRUST
(Scottish Charity No SC 032744)

From:
Mr RN Cameron
Chairman Kilmacolm Civic Trust

Mr S Jamieson Kaladan

Head of Regeneration and Planning Lochwinnoch Road
Inverclyde Council Kilmacolm
Cathcart House PA13 4DY

6 Cathcart Square

GREENOCK

PA15 1LS 6% March 2013

Dear Mr Jamieson

OBJECTION TO PLANNING APPLICATION 13/0036/1C:
Priestside Farm. Auchentiber Road. Kilmacolm

(Applicati 2 x 67m high Wind Turbines)

The Kilmacolm Civic Trust Executive Committee has considered Planning Application 13/0036/1C and
wish to object.

The Kilmaeolm Civic Trust stated its views on wind turbines in the Kilmacolm Civic Trust
Position Paper attached to our letter dated 16 December 2010. Our views (see extract attached
to this letter as Annex B) have not changed since sending you that paper.

We object to this application (13/0036/1C) for 3 key reasons:

* The visual Impact it will have.

* The Cumulative Impact.

* The Effects on 'people’ i.e the residents of nearby Froperties. Also, the impact on
wildlife,

Visual Impact

The facts and arguments presented by the agent on the visual impact that the 2 x 67m turbines would
have on properties within a Zkm radius and on Kilmacolm are disingenuous and dismissive of reality.
They try to persuade that very few properties would be affected. This is far from the case. When we
objected to the 62m [which subsequently became a 67m) high turbine to be erected at High Mathernock
we pointed out that it would add to the unsightly clutter of the two 132kV and 400kV high voltage
power supply lines and associated pylons that already despoil the head of the Gryfe Water Valley. We
also warned that it would encourage further applications for wind turbines in the Ward 1 area, leading
to wind turbine development ‘creep’ and in due course the creation of wind turbine farms by default.
This is now happening. The consented 67m high turbine at High Mathernock Farm (which we also
objected to) has led to an application for a 53.71m high turbine at Cairncurran Farm 2300m to the
southwest. We objected to it (our letter dated 21+ January 2013).

This application (13/0036/IC) for 2 x 67m turbines at Priestside is stated in the case presented by the
agents to have a layout deliberately designed to link in with the High Mathernock 67m turbine to look
like a single 3 turbine development (see the extract immediately below, and the map immediately



beneath the extract). The map shows the consented High Mathernock turbine (indicated by a green
dot) and the two proposed Priestside turbines T1 and T2 (indicated by yellow dots).
The two candidate wind turbine models for the Priestside Development, are the same
two candidate turbine models that were consented at High Mathernock. The Priestside
Development has been positioned at equal spacing, taking into account the consented
High Mathernock Development, as to allow a strong visual relationship between them,
this is shown in Figure 1.

This visual relationship is addressed fully in the accompanying LVIA, where the photo-
montages demonstrate that the consented High Mathernock Development and the
proposed Priestside Development will appear within the landscape as a single three
turbine development. It should further be noted that although two candidate wind
turbine models appear in this Associated Infrastructure Assessment it is the intention of
the respective landowners at High Mathernock and Priestside to construct the same
turbine model. This would further contribute to the two separate developments looking
like a single three turbine development within the landscape.
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The Priestside buildings lie at an elevation of 110m just off Auchentiber road - a very minor road that
connects with the Kilmacolm/Port Glasagow road [A761) to the east, and the back road to Greenock
[B78B) to the west, The house and the farm buildings are shielded from the proposed location for the 2
% 67m high (to tip of vertical blade), and the High Mathernock turbine, because they are on the reverse
slope, and 60m below the crest of the Devol Moor/Craigmarloch Ridge, as are the farm buildings, house
and cottage at High Mathernock. As the 2 turbines will be on the north side of and beyond the crest
line of that part of the ridge they will indeed have very little, if any visual impact on the Priestside and
High Mathernock dwellings.

However, this is far from the case for many hundreds of dwellings lving within 2000m of the
proposed turbines:

: : : : 3 W 4 15. Many houses and flats
{hundreds} in upper Bardramn&y and the we'stern part of I:he upp&r Park Farm housing estates,



and the four-school campus that is now being built on the former Port Glasgow High School site
in Upper Bardrainey lie within a 2km radius of the proposed Priestside turbines. Because of
the topography, the total 67m height (to tip of revolving blades) of the 2 x Priestside turbines
will be visible to the occupants of many of these properties and to the pupils at the 4 schools. A
considerable amount of the upper portion of the High Mathernock 67m turbine, which is on
much higher ground (by 20m) a little to the west, will also be seen from many of these
properties. In addition, the combined impact of 3 turbines will be a constant and irritating
distraction to pupils and teachers at the 4-school campus, See photographs at Annex A,

The argument that the agents make about the direction that properties face is specious. The
majority of the properties have front and rear ground floor and upper floor windows. Some
have side-facing windows. The new school campus has many windows with views out towards
moor where the turbines will be situated,

Cunston, and West Kilbride, These two properties lie approx 500m and 900m from the 2 x
Priestside turbine sites respectively. The two 67m Priestside turbines and the upper portion of
the 67m High Mathernock turbine will be extremely visible to both these properties. See
photographs at Annex A, The argument that the agents make about the direction that the
fronts of the properties face, and tree cover is specious. Both have rear windows and sitting-
out areas, The majority of the trees are deciduous and have no leaves during the late autumn
and winter period. Furthermore, a number of trees have been felled.

Pennytersal. This property which lies just over 1km from the 2 Priestside turbines. Although
at a much lower altitude than Cunston and West Kilbride the upper portions of both turbines
will be visible, The argument that the agents make about the direction that the front of the
farmhouse faces and is specious,

AL IR TRENONENREE (¥R AT A4 C olllC) LINE AUMCIVCTINOENIC I¥idi]] '-'F""l‘lll'l
Auchenbothie Mains house, and the old steading buildings and cottage which have been
converted into 7 x dwellings, lie approx 1800m from the 2 Priestside turbines. The 2 turbines
and the upper portion of the High Mathernock turbine will be very visible from this location.
The argument that the agents make about the direction that the properties face is specious.
Three of the converted steading housing units face north, and the Mains House has several
north facing windows. See the photographs at Annex A,

he Auchenbothie House housing development. and South Craigmarlo
The Auchenbothie housing development lies 2200m south east of the 2 Priestside turbines. It consists
of Auchenbothie House (a Grade B listed building - architect William Leiper) that has been converted
into flats, and some 16 detached dwellings. Most of the properties are not screened by trees.

The twao 67m Priestside turbines and the 67m High Mathernock turbine will be visible from most of
these properties. The whole of this development is already affected by the unsightly east/west oriented
400kV power line and associated pylons that pass only 500m to the north of it. The addition of further
visual clutter and disorganisation to the landscape in the form of wind turbines will further degrade
their already degraded environment. The Priestside and High Mathernock turbines will also be visible
from the property South Craigmarloch, already affected by the 400kV power line which passes directly
over it. See photographs at Annex A,

Kil Lm Vil
Kilmacolm lies between 2 - 4 km southeast of the proposed turbine development (the centre of the
village is at a distance of approx 3km).

The agents state that there will be little visual impact due to tree cover. Whilst there are indeed lots of
trees, they have not taken into account the fact that very many of them are deciduous.

From late autumn until spring when there are no leaves the turbines will be extremely visible from
large numbers of the properties in the village. See photographs at Annex A.
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The consented application (12/0191/IC) for a 67m tall (to tip of vertical blade] turbine with its base-
plate, to be located at an altitude of 192m replaced the original (consented by Reporter on Appeal)
application to erect a 330kW 62m wind turbine which was to be erected at a lower level, We comented
on application 12/0191/IC as follows: Compared with the 10/0340/IC approved Enercon E33 330kW
structure this is in effect, an increase in height of 12m. If an Enercon E44 900kW turbine is selected, with
44m rotor diameter revolving blades this new [replacement) and taller turbine at higher elevation will be
even more visible and distracting to the nearby housing estates, and the pupils of the four-school campus.
It will also appear as a larger and more naticeable feature in relation to the Scattish Power 132kV and
4005V transmission lines and associated pylons that run in an easterly-westerly direction across the
countryside at the head of the Gryffe valley both north and south of and close to the proposed site.

Location of the new (taller, more powerful) High Mathernock turbine (see map below).
[Motes: 1. Note the area outlined in blue - and the black dot close to the 195m contour feature)
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The Cumulative Impact

In our position paper on wind turbines in 2010 we expressed concern at the prospect of a proliferation
of unrelated private turbines and the disproportionate disruptive impact that they would have.

We already have turbine applications consented for [1) Dowries Farm and (2] High Mathernock Farm.
There is now a formal request for a 53.71m turbine at Cairncurran which is being considered.

This Priestside application is for 2 x 67m turbines on the same ridge feature as the High Mathernock
turbine and only approx 500m and 750m from it

We understand that if the Priestside application is approved an application is very likely to follow from
a different party for a turbine site on high ground approx 1km to the north, in the vicinity of High
Auchinleck. The combined effects will be an overlap of visual impact from the 1x High Mathernock and
2 x Priestside turbines along with the effect of noise, infrasound and amplitude modulation. Additional
turbine development at High Auchinleck would compound these impacts and in effect create a small
wind farm. We therefore are of the strongly held view that this application needs to be seen in the
context of a developing cluster.

Furthermore, we know that consultation is now on-going for a new application to erect 10 x 110m high
wind turbines on Corlic Hill and have attended a presentation by the developer. If Priestside, and then
Corlic Hill were to be approved the outcome would be two windfarms approx Zkm apart, introducing



even greater visual intrusion and despoliation of the upper Gryffe Valley/Devol Moor area and further
increasing the impact of noise, infrasound and amplitude modulation on residences within Zkm of each

of the windfarms. See the two maps below:

The Potential Corlic Hill Development
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Scottish Heritage Guidance

Guidance by Scottish Heritage on siting and designing of windfarms in the landscape (as used for
turbines higher than 50 metres) emphasises the importance of avoiding confusion

5.4 When designing an individual windfarm, key design objectives should be developed as stated previously
in section 4. Where cumulative impacts are likely to occur within an area, design objectives should also be
established that can be consistently applied to all proposed developments. This should result in a similarity
of design and windfarm image within an area that limits visual confusion, and also reinforce the perceived
appropriateness of each development for its location. Cumulative design objectives should relate to
ancillary infrastructure as well as wind turbines.

Additional windfarms contrast in pattern, scale and relationship to key characteristics, creating a
confusing image and questioning relationship of original development to its surroundings.

The Effect of the High Mathernock and Priestside turbines
An extremely large number of dwellings within 2000m, and the 4-school campus, would be affected by
visual impact, noise, infrasound and amplitude modulation intrusion.
The agents presenting the application have produced ecological, shadow flicker, safety, landscape,
visual impact, and noise assessments that all conclude that:

» No matter what aspects are considered there will be minimal or negligible effects.

* Therefore installing 2 turbines at Priestside will be all right.

We consider that the arguments presented are disingenuous and do not take account of recent
research:
(1) " Effects of industrial wind turbine noise on sleep and health” by Michael A Nissenbaum,
Jeffery ] Aramini, Christopher D Hanning”, and
(2) “ Wind turbine noise, annoyance and self--reported health and well--being in different living
environments” by Eja Pedersen, Kerstin Persson Waye. These studies in US, UK and Sweden
show that the impact of noise of turbines is greater than previously evidenced and that the
impact of noise is greater in rural areas than in suburban areas.

The US /UK study (1) printed in ‘Noise and Health’ found that the sound from rotating hlades
disrupts sleep patterns and causes stress-related conditions. Participants living near industrial
wind turbines had worse sleep and found a “significant” link - probably caused by poor-quality
sleep - between wind turbines and poorer mental health. Unlike some common forms of sleep -
disturbing noise, such as roads, wind turbine noise varies dramatically, depending on the wind
direction and speed. Unlike other forms of variable noise, however, such as railways and
aircraft, it can continue for very long periods at a time. The nature of the noise — a rhythmic
beating or swooshing of the blades — is also disturbing. UK planning guidance allows a night--
time noise level from wind farms of 42 decibels - equivalent to the hum made by a fridge. Dr Lee
Moroney, director of planning at the Renewable Energy Foundation, said: "The UK noise limits
were drawn up 16 years ago, when wind turbines were less than half the current size. Worse
still, the guidelines permit turbines to be built so close to houses that wind turbine noise will
not infrequently be clearly audible indoors at night time, so sleep impacts and associated health
effects are almost inevitable,

Effects on the Natural Heritage

The agents state that a desk study has been conducted to consider the impact on voles, badgers, newts,
bats and birds. Their conclusion is that there will be no, or little impact. It is clear that although on the
face of it authoritative, the material that they used to assess the impact on migratory birds is badly
flawed. They fail to mention the annual congregations of very large numbers of migratory Barnacle
geese which over the past 35 years have been observed by nearby local residents to stop off
simultaneously for several weeks in the autumn and spring of each year (in the order of 500 - 800
birds) on 3 of the fields just west of Cunston. These fields are less than 1km from the proposed
Priestside turbine sites. As an indication of how popular the area between Kilmacolm and Port



Glasgow is for migratory geese, a different type (Greylag) always stage in very large numbers in fields
just (200 - 400m) to the southeast of the Park Farm housing estate.

In Conclusion

As a result of considering applications on a piecemeal, case by case basis we now have a turbine ‘creep’
trend developing in the Kilmacolm/Quarriers Village/and Surrounding countryside area, leading to a
gradual proliferation of wind turbines.

We already have turbine applications consented for: (1) Dowries Farm. (2) High Mathernock Farm.
(3) Lukeston Farm,

If the Cairncurran Farm and Priestside Farm applications are approved there is a high probability that

this would encourage more applications for turbines in the Kilmacolm/Quarriers Village/Surrounding
countryside area.

If the Corlic Hill and a potential High Auchinleck applications that are likely to emerge in the near
future were to be approved their added effects would compound the problems and the overall
detrimental impacts would be enormous.

Yours Sincerely,
Original signed

R.N. Cameron
(Chairman Kilmacolm Civic Trust)



Annex A to Kilmacolm Civic Trust
Letter dated 6 March 2013

Views from T1 Turbine marker Peg
Left: Upper Bardrainney/Park Farm. Right: Cunston

T1 67m turbine marker peg in foreground. High Mathernock 50m anemometer mast on skyline. The
High Mathernock 67m turbine would be just to the left of the anemometer mast




T1 67m turbine marker peg in foreground. Middle distance: (Left)Upper Bardrainney/Park Farm,
{Centre] Cunston, {Right) West Kilbride.

T1 67m marker peg in foreground. Beyond: [Left) West Kilbride, (Centre) Auchenbothie/Kilmacaolm




Views from 7m above T2 67m turbine marker peg
Middle distance: Upper Bardrainney/School Campus/Park Farm; the Goose fields; Cunston

(Left): Upper Bardrainney/Park Farm and Cunston. (Right) West Kilbride
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View to southeast from 8m above T2 67m marker peg
(Left): Auchenbothie House, (Centre): Kilmacolm; & Auchenbothie Mains in the green field

Views from Cycle Track
Auchenbothie House Development from the Cycle Track




Pennytersal from the cycle track (same view pointas for Auchenbothie House]. The T1 & T2 67m
turbine ridge to rear.

Pennytersal and Cunston from The Cycle Track (the T1and T2 67m turbine ridge is to rear of
Pennytersal; the Goose Fields are to left of Cunston).




Pennytersal and the Goose Fields
Pennytersal (T2 67m turbine ridge to leftrear)
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KILMACOLM CIVIC TRUST — Scottish Charity No. SCO 32744

Annex B to
Kilmacolm Civic Trust
Letter dated 6™ March 2013

Extract From
KILMACOLM CIVIC TRUST POSITION PAPER
ON
WIND TURBINES, DOMESTIC SOLAR ENERGY, DOMESTIC AIR CONDITIONING
UNITS AND DOMESTIC HEAT EXCHANGE PUMP UNITS

Introduction

Kilmacolm, Quarriers Village and the small settlements at Craigmarloch, Auchenbothie,
Auchenbothie Mains Farm and Balrossie are situated in a very lovely rural, farmland, environment at
the northern end of the Gryfe valley. The views to the west and south are the handsome ridges and
valleys of the West Renfrewshire Hills and Muirshiel Regional Country Park. The outlook to the
northwest and north is the ridge extending from Darndaff Moor across to Devol Moor. To the
northeast and east the environment continues to be a rural farmland environment consisting of low
hills, valleys and woodland, all the way to Bishopton and Houston. We treasure it. It is a peaceful
and pleasant area to live in and is unspoiled by industrial intrusion except for the unsightly strings of
440kV and 132kV powerlines and their associated pylons that march across the northern part of the
area on a generally east/west alignment converging on the Devol sub-station; the Pacemuir powerline
that runs over Balrossie from Kilmacolm, and up the Green Water valley on a generally north/south
alignment, also converging on the Devol sub-station; and the 440kV powerline that marches on a
northwest alignment through Murshiel Park. All these powerlines are highly visible at all times of
the year, particularly during the period October to March.

The Kilmacolm Civie Trust Constitution

The Objects of the Civic Trust are:

e To stimulate public interest in care for the beauty, history and character of the parish
of Kilmacolm, its villages and their surroundings.

o To encourage the preservation, development and improvement of features of general
public amenity or historic interest.

o To encourage high standards of architecture and town planning in and around
Kilmacolm.

o To pursue those ends by whatever means is considered appropriate.

It is with these principles in mind that we offer our thinking on wind turbines, solar panels, air-
conditioning units and heat exchange pump units. We know that you have recognised that there is an
urgent need to formulate an overall strategy for Inverclyde to ensure that you are ahead of the game.
We hope that what we say below will assist you as you develop your policy on these issues.

Wind Turbines

Kilmacolm and its villages lie in the heart of a designated area of Green Belt. Attempts to develop
the Green Belt have been continuously and stoutly defended by Inverclyde Council and the
Kilmacolm Civic Trust over the years of the Green Belt designation and it is this vigilance that has
preserved the highly attractive quality of the landscape environment. Notable examples are the very
vigorous campaign against the development of a Wind Farm in the area of Corlic Hill, and the very
successful intervention which has persuaded SP Transmission to reconsider their initial plan to align

1
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the upgraded 132kV power line on a new route to the south of Craigmarloch Estate and instead find a
way to align it on an east/west route just to the north of the estate.

We stated in our submission to you on the next Inverclyde Development Plan entitled ‘Kilmacolm in
The Future' that we do not support wind farm construction in the Inverclyde Countryside, especially
that visible from the villages, but instead support the national policy of such development where
landscape quality, energy infrastructure and weather make such development appropriate. Areas
where the introduction of wind technology is appropriate are the very large-scale wind farm
developments at Whitelee.; Black Law; and offshore wind energy development (we note that the
Scottish Government has recently provided £70 million for harbourside development in Scotland to
facilitate offshore wind energy).

The Scottish Natural Heritage Strategic locational guidance for onshore wind farms in respect of the
natural heritage March 2009 update has a series of policy plans concerning wind turbines. Mapl
shows parts of Inverclyde being included in the 10Km around a National Scenic Area and also
includes the Muirshiel Regional Park.

In respect of NSAs the policy states:

Wind farms outwith but adjacent to NSAs may have an impact upon the landscape experience within
them. The range of such impacts is very variable, and depends on topography and intervisibility,
landscape character and the scale of the wind farm. The potential for such impacts on the character
and enjoyment of NSAs is likely to require particular consideration in the surrounding area up to 10km
from the boundary of an NSA.

In locating and designing wind farms adjacent to NSAs, significant adverse impacts on their character
and enjoyment should be avoided. Within an area up to around 10km from an NSA careful
assessment of any effect on the NSA is required.

We would agree with the need for special care in these areas. In the case of Inverclyde, its location
is especially sensitive as backdrop to the Clyde valley, as well as the views from the Argyll Hills,
Arran, North Ayrshire and Lanarkshire and East Renfrewshire looking across Inverclyde to Argyll,
Ben Lomand, Arran etc. In other words developments within Inverclyde impact on perspectives
from outwith the area.

The policy says in respect of Regional Parks:

Local authorities are encouraged to safeguard countryside which contributes to existing and predicted
future recreation needs. Regional Parks play a valuable role in providing opportunities for urban
populations to gain access to attractive areas of countryside for recreation and enjoyment. Planning
Authorities should use appropriate criteria to ensure that proposals satisfactorily address any impacts
on the particular interest that a regional designation is intended to protect.

We are also mindful that the policy needs to be shaped to take into account the cumulative impact of
turbines. If four separate, but nearby applications for Enercon E-33s, a medium sized 3-blade wind
turbine rated at 330kW as proposed at High Mathernock and likely as an application in due course at
Priestside farm were submitted they would be seen as single applications whereas, because of their
close proximity, they would have a cumulative effect and would form a discordant and confused
development. Each application, whether for one or multi turbines, needs to be considered for the
potential cumulative impact. As such we object to the development of single or small clumps of
turbines or large scale wind farms.

Wind Farms. It is our view that any renewed attempts by energy developers to introduce wind farms
into any part of Muirshiel Regional Country Park, or on any part of the high moorland ridges that

! Inverclyde Development Plan: Kilmacolm In The Future, dated 31% August 2010.
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extend eastwards from the park and separate Kilmacolm from Greenock and Port Glasgow should be
resisted strongly. Forests of the massive wind turbines that such developments would entail would
destroy the beauty and enjoyment of the immediate areas, and would detract from the overall beauty
of the Clyde Valley when viewed from the North, south, east or west. There would also be potential
conflict with wildlife, such as the Hen Harriers which breed each year in a recognised Special
Protection Area in Muirshiel Park when they come back from their winter sojourn in warmer
climates.

Private Single Turbines. We take a similar view with regard to the introduction of single turbines on
privately owned high ground. Although it is Government Policy to encourage private landowners to
install smaller capacity wind turbines on their land, through financial incentive, and manufacturers
are very keen to exploit this policy (and are attempting to do so) it is not appropriate for four reasons:

e There is no benefit to the local communities.

o They make very little contribution to the overall national target (A single E-33 turbine
adds less than 1/6000' to current Scottish wind generated capacity; less than 1/20000™ to
renewable current, being built and consented; and even less as a proportion of the 2020
target for electricity generation in Scotland).

o Single turbines will not have any positive effects on the economy, other than to the
personal benefit of the applicants.

e More importantly, landowners with high ground on their properties suitable for wind
turbines will take advantage of the Government’s policy and in a very short while, unless
resisted, there will be a rash of such developments and the beauty of the upper Gryfe
valley countryside will be disfigured with large numbers of 200ft E-33 wind turbines
(wind farm development by stealth for little benefit). This is happening in our area
already: High Mathernock, Priestside, Dowries. There is no doubt that more applications
will follow: not only from applicants within Ward 1; but also from applicants in
Renfrewshire with high ground in the countryside that extends eastwards of the general
line Finlaystone, Kilmacolm, Bridge of Weir.

We recommend that there should be a very clear policy on private single turbines. We further
recommend that this should be based on height and visual intrusion/noise factors. A single stand-
alone E-33 turbine, standing 2001t tall from base to vertical height of blade, is a very considerable
visual intrusion. Several private turbines of that type in one general area such as Devol Moor, or
Balrosssie Ridge, would be highly intrusive (visual and noise). Any turbine standing even 1001t tall
would be equally intrusive: the pylons of the already existing 440kv power lines that converge on
Devol sub-station are that height. Even a turbine standing 50ft tall would be potentially intrusive

unless situated in a screened area such as the one proposed by the applicant at Wemyss Bay
(10/0282/1C).

R.N. Cameron

RN Cameron (Chairman Kilmacolm Civic Trust)



Application Comments for 13/0036/1C

Application Summary

Application Number: 13/0036/IC

Address: Priestside Farm Auchentiber Road Kilmacolm PA13 4SP
Proposal: Erection of 2 No. 67 metre high (to blade tip) wind turbines
Case Officer: Guy Phillips

Customer Details
Name: Mrs Ann Kennedy
Address: Lawpark, Lochwinnoch Road, Kilmacolm PA13 4TA

Comment Details

Commenter Type: Member of Public

Stance: Customer objects to the Planning Application

Comment Reasons:

Comment:| object to this application on the grounds that there is a potential for a undesirable
cumulative impact on the enviroment. The tearing up of ground in order to build the foundation for
wind turbines is in fact releasing CO2 and as turbines are only 25% efficient it seems a nonsense
to grant permission for two such very tall structures
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DECISION NOTICE

Inverclyde

Refusal of Planning Permission council

Issued under Delegated Powers

Regeneration and Planning
6 Cathcart Square
Greenock
PA151LS
Planning Ref: 13/0036/iC

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE)
(SCOTLAND)REGULATIONS 2008

Gordon Dunlop Bryce Boyd Planning Solutions
Priestside Farm Ellersleigh

Auchentiber Road Castlehill Road

Kilmacolm KILMACOLM

PA13 4SP PA13 4EL

With reference to your application dated 4th February 2013 for planning permission under the above
mentioned Act and Regulation for the following development:-

Erection of 2 No. 67 metre high (lo blade tip) wind turbines at

Priestside Farm, Auchentiber Road, Kilmacolm

Category of Application: Local Application Development

The INVERCLYDE COUNCIL in exercise of their powers under lhe abovementioned Act and Regulation
hereby refuse planning permission for the said development.

The reason for the Council's decision is:-

1 The height and scale of the proposed turbines and their proximity to the wind turbine granted planning
permission al High Malhernock, nearby housing, Auchentiber Road, Auchenbothie Road, the B788,
Kilmacolm vlllage and the eastern part of upper Port Glasgow have a cumulative impact in creating an
unexpected and dominant collective feature in this parl of the Inverclyde countryside lo the detriment
of visual amenity and landscape character and thus contrary to:

a. Policy UT6 of the Inverclyde Local Plan, criterion (b) which requires regard lo be given to the
landscape, especially when viewed from major transport corridors.

b. Interim Inverclyde Local Plan Policy LUTBA, crilerion (c) which requires turbines to be sited within the
landform to ensure that they do not have a detrimental effect on the landscape and wider environment.

c. Interim Inverclyde Local Plan Policy UTEB, criterion (f) which requires regard to be given to the

landscape, especially when viewed from public vantage points, including local roads, nelghbouring
setllements and when set against the skyline.

The reason why the Council made this decision is explained in the attached Report of Handling

Dated this 23rd day of April 2013

A lluﬁ

; So
Head of Regeneration and Planning hk' ““",“,'m' 2 VY A
Lhves s
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1 If the applicant is aggrieved by the decision of the Planning Authority to refuse permission for or approval
required by condition in respect of the proposed devetopment, or lo grant permission or approval subject
to conditions, he may seek a review of the decision within three months beginning with the date of this
notice. The request for review shall be addressed lo The Head of Legal and Administration, Inverclyde
Council, Municipal Buildings, Greenock PA15 LY.

2 If permission to develop land is refused or granted subject to conditions, and the owner of the land
claims that the land has become incapable of reasonably beneficial use in its existing state and cannot
be rendered capable of reasonably beneficial use by the carrying out of any development which has
been or would be permitted, he may serve on the planning authority a purchase notice requiring the
purchase of his interest in the land in accordance with Part 5 of the Town and Country Planning
(Scotland) Act 1997

Refused Plans; Can be viewed Online at http://planning.inverclyde.gov.uk/Oniine/

Drawing No: Version: Dated:

01 | | 01.02.2013
02 | [ 01.02.2013
03 | [ 01.02.2013
04 | [ 01.02.2013
05 | | 01.02.2013
06 | [ 01.02.2013

Page 2 0f 2



NOTICE OF REVIEW FORM AND
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS



BRY.CE BOYD PLANNING SOLUTIONS

oW Rlantine & Land Use Consultants

Hlead of Deoal & Dompowratic Somvow Lo July 2013
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Municipal Buildings
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NOTICE OF REVIEW SUBNISSTON

PLANNING REFUSAL - GORDON DUNLOP

FRECTION OF TWO WIND TURBINES (ENERCON F44) AT PRIESTSIDE
FARM AUCHENTIBER ROAD KILMACOLM

RETF: 13/0030/1C

I refer 1o the shove planning application which was refused planning permission by the
Head of Regeneration & Planning on 23 April 2013,

I now attach for vour attention a Notice of Review Submission on behalf of iy client,
Gordon Dunlop.

Please do not hesitate o contact me i vou require any further information or clarification
at this tine

Y owrs sincerely

JBRYCE BOYD

FLLERSLEIGH, CASTLEHILL ROAD, KILMACOLM, PA13 4EL
Tel/Fax: 01505 874 489 Mobile: 07974 469 476 E-Mail; BBoydPlanning@aol.com



Notice of Review

NOTICE OF REVIEW

UNDER SECTION 43A(8) OF THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED)IN
RESPECT OF DECISIONS ON LOCAL DEVELOPMENTS

THE TOWN AND COUMTRY PLANNING (SCHEMES OF DELEGATION AND LOCAL REVIEW PROCEDURE)
{SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013

THE TOWN AND CQUNTRY PLANNING (APPEALS) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013

INPORTANT: Please read and follow the quidance notes provided when completing this form.
Failure to supply all the relevant information could invalidate your notice of review.

Use BLOCK CAPITALS if completing in manuscript

Applicant(s) Agent (if any)
Name | GORDON DUNLOP 1 Name BRYCE BOYD  PLANNING
SOLUTIONS
Address | PRIESTSIDE FARM
AUCHENTIBER ROAD Address | ELLERSLEIGH
KILMACOLM CASTLEHILL ROAD
PA13 4SP KILMACOLM
Postcode PA13 4EL
Postcode
Contact Telephone 1
Contact Telephone 2 Contact Telephone 1 | 01505874489
Fax No Contact Telephone 2
Fax No
E-mail* [ |

E-mail* [ BBOYDPLANNING@AOL.COM |

Marik this box to confirm all contact should be
through this representative: |Z|

Yes No
* Do you agree to correspondence regarding your review being sent by e-mail? Iz] D
Planning authority | INVERCLYDE COUNCIL |
Planning authority’s application reference number | 13/0036/1C |
Site address PRIESTSIDE FARM

Description of proposed ERECTION OF 2 NO 67 METRE HIGH (TO BLADE TIP) WIND TURBINES
development

Date of application | 4 FEBRUARY 2013 | Date of decision (if any) | 23 APRIL 2013 |

Note. This notice must be served on the planning authority within three months of the date of the decision
notice or from the date of expiry of the period allowed for determining the application.
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Notice of Review
Nature of application

1. Application for planning permission (including householder application)
2. Application for planning permission in principle r__]
3. Furiher application (including development that has not yet commenced and where a time limit

has been imposed; renewal of planning permission; and/or modification, variation or removal of
a planning condition)

4.  Application for approval of matters specified in conditions . D
Reasons for seeking review

1. Refusal of application by appointed officer

2. Failure by appointed officer to determine the application within the period allowed for
determination of the application

3. Conditions imposed on consent by appointed officer

CICE

Review procedure

The Local Review Body will decide on the procedure to be used to determine your review and may at any
time during the review process require that further information or representations be made to enable them
to determine the review. Further information may be required by one or a combination of procedures,
such as: written submissions; the holding of one or more hearing sessions and/or inspecting the land
which is the subject of the review case.

Please indicate what procedure (or combination of procedures) you think is most appropriate for the
handling of your review. You may fick more than one box if you wish the review to be conducted by a
combination of procedures.

1.  Further written submissions [:I
2. One or more hearing sessions D
3. Site inspection D
4  Assessment of review documents only, with no further procedure E

If you have marked box 1 or 2, please explain here which of the matiers (as set out in your statement
below) you believe ought to be subject of that procedure, and why you consider further submissions or a
hearing are necessary:

Site inspection

In the event that the Local Review Body decides to inspect the review siie, in your opinion:

Yes No
1. Can the site be viewed entirely from public land? D E
2 |sit possible for the site to be accessed safely, and without barriers to entry? D—g D

If there are reasons why you think the Local Review Body would be unable to undertake an
unaccompanied site inspection, please explain here:
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Notice of Review
Statement

You must state, in full, why you are seeking a review on your application. Your statement must set out all
matters you consider require to be taken into account in determining your review. Note: you may not
have a further opportunity to add to your statement of review at a later date. It is therefore essential that
you submit with your notice of review, all necessary information and evidence that you rely on and wish
the Local Review Body fo consider as part of your review.

If the Local Review Body issues a notice requesting further information from any other person or body,
you will have a period of 14 days in which to comment on any additional matter which has been raised by
that person or body.

State here the reasons for your notice of review and all matters you wish to raise. If necessary, this can
be continued or provided in full in a separate document. You may also submit additional documentation
with this form.

SEE ATTACHED GROUNDS OF NOTICE OF REVIEW

Have you raised any matters which were not before the appointed officer at the time the Yes No
determination on your application was made? |:|

If yes, you should explain in the box below, why you are raising new material, why it was not raised with
the appointed officer before your application was determined and why you consider it should now be
considered in your review.
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Notice of Review
List of documents and evidence

Please provide a list of all supporting documents, materials and evidence which you wish to submit with
your notice of review and intend fo rely on in support of your review.

SEE ATTACHED NOTICE OF REVIEW INCLUDING PRODUCTIONS AND REFERENCES

Note. The planning authority will make a copy of the notice of review, the review documents and any
notice of the procedure of the review available for inspection at an office of the planning authority until
such time as the review is determined. It may also be available on the planning authority website.

Checklist

Please mark the appropriate boxes to confirm you have provided all supporting documents and evidence
relevant to your review:

m Full completion of all parts of this form
E Statement of your reasons for requiring a review
E All documents, materials and evidence which you intend to rely on (e.g. plans and drawings

or other documents) which are now the subject of this review.

Note. Where the review relates to a further application e.g. renewal of planning permission ar
modification, variation or removal of a planning condition or where it relates to an application for approval
of matters specified in conditions, it is advisable to provide the application reference number, approved
plans and decision notice from that earlier consent.

Declarafion

| the applicant/agent [delete as appropriate] hereby serve notice on the planning authority to
review the application as set out on this form and in the supporting documents.

Signed Date [16 JULY 2013 ]
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'BRY.CE BOYD PLANNING SOLUTIONS

Aown Planning caland UseConsaltants

FOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

GROUNDS OF NOTICE OF REVIEW

SUBMISSION AGAINST REFUSAL OF PLANNING
PERMISSION BY INVERCLYDE COUNCIL FOR THE
ERECTION OF TWO 67 METRE WIND TURBINES AT
PRIESTSIDE, KILMACOLM.

REF: 13/6036/1C

JULY 2013

ELLERSLEIGH, CASTLEHILL ROAD, KILMACOLM, PA13 4EL
Tel/Fax: 01505 874 489 Mobile: 07974 469 476 E-Mail: BRBoydPlanning@acl.com



TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

GROUNDS OF NOTICE OF REVIEW

SUBMISSION AGAINST REFUSAL OF PLANNING PERMISSION BY
INVFRCLYDE COUNCIL FOR THE ERECTION OF TWO 67 METRE WIND
FURBINES AT PRIESTSIDE, KILMACOLM,

RIEF: 13/0036/1C

BACKGROUND
The planning application was submitied on 4 Febroary 2013,

On 23 April 2013, using delegated powers the Head of Regeneration & Planning
refused plimning permission on the following grounds:

1. The height and scale of the proposed turbines and their proximity 1o the
wind turbine granted planning permission wt High Mathernock, nearby
housing, Auchentiber Road, Auchenbothie Roud, the B788, Kilmacoln
Village and the castern part of Upper Port Glasgow have a cumulative impact
in creating an unexpecied and dominant collective feature in this part of the
[nverclvde countryside 1o the detriment of visual amenity and landscape
character and thus contrary 1o

a. Policy UT6 of the Inverclvde Local Plan, enterion (b) which requires regard
to be given to the landscape, especially when viewed from major transpost
corridors.

b. Inmterim Inverclyde Local Plan Policy UT6A, criterion (c) which requires
turbines to be sited within the landform to ensure that they do not have a
detrimental effect on the landscape and wider environment.

c. Interim Inverclvde Local Plan Policy UT6B, criterion () which requires
regard 1o be given to the landscape, especially when viewed from public
vantage points, including local roads, neighbouring setilements and when sel
against the skyiine.

The Report of Handling, issued by the Head of Regeneration & Planning, dated 18
April 2013, details his analysis of the proposal and outlines the reasons for arriving at

the decision.

Production 1 - Report of Handling



GROTUNDS OF REVIEW

Section 37(2), Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 provides that 1n
determining an application regard shall be given 1o the development plan so far as
material 1o the application and to any material considerations. Section 23(1) provides
that determination shall be made in accordance with the development plan unless

material consideratons indicate otherwise

I refusing plunning permission the planning officials have indicated the proposal
does not accord with Policies, UTo (b, UT6A (¢) and UT6B (1).

It is submitted that planning officials have over emphasised the impact on visual
amenity and landscape character, not fully considered National Planning Policy, and
not Mully analvsed their own Policy UT6.

When National Planning Policy is considered, and objectively analysed agaimnst
comstraints outlined in Policy UT6, Priestside is one of an extremely limited number
of locations on which wind turbines of this scale could be located in Inverclyde.
Furthermore the cumulative impact is lower i magnitude than suggested in the
Report of Handling.

Production 2 - Landseape Statement
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OBJECTIVE ANALYSIS OF PROPOSAL

fhe Report of Handling concedes ne objections were received from statutory
consultees.

The Report also confirms Scottish Planning Policy is supportive of renewable energy
developments and individual planping authorities shoukl suppost such developmem
vhere the techmology can operate efhowemly and envivonmental and cumulativ

pacts wan e '<.'lh‘-,|;l‘,_‘“l"f-ll_~ addressed

Regarding Public Consultation, four households and the Kilmacolm Civie Trust
objected. Only their comments relating to visual impact have relevance 1o the grounds
for refusal, all other points raised are either dismissed in the Report of Handling, o
not considered planning issues. This Jow level of objection indicates hittle local
opposition.

Inverclyde Council refused planning application 10/0340/C, for the Erection of a
Wind Turbine on the adjoining ficld w High Mathernock in September 2011 on the
following grounds:

1. A combination of height and scale, proximity to public roads {including
Auchentiber Road, designated as a Core Footpath to encourage the public into
the countryside), proximity to vesidemial properties and visual prominence
from Kilmacolm, combine 1o create a dominant and excessively prominent
{eature in this part of Inverclyde’s countryside, contrary 10:-

4. the Council’s interim policy on Small Wind Turbine Development UT613,
criteria () and (f).

b, the Council’s interim policy on Wind Farms UTOA criterion (¢); and

¢. Policy UT6 of the Tnverclyde Local Plan, criteria (a), (b) and (c).

I'hese grounds are broadly similar to the carrent application. The wind turbine at High
Mathernock was suceessfully appealed at the DPEA, where the Reporter coneluded;

“the proposal accords with the broad spirit, if not the exact letter of the
development plan.’

Production 3 - Reporter's Decision Letter

The Report of Handling makes reference to a single line from the Reporter's Decision
1 etter where the Reporter indicates,

“H a greater number of wrbines were proposed the conclusions may be
difterent,’

I'he Reporter does not state; it would have been different.
Tt is unfortunate the Report of Handling doesn’t refer to other comments of the

Reporter, where in paragraph 12, discussing specifically Policy UTé (b), which are
the grounds of refusal of this current application, the Reporter indicates:



its mmpact when seen [rom that area (upper Port Glasgow), particularly from
Bardrainney, would not be so significam, within the overall scale of the
landscape, as to justifv refusal of the development. 1 reach the same
conclusion with respect of Kilmacolm, and other setidements in the
surrounding ared.

| :a'!‘tu__' 1 |‘\;’,,1%'l‘|l-i| J 5l \\hl‘\ 1||l Ilt cus HI‘.V_‘ ‘n’ }1 s |'1|‘ L.}" lhz j'x,-i_'uli\.'i .IIL.H-JJEL‘

“In this case, and based on my expertence of similar turbines elsewhere, the
impact {rom a distance would be subdued within the scale of the wide
landscape. Taking all these considerations together, T find that the visual
impact of the proposed turbine would not be so significan as 10 justity refusal.
[herefore there is no overriding conflict with criterion (h).’

The accompanying Landscape Satement demonstrates the vast majority ol
[nverclvde’s residents will have no views of the turbines from their houses. The
turbines would be theoretically visible from some rural dwellings, upper Por
Glasgow and Kilmacolm but it is recognized, in the Landscape Statement, that views
from these places will be rare due 1o visual screening from buildings and vegetation.
Ihe Reporter indicated: “the impact wonld not be so significant as 1o justify refusal.”

Additionally in paragraph 13, while sill discussing Policy 17T6 (), the Reporter
noted the Jarge number of pylons in the arca:

‘many of which are particularly prominent... it does mean that the turbine
would not be the only feature drawing the eve from viewpoints in the area.’

Ihe countryside surrounding Priestside has a high degree of industrialised clutter with
Devel Moor sub-station and associated pylon lines, it is submitied if turbines are to be
developed in Inverclvde it makes perfect sense to starl in a location where the
landscape is alrcady degraded, rather than disturb the unspoilt areas of Clyde
Muirshiel Regional Park. This view is endorsed by Inverclyde’s SPG M that states:

‘Clvde Muirshiel Regional Park and West Renfrew Hills are of such landscape
and recreational importance that they too are excluded as the siting of large
wind farm developments within these areas would not be compatible with their
strategic recreational and environmental assets.”

Finally in paragraph 8 of the Decision Letter, with regard to turbine scale, the
Reporter indicates:

'the proposed turbine is medium scale (67 metres in height) compared to the
Jarge turbines used for major windtarms, which can now exceed 130 metres in
height!

This view is endorsed m the Report of Handling that states:

“there are wind turbines elsewhere throughout Seotland which are significantly
higher than that proposed”



Fhe grounds issued by the planming officials indicare the applicalion was yefused
owing 1o the cumulative impact of the proposal.

Regarding cumulative impact, the main grounds for refusal, the accompanying
Landscape Statement concludes:

"The combination ol tas | the L|I-]!:--‘-L‘\i wind turbime at Theh I‘\l‘;liiLTII"ﬁfI.l'
and the proposed mrbines would clevare the level of comulative impict withan
the aren but their uniformity and close proximity will reduce the effect of
greater numbers of disparate developments and create the impression ol
single larger development. This would be a preferable option Tor further wind
trbine development in this area as it would maintain the fmpression of a
single wniform  developmem rather than wide spread and mismatching
developments in future.

This view accords with SNH Guidance ™ on the matter:

“Where cumulative impacts are likely to oceur within an area, design
objectives should also be established that can be consistemly applicd 1o all
proposed developmenis. This should result in a similarity of design and wind
{arm image within an arca that limits visual confusion,’

The two turbines proposed at Priestside and the one consented at High Mathernock
are identical turbine models, equal spaced in a coherent pattern and would appear as a
svmmetrical three turbine development. It is submitted that this is preferential 1o
widespread and mismatching developments over a wider area, which also accords
with the SNH Guidance, The appellant cannot imderstand how the Report of Handling
dismisses this point.

One area where there has been no analysis by the planming officials is wind speed.
R )
Inverclvde’s SPG H states:

"Wind speed is a primary determinant of where wind farms can go. 11 there is
no consisient exposure 10 prevailing winds there is no point i locating a wind
farm’

To work effectively. wind turbines need exposure from all directions, this requires
siting in open arcas; which ineviubly leads o some degree of visual impact. The
conclusion of the Council's analysis is that it is unreasonable 1o think wind turbines
can be placed in locations with 'consisien] exposure to prevailing winds' and not have
some degree of visual impact on the surroundings.

The Landscape Statement concedes that two wind turbines will have an impact on the
landseape, however the impact is in keeping with other wind turbine developments in
Scotland and the cumulative effect would be limited when scen as a grouping with the
previously approved turbine. 1t is therefore submitied that this is not sufficient o
justify refusal.



SUPPORTING INFORMATTON

Inverchvde Council have approved numerous small (under

refusing even

Ficure 1

S0my wingd rurbines, whil

application for wind turhines (over 50m), as demonstrated Figures 1 &

Application Suobmission | Heightto | Number of Decision
Date Blade Tip | Turbines
{m)
Inverclvde Acudemy, Schood 45 i Approved
Greenock, PALle OFB Application
FC/07/292, Whitchouss Products, Port August 25 | Approved
Glasgow, PAT4 61D 2007 (Delegated)
110125710, Dowries. Greenock, May 27 1 Approved
PATO OLU 2011 {Deleguted)
11/02094C, Murdieston, Greenock, August 22 2 Approved
PAT6 913 2011 {Planning Board)
11/6235/1C, Kelly Mains, Wemyss Bay, | September 34 ] Approved
PAIS GAZ 2011 (Detegated)
11/02901C, Comalees, Inverkip, October 2 i Approved
Palealx 2011 {Delegated)
117033110, Underheugh, December 27 3 Approved
Ardgowan Estate, Gourock 2011 (Delegated)
12/0085/1C, Kellvbank Cotiage, March 33 2 Refused
Wemyss Bay, PALS 6BB 2012 Delegated)
LRB Appeal
(Dismissed)
12/0099/1C, Lukeston, Bridge of Welr, March 47 1 Approved
PAT138] 2012 (Delegated)
12/011Y1C, Leitchland, Greenock, March 41 1 Approved
PAL60AD 2012 (Delegated)
12/0133/1C. Faulds Park, Gourock, April 24 2 Refused
2012 (Delegated)
LREB Appesl
(Dismissed)
12/0274/1C, Finnochbog, Inverkip, September 47 2 Approved
PA16ODA 2012 (Delegated)
12/0286/1C, Shielhill, Inverkin, September 34 i Refused
PALS ONB 2012 (Planning Board)
DIEA Appes]
(Appruved)
13/0077/1C, Kellv Mains, Wemvss Bay, March 42 1 Refused
PA1S 6AY 2013 {Planning Bouard)




Figure 2

Application Submission | Height to | Nomber Decision
Date Blade Tip of
(m) Turbines
Corhie Hill, Greenock My 100 22 Section 36 {Hefused)
2003 Public Intuiry
(Diumssed)
A 1, Leap v Forest, Inverkip July b 10 Applic
2006 Withidraws
103400 High Mathernock, Ocrober 6 i Refused

Filmacolm, PAT3 450

2010

(Planning Board)
DPEA Appeul
{Ciranted)

12/03571¢, Carineurran, Kitmacoln,

L
123
pa

December

Refused (Delegated)

PAL34TH 2012 Current: LRI Appeal
1003640, Priestside, Kilmacolm, January 67 2 Refused {Delegated)
PA13 48P 2013 Current: LRE Appeal

Invercivde Council appear 10 have an unofficial policy of approving most turbines
under 50m, while refusing alt turbines over Stm. The appeliant suggests this approach
is misguided as it produces only a limited amount of electricity from Inverclyde’s
renewable resources. Wind turbine output is proportional to the swept area of the
turbines blades. As a squared law, a modest increase in rotor diameter, leads o a large
increase in swept arca and accordingly, turbine outpui. The effect of this on different

developments in Inverclyde is demonstrated in Figure 3.

Figure 3
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To put this difference in output into a local contexty, the four developments in Figure 3

are compared 1o the electrical requirements of Kilmacolm in Igure 4. 1=}
Tigure 4
Project Name Priesiside & High Fianochbog Leitehland DBowries

Mathernock (2 x Norwin 225) | (1 x Nortiwind 168) | (1 x CF20)
(3 % Enercon kd4d)

Percentage of 116% 19%, 4.7% 1.1%
Kilmacoim's ’ o

Flectrical Demand
Satisfied

If Inverclyde Council are serious about contributing 10 the Scollish Government’s
tarpet of 80% of Scotland’s electricity from renewable resources by 2020, 1 then
wind turbines over 30m will require to be approved. This leads to the question; where
can turhines over 30m be accommodated in Inverclyde?

To answer this question a study of the bhasic factors restricting development ol wind
twrbines over 30m was undertaken. An important aspect in the consideration ol any
turbine application is three constraints contained in Policy UT6:

(¢ residential amenity;

(d) tourism and leisure resources, particularly i within the Clvde Muirshiel
Regional Park;

() the operation of aircraft and telecommunications equipment.

(¢) residential amenity: the noise assessment submitted in support of the application
indicates that no turbine of the scale proposed should be located within 673 metres of
any dwelling.!”! Figure 3 outlines these parts of Inverclyde outwith this buffer.

Figure 5
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{d) tourism and leisure resources; Clyde Muirshicl Regional Park ™ i< outlined on
Figure 6

Figure 6
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{(¢) the operations of aireraft and telcu;mmumcqﬁnns equipment; the restricted
areas relating to Glasgow Airpart radar ¥ are outlined on Figure 7.

Fignure 7
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When these three constraints, outlined in Policy UT6 are overlaid on a single map,
Figure R is produoced.

Fioure 8
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Figure 8 demonstrates, the site at Priestside is one of extremely limiled locations
where basic tactors restricting development of wind turbines (over 50m) do not apply.
FFor this reason; and the fact that the development has been optimised 1o realise the
area’s renewable energy potential, it is submitied that the proposal accords with
Inverclvde’s rencwable energy advice M 4hat states:

‘Planning authorities, through Development Plans, should support  the
development of a diverse range and size of renewable energy technologies by
ouiding them to appropriate Jocations and making sure an area’s renewable
energy potential is realised and optimised o ensure maximum benefit.”

i0



CONCLUSIONS

No statutory consulice objected and only limited local opposition to the proposals.

The thrust of Government Policy is planning authorities should support such projects.

MMe erounds for refusal are shmilar to that of the adiacent wind turbine at Higl

1

NMathernock, When put 10 the DPEA, the Reporter concluded; “visual unpact would

not be so significant as 1o jusify retusal” and “the proposal accorded with the broad
:prif of the development plan.’

Ihe vast majority of Inverclvde’s residents will not be able o see the wind turbines
from there dwellings.

The one approved and two proposed turbines are equally spaced and will be built with
identical turbines, theretore appearing as a single three turbine development. Commaon
sense dictates this is preferential to widespread and mismatching developments over o
wider area; this also accords with SNH Guidance.

[t is unreasonable to think tarbines can be placed in locations with consistent exposure
o prevailing winds and not have some degree a visual impact,

I Inverclvde Council are serious about contributing 1o the Scottish Government’s
target of 80% of Scotland’s electricity from renewable resources by 2020, then wind
turbines over S0m will require to be approved.

Priestside is one of very limited opportunities 1o develop turbines over SOm in
Inverclyde. The countryside surrounding Priestside has a high degree of industrialised
clutier with Devol Moor sub-station and associated pylon lines, surely il turbines are
1o be developed anywhere it makes common sense to start in a location where the
landscape is already degraded, rather than disturb the unspoilt areas of Clyde
Muirshiel Regional Park.

For all of the reasons outlined above it is requested that the Review Body overtwrn the
Officers decision and grant planning permission.

BRYCE BOYD PLANNING SOLUTIONS JULY 2013

11



REFERLSCES

M e relude Leval Plan 2008, Imicrie Supgementary Plonsmyg Guidancs faPG) far Wind Farmsy, Murch 2000
Thiv Report wer presenied o e Courtcll in Marck 2018, and Jaud w0 the qperoval of the Supplementiary Flonmeg
Cidiznee for Wind Farme and Jacerim Loca! Plan Policies 1UT6A and 8. The quote U raien from, CONCLUTIONS
S OPPORTUNITIES FOR STRATEGIC WIND FARMS

v and Dastoming Wies Farmy in tha Landrcope, Vertion | Désembar /0 Tha

enenil 1o thi Counctl §
i Foemy and Interim Loza
remaining areas oF no sigrfficant comytrim, Wind speodfead fosneciion

" mbntasy I'iannis

i
titesn v 3 Refileg

Y Fipure 3 munmes ar annust average wind speed ar 45m above grosed fevel of Rl computer softwars fat
than beer wod fo axtrapolaie this w annspaied wind speed ap different fub heights. accordingly i o apsumed
wind apecdds for the mdividuagl slter are: Priesistde 7 5mis Finnpehbop & Leitchlamd Fmiy, Dyverler ¢ Smiy
Turbing wulpur har bear whan from mamgacturcrs pablished data less a factor o 0.8 10 cover anticipated loarer

Wl frpura 4 f¢ bused on g combination of
i Fublishad data froven Scotland Censty Result 2007

il grm's Tipical Domestia Elecirical Envegy Conrumetivs Fipras, This atsumes ¢ howsehold damesnz
comumptien of 3, 300F Wivanmum
1 Mungfgerarers published duta less a fior of O 8 1o cover anticipated losres.

W The rencwably cnargy generation farged was initially 3¢t out in Scottivk Panning Policy, poragraph 182, This
wiay then superseded in a speeck given by dlexs Salmond in September 2000,

Bl ¥o demonrerais the constraint of residantial amerity all restdential properics within Inverclpde were dentlfed
For aecuracy some rural propertics and Skelmorlic in North Aprshive thar lie ounwitk Inverclude but within 673m
o the boundery have been included. Alvo included aré the carawan paris at the Cloch ang Kelivbank. Once all
residences ward identified u 67 5m propergy bufer was applisd

Thore are instances where furbines in > 50w can be daveloped less than 675m from raxideniial propery: If @
pruperty har financial invoivement in the wind mrbinegs) notse lovels ot thelr own peoperty s of their cwn
disererion. In a sodsy emvironment fe.g, close o & motorway, deal-carvisgeway, raibway, Industrial essates, open-
st quarrics, e} the noise uf the wind wrbinefs) can merge with the hackground nuie, resulting in less ynerous
raite saparation buffers (thin usually requires on-siee meanurameng, Manwfaetures con down-rate wind turlinafs)
to radice notie emiviions, iy reduces wind turhine production capacity, secordingly drvelupers try fe inwodd this.

Figure § iv dosigned to be indicarive and not definitive, as explained there are imsanees wheee wimd trbines)
> 5itm could be developed within 673m of propertics. It docs however demonginats dreaz whtra rexidential amenity
i gy Fikely to e compromised by wingd wurbine devalnpment

Pl Fhir map shows Clwde Mutrshicl Regional Park combined with the West Renfrew Hill Regional Seenlc Ava
This i indicarive of Invercivde s SPG as referenced in '

™ Fhie map shows she areas that Glasgow Adirport Radar Coverape & at Slm above ground level or less. The
Srveiopmant o wind srbings 5 S0m fr there area: & liely to draw an sviotion: okfectinn It should ba nowd a: of
July 200 3 the following three proven forme of radat mingesion exise for Glasgew Alrport Rudur

i Blanking of single wind mrincy from the radar sereens
i, Radar infill uring Kincardine Rodur operaied by Scotrish Fewer,
g Radar indill using Cumbernemld Hadar operated by Seottish & Southora Encegy,

he bianking of ringle wind mrbine mey be applicablc in ceriain alrcumetances. This miay mcan some areay are
suitable for @ single wind fturbine >30m in arear current shown as black on the map, howewer it would not be
applizable to groups of trbings > 56m. The radar cellings from Kincardwe Rodar are generally woo Righ ovar
frvercivde to be useful for radar inill The radar ceflings from Cumbernauld Kadar are gennrally tor low over
Irveralvde tr be wagful for radar in-fill

Radar mitigation iv a fluid sicuation and cireumssances ey chrg in the funee, however @ af duly 2013 on ather
provan form of mitgation cxists for Glasgow Airpore Rader

" YR guon: & takin fom feverchede Coumsil's vecbate AU 4T s vtk el =
2RVl ] g rene pp=



PRODUCTION 1
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Inverclyde

~ councii

REPORT OF HANDLING

Report By: Guy Phillips Report No: 13/0036AC
Contact 01475 712422 Date: 18" April 2043
Officern

Subject: Erection of 2 No. 67 metre high {to blade fip} wind turbines at

Priestside Farm, Auchentiber Road, Kilmacolm

SITE DESCRIPTION

The site is in the countryside, between Port Glasgow and Kilmacolm, approximately 700m lo the
north of Priestside Farm steading on Auchentiber Road. it is within the Green Belt and the Devol
Road Upland Site Of Importani Nature Conservation (SINC). There are two lines of electricity
pylons running to the north and south of the sile. Approximately 400m to the west, at High
Mathernock Farm is the site of a 67m high to blade tip wind turbine, granied planning permission in
August last year. There is a temporary anemometer mast on the wind turbine site at High
Mathernock.

Residential properties in proximity to the sile include Auchentiber Farm lo the west, High
Mathemock Farm, Priestside Farm, "Cauldside” and "Pennysieral”, Gryffeside Fam and Overwcod
ali to the south and "West Kilbride" and "Cunston Coflage™ to the east.

PROPOSAL

i1 is proposed to erect two wind turbines, each with a height of 67m to blade tip. Access would be
by a Y shaped track to be formed off Devol Track, approximately 500m to the wesl. The access
track is also within the Devol Road Upland SINC site.

The planning applicalion is accompanied by maps detailing location and coniext. topography,
theoretical visibility and cumulative impact, photomontages and wire frame diagrams and a
Landscape Statement, all to illustrate visual impact within a 15km radius of the site. Also submitted
are an Associated Infrastructure Assessment, Newl Habitat Survey, Bal Survey, Otler & Water
Vole Survey, Bird & Badger Impacl Assessment and a Noise Impact assessment.

The maps accompanying the planning application illustraie that views of the proposed turbines are
possible from as far afield as Johnstone, Bonhill, Dumbarton, Cardross, Helensburgh, Rosengath
and Kilcreggan. Within Inverclyde, long views are possible from Kilmacolm, Quarriers Village and
the easlern periphery of Port Glasgow.

Through their supporting information the applicant reaches the following conclusions:

1. The combination of the approved wind turbine al High Mathernock and those proposed would
elevate the level of cumulative impact within he area. Their uniformily and proximily would
maintain the impression of a single, uniforrm, development, preferable to widespread and
mismaiching developmenis in the fulure.



2. If suilable agreements can be putl in place with the Roads Authorities for necessary upgrades,
the route to the site can be navigaled by vehicies carrying the components of the wind turbines.

I There is no significant impact upon the three Scheduled Ancient Monuments within 2km of the
site: Pennysteral Fanm Motle, High Mathemock Anti-Aircraft Battery and Craigmarioch Wood Fort

4. The development wouid not be visible to Glasgow Airporl’s Primary Radar System or any military
radar instaliation.

5. The {urbines are a safe distance away from a replacement fine of eleciricity pylons proposed to
the north of the site.

6. Pollution threats, including upon private water supply, are minimal.

7. As the turbines are in excess of 10 rolor diameiers from the nearesi house, they comply with
Scottish Planning Policy on shadow flicker.

8. There is not anticipated 1o be any impact on communication systems.
g, There is no significan likelihood of any impact on Great Crested Newls,
10. Impact upon individual bats and bat populations is expected 1o be very low.

11. | is considered unlikely thal otters shall suffer any significant negalive impacts from
construclion works, the operation of the wind lurbines and their decommissioning.

12. The proposed turbines, access {rack, lurning areas and crane pads will have an impacl of very
low significance on the SINC habitats and 1o bird life using the area and no effect on badgers.

13. There is unlikely to be disturbance from noise.

The applicant has confirmed that the ouiput from the proposed lurbines is not for local need and is
to be fed inlo the national grid. The Planning Siatement submitied with the planning application
confirms that an application has been made o Scotlish Power 1o connect lo =ither of the existing
11kV or 33kV overhead line networks.

LOCAL PLAN POLICIES
Local Plan Policy UTE - Renewable Energy Infrastructure

in assessing proposals for renewable energy infrastructure, Inverclyde Council, as Planning
Authority, will have regard {o the impact on:

{a) the natural environment and buili heritage of ihe focality;
(b) the landscape, particulady when viewed from major transport corridors;
(c)  residential amenity;

{d) tourism and leisure resources, particularly if within the Clyde Muirshiel Regional Park; and
(e) 1he operation of aircrafl and telecommunications equipment.

Local Plan Policy UTBA - Wind Farms of 20MW and Above

Wind farms with an output of 20 MW and over will be supporled where:
Wind farms with an outpul of 20MVW and over will be supporied where:



2) the objectives of inlemational natural heritage designation are not compromised or where the
proposed development is likely to have an adverse efiect:

« there te no allemative solution; and
« there are imperalive reasons of over-riding public interest, including those of a

£CONOmICc nature;

wn

b)  the objectives of national natural heritage designalion and the overall inlegnity of the area are
not compromised or where any significan! adverse effects on the qualities for which the area
has been designated are clearly outweighed by social and economic benefils of national
importance;

and where the proposed development:

c) is sited within the landiorm to ensure il does nol have a delrimental effect on the landscape
and wider environment;

d) does nol have an unacceptable adverse impact on the positive strategic assets of Clyde
Muirshie} Regional Park and the Wes! Renfrew Hills Scenic Area. such as:

i landscape and visual amenity,
it.  iourism;

iii.  recreation; and

iv. conservalion;

g) does nol have an unacceptable adverse impact directly on the buill heritage of the area or ils
setling;

N does not have an unacceplahle adverse impact on biodiversily;

g) does not have an unacceptable impact on the water environment, including its quality,
quantity and ecological status;

h)  does not lead to unaccepiable cumulative impacts on the landscape,;
i) does not have an unacceptable adverse effect on aviation interests;

and where:

i) in consultation with the relevant bodies, the presence of nolifiable installations and exclusion
rones are laken into account when deslgning sites; and

k) in consultation with the relevant bodies, the presence of broadcasting and
lelecommunications infrastruciure are taken inte account when designing sites.

Nole (1) These criteria would also apply 1o smaller scale wind farms (<20MW) which can ofien be
more easily accormmodated in lhe landscape, therefore, some of the areas that are not
suitable for sirategic wind farms could be acceptable. It would still be necessary to protect the
environmental and built herilage resources and the local communily by ensuring they were
designed and siled to incur minimum impacl. Given ihe variely of combinations and sizes of
turbines that could be used to produce an output up to 20MW, it is likely that it will only be
possible 1o determine what is acceplable when specific applications are assessed.

Local Plan Policy UTEB - Small Scale Wind Turbine development

In assessing proposals for small scale wind turbine developments, Inverclyde Council, as Planning
Authority, will be supportive where the proposed development satisfies the criteria of Local Plan



Policies UTE and UTBA, where relevant, and will have regard io the impac! on

a) neighbouring/adjoining properties and residential amenity aenerally,
b) road salety,

2) natural and buill heritage resources in proximily lo the sile
1) wildlife resources and habitats;
) proximity to pylons and overhead power lines, and other service

!HfraSWUﬁIUﬂ:; dand
i) the landscape, especially when viewed from public vantage points, including
local roads, neighbouring seftiements, and when set against the skyiine.

Local Plan Policy DS8 - Green Bell

There is & presumption againsi development in the designaied Green Bell, as identified on the
Proposals Map. Proposals will only be considered favourably in exceplional or mitigating
circumstances and where the criteria for development in Policy DS10 for the 'Countryside’ can be
satisfied.

Logal Plan Policy DS10 - Countryside

Development within the countryside (including the Green Belt) will be permitted only where il can
be supporied with reference to the following criteria:

{(a) itis required for the purposes of agriculture and foresiry;

(b} it iz a recreation, leisure or tourism proposal which is appropriate for the countryside and
contributes 1o the social and economic development of the ares;

(c) there is a specific locational requirement for the use and it cannot be accommodated on an
alternative sile;

(d) it entails appropriate re-use of vacant buildings which it would be desirable to retain for their
hisioric or architectural characier; or

(e) itforms part of an establishment or institution standing in extensive grounds; and

{fy it does not adversely impact on the landscape characier;

{g) it does not adversely impact on the natural heritage resource;

{h) il does nol adversely affect the visual amenity of the area and is capable of salisfactory
mitigation;

(iy there is a need for additional land for development purposes, provided it takes account of the
requirements of the Structure Plan; and

{jy 1l complies with oiher relevant Local Plan policies.

Local Plan Policy HR1 - Designated Environmental Resources and Built Heritage

Development thal would adversely affect, directly or indireclly, the nalural or buill heritage
resources listed in Schedule 9.1 and where indicated, on the Proposals Map, will nct normally be
permitted.

Having regard to the designation of the environmentai resource and built heritage, exceptions will
only be made where:

(@) Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSS1) will net be compromised;

{b) visual amenity and townscape will not be compromised;

{c) no other site, identified in the Local Plan as suitable, is available;

(d) the social and economic benefils of the scheme outweigh the lotal or partial loss of the
environmental resource,

(&) the developer has demonstrated that the impact of the development on the environment will
be minimised; and

(fh  the loss can be compensated by habitat crealion/site enhancement elsewhers, and whers
there are satisfactory arrangements to achieve this.



CONSULTATIONS

CAA ~ No objeclions

NATS - CTC - No objections

MOD Safeguarding - No objections

BAA Aerodrome Safeguarding - No objections

Head Of Environmental And Commercial Services - No objections subject 1o conditions
requiring the submission of a drainage impact assessment, reserving the size and weight of
construction and maintenance vehicles, their route and number of trips and the submission of a

remediation scheme for roads and verges.

Head Of Safer And Inclusive Communities - No objections subject to conditions to control the
spread of Japanese Knotweed and any potential site contamination and to restrict noise.

West Dunbartonshire Council — no response.
Argyll And Bute Council - no response.
PUBLICITY

The application was advertised in the Greenock Telegraph on 15th February 2013 as there are no
premises on neighbouring land.

SITE NOTICES

The nalure of the proposal did not require a site nolice.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Six written representations have been received, including from Kilmacolm Civic Trust.

The objectors are concemned that:-

1. The turbines dominate the skyline with @ visual impact exlending to many dwellings falling wilhin
a 2km radius al Porl Glasgow, Auchenbothie and Kilmacolm in addition to those in immediate

nroximity to them. The joint campus school under construction in Porl Glasgow is also impacted.

2. To grant planning permission in lhis instance shall resull in a proliferation of wind turbines
spailing the landscape in a disorganised and unplanned manner

3. In the appeal decision for the wind turbine eapproved al High Mathemock, the Reporter advised
that any future proposals would have lo be assessed on their own merit including the cumulative
impast wilh existing turbines which would piace a limil on the number allowed. He further advised
thal his conclusion may have been different if a greater number of turbines were proposed.

4. The development shall create a three lurbine wind farm.
5. Consullation is on going for a development of 10, 110m high wind turbines on & sile 1o the north

of the application site. Approval of thal development and that under consideration in this planning
application would result in two wind farms, approximately 2km apar.



6. The turbines are commercial in scale, nol for domestic use, visually obtrusive over long
distances. have a differentisi speed range, cause shadow fiicker and are inafficient.

7. Nearby houses shall be adversely impacted by noise and shadow flicker

The Glasgow & Clyde Valiey Landscape Assessment seeks to discourage the erection of

O, Wind turbines should not be sited in the Green Bell
10. The area shall become less attractive to visilors.

11, Auchentiber Road carries a high degree of commuter traffic and serves as a short cut from Port
Glasgow to Kilmacolm.

12. Private water supplies and wildlife shall be adversely affecled by the construclion works.
Wildlife shall be further impacted by the rotor blades.

13.The applicant's assessment of the impact on migratory birds fails o mention the annual
congregation of large numbers of Barnacle Geese 1o the west of Cunston Cottage.

14 Construction of the turbines shall result in the release of CO2 .
15.There is a danger from potential ice throw.

16. Future methods of harnessing wind energy may render wind turbines obsolete within 2 short
fimescale.

17. Fixed turbine technology is not commercially viable without government subsidy.
18. There shall be an adverse impact upon the values of nearby houses.

19, There is no economic benefit to the local area.

ASSESSMENT

The site is located within the Green Beli, where Local Plan policies DS8 and D310 apply. However,
ac a renewable energy developmeant which may be expected to be located in a Green Belt/rural
jocation, il is considered appropriate 1o assess the proposal against national and local planning
palicy for such developmenis.

The general planning policy position, stemming from Scollish Planning Policy, is ibal planning
authorities should support the development of a diverse range of renewable energy technologies
and that developmenl plans or supplementary guidance must clearly indicate faclors that will be
iaken into account in decision making. The Govemnment itsell provides web based renewables
advice and this is reflected in the Council's Interim Planning Policy Position Statement on Small
Scale Wind Farms, approved by the Safe Sustainable Communities Commitlee in March 2011
This slatemenl introduced & new Policy UT6B which identifies thal the Council will be supportive of
developmert where the crileria of Policies UT6 (Renewable Energy Infrastructure) and UT6A (Wind
Farms of 20MW and above) have been met and there has been regard to:

a) the impact on neighbouring and nearby properties and residential amenity generally;
b) road safety;

c) natural and built heritage resources in proximity lo the site.

d) wildlife resources and habilats.

e) proximity to pylons and overhead power lines and other service infrastruclure.



ihe landscape, especially when viewed from public vantage points, including local road:
neighbouring settlements, and when set against the skyline.

Policies UT6 and UTBA reguire consideration of the polenlial impact on the operation of aircraft
and lelecommunications equipment. | note, however, thal the CAA, National Air Traffic Service
BAA and the MOD offer nc objections

The policies also require assessment of the impact on the natural and buill environmenl,
landscape, and residential amenity, all of which are also addressed by assessment agains! Policy
UT6E (crileria &, ¢, d and T). Couniryside tourism is inexiricably linked to the quality of tandscape
and views from public vantage points, and it is appropriate lo consider this in an assessment
against Policy UTEB (criterion 1).

Accordingly il remains lo assess the application againsl the criteria iisted in Policy UTSE with
reference to Scottish Planning Policy and olher development plan policies as applicable.

a) Impact on neighbouring and nearby properties and residential amenity generally.

Policy UTBB requires development to have regard to impact on neighbours and general residential
amenity. There are @ residential properties in the immediate area surrounding the sile of the
proposed wind turbines. Potential impacis upon them arise from shadow flicker, noise and visual
impact. The Scotiish Government's online advice "Onshore Wind Turbines” advises that where
separation is provided between wind turbines and nearby dwellings of 10 rotor diameters shadow
flicker should not be a problem. The necessary separalion distance in this instance, therefore, is
440m, which the proposal salisfies (the nearest house is approximately 627 metres distant). The
proposal therefore accords with Government advice on separation for shadow flicker.

With respect to the issue of noise, there are no objections from the Head of Safer and Inclusive
Communities.

Adverse visual impact is of most significance 1o those living closest to it and is a key factor in the
determination of the application. The photomontages submitted with the planning application are
laken al distances ranging between 860m and 4.78km. The wind turbines would be highly visible
from the closest dwellings set within an area of rolling countryside. At a distance of a litlle over
6500m metres lo the nearest house, | consider that the visual impact of large turbines will be oi
major significance to residents living closest o them and forms grounds for refusal of the
application.

b) Road safely. There are no objections from the Head of Environmental and Commercial Services
on road safety grounds.

¢) and d) Natural and built heritage resources in proximity to the site and wildlife resources and
habilals.

The site is within a SINC and as such it also requires assessment against Policy HR1. The policy
advises that development that would adversely affedt, directly or indirectly, listed natural or buill
heritage resources will not normally be permitted. The proposal requires further assessment
against criteria {2} - (e) within policy HR1:

{(a) Sites of Special Scientific Interesl will nol be compromised. The proposal dees not affect an
S88] and is, therefore, acceplable in this regard. | accept the applicant's conclusion that
ihe proposeal has an impact of very low significance on the SINC habitats.

{b) Visual amenily and townscape. | shall assess this impact in detail under criterion (f) of
policy UTEB.

{cy No other siig, identified in the Local Plan as suitable is available. While no other site has
been idenlified as suilable for large scale wind turbine development in this pari of



Inverclyde's countryside, | do not consider that thal provides any justification for granting

planning permission.

The social and economic benefils of the scheme outweigh the lotal or partial loss of the

environmental resource. In determining the appeal for the wind turbine at High Mathermock

the Reporter considered that the site has little conservation value. The application sile liec

within the same SINC site and | am in agreement with the conclusion of the Habital Study

e) The Impact of the developmeni on the environmenl will be minimised. 1 shall assess thi
impact in detail under criterion (f) of policy UTGE

{f}y Loss can be compensaled by habital creation/site enhancement elsewhere on Ihe
applicant's land. The site is small and habital disruption may be compensated elsewhere.

(d

Overall, | am satisfied that policy HR1 is not compromised.

&) Proximity 1o pylons and overhead power lines and other service infrastructure. Two existing
power lines run to the north and south of the site. | consider that there is sufficient distance
between the proposed turbine and overhead lines for safety not to be an issue.

f) The landscape, especially when viewad from public vantage points, including local roads,
neighbouring settlements, and when set ageinst the skyline.

Criterion (b) of Policy HR1 and criterion {f) of Policy UT6B require consideration to be given to
visual amenity with particular reference to the experience of the landscape when viewed from
public vantage poinis, including local roads, neighbouring setlements and when set against the
skyline, The main pubiic vantage poinls in close proximity are Auchentiber Road, the B788 and
Auchenbothie Road. The submitted photomontages demonstrate that the turbines are seen io
break the skyline from all of these roads. Al a distance of around 600 metres from Auchentiber
Road, at its nearest point, | consider this breaking of the skyline to be of significance and to have
an adverse impact upon visual amenity.

Scottish Government guidance for assessing visual impacl indicales thal scale is a relevant
consideration, iaking into accounl the significance of the landscape and the views, proximity,
intervisibility and sensitivity of visual receptors. | agree with parl of the conclusion of the
Landscape Siatemenl i.e. the combination of the approved wind turbine at High Mathemock and
those proposed would elevate lhe level of cumulative impact within the area. The remainder of the
conclusion of the Landscape Stlatement that uniformily and proximity would maintain the
impression of a single, uniform, developmeni, preferable to widespread and mismatching
developments in the future does not, 1 consider provide justification for further large scale wind
turbine development in this part of Inverclyde's countryside. As evidenced by the photomontages
and wire frame diagrams submitled with the planning application, the turbines would appear as
dominant elements in the landscape and be seen to break the skyline in numerous directions

| acknowiedge the lines of pylons running te the north and south of the site as an existing element
of the landscape. Unlike wind turbines, however, these are a static feature. The turbines are, 1o
blade tip, higher and being animated features, are a greater visual intrusion. 1 consider this 1o be to
ihe visual detriment and experience of the landscape.

| consider the view of the Reporler in the determinalion of the appeal for the turbing approved al
the adjoining High Mathernock key to the assessment of impact upon views from furiher afield. He
ook the view that a single turbine when viewed from Kilmacolm, Porl Glasgow and further afield in
Argyil, would not be significant. Critically, however, he also advised thal his conclusion may have
been differeni if a grealer number of turbines were proposed. The proposal would result in &
trebling of the presence of large wind turbines in this part of Inverclyde’s countryside. As evidenced
by the photomontages and wire frame diagrams, there is a significant and adverse visual impacl
upon the views of the site from the boundaries of Porl Glasgow and Kilmacolm.

In summary, while there are wind turbines elsewhere throughoul Scotiand which are significantly
higher than that proposed | consider that within the context of the local landscape, the presence of



nearby houses and proximity 1o the B788 road, the 67m high turbines, when added lo the 67m high
turbine granied on appeal at the adjoining High Mathemock, have an adverse cumulative impacl on
visual amenily and landscape character

In response o the objectors’ concerns nol covered by my assessmeni against the Local Plan

The zrea shall become less aftractive lo visilors: Auchentiber Road is designated as a core
footpath, encouraging walkers into the countryside. Policy LR6G informs that the Councll will seek lo
protect and promote the ‘core path network’ (both exisling and proposed) and the other key themes
of the adopted Inverclyde Access Strategy. In determining the appeal for the wind turbine
previously grented planning permission at High Mathemack, the Reporter determined that the scale
of the development would be unlikely to discourage many people walking pasl on a through route.
He further deiermined that some individuals may regard the turbine as being of visual interest. The
proximity of the proposed wind turbines to that granted on appeal satisiy me that the Reporler's
view regarding polential impact on users of the Core Footpath remains valid.

Private waler supplies and wildlife shall be adversely affected by the construction works — impact
upon private water supplies is, | consider, satisfactorily addressed by the Hydrology & Geology
saction of the Associated Infrastructure Assessment and there are no objections from the Head of
Safer & Inclusive Communities.

Wildlife shall be further impacted by the rotor blades: 1 am in agreement with the conclusions of the
Newt Habitat Survey, Bat Survey, Otter & Water Vole Survey, Bird & Badger impact Assessment
that there are no significant impacts upon wildlife.

There is a danger from potential ice throw: While there may be a small potential risk from ice throw
in cold conditions, | consider that this does not justify refusal of planning permission.

There shall be an adverse impact upon the values of nearby houses: This is nol a material
Planning consideration

There is no economic benefit to the local area: The fact that output from the turbines is to be fed
direct to the National Grid, for profit, determines that there is no specific requirement for them at the
location, however, given Government palicy to support renewable energy, that does not provide a
justification for refusal of planning permission.

Given my unfavourable assessment of impacts upon visual amenity and landscape character |
consider the proposal fails 1o aceord eriterion (f) of Policy UTBB, and consequently Policy UT6
(criterion b) and Policy UTBA (criterion c).

DECISION

That the application be refused for the following reason:

1. The height and scale of the proposed turbines and their proximily to the wind turbine
granted planning permission at High Mathernock, nearby housing, Auchentiber Road,
Auchenbothie Road, the B788, Kilmacolm village and the eastern parl of upper Porl
Glasgow have a cumulative impact in creating an unexpecled and dominant collective
fealure in this part of the Inverclyde countryside to the detriment of visual amenily and
Jlandscape character and thus contrary to:

a. Poticy UT6 of the Inverclyde Local Plan, criterion (b} which requires regard to be given 1o
the landscape, especially when viewed from majer transport coridors.



interim Inverclyde Local Plan Policy UTEA, criterion (¢} which requires turbines o be siled
within the landform lo ensure thal they do not have a detnmental effect on the landscape
and wider environment

C. Interim Inverclyde Local Flan Policy UTEB, criterion (1) which requires regard to be given to
ihe landscape, especially when viewed from public vantage points, including local roads
nelahbouring settlemenis and when sel against the skyline

Signed:

X

Case Officer: Guy Phillips

Stuart Jamieson
Head of Regeneration and Planning



PRODUCTION 2

Landscape Statement
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Reporter's Decision Letter



Directorate for Planning and Environmental Appegls r*r’:{-r";l

Appeal Decision Notice i '
> _ d

T:01324 696 400 RS

F: 01324 696 444 The Scottish

E dpea@scotliand.gsl.gov uk CGovernment

Diecisian by Trevor A Crofl, @ Reporter appointed by the Scottish Ministers

« Planning appeal reference PPA-280-2011

«  Site address. High Mathernock Farm, Auchentiber Road, Kilmacoim, PATZ 4SF

«  Appeal by David Connell against the decision by Inverclyde Council

+  Application for planning permission 10/0340/IC dated 12 October 2010 refused by notice
dated & September 2011

¢ The development proposed: erection of wind turbine

« Application drawings® 00041000, 001, 002, 002, 004, 005, Landscape statement

o Date of site visit by Reporter. 18 January 2012

Cate of appeal decision 20 February 2012

Decision

| allow the appeal and grant planning permission subject to the three conditions listed at the
end of this decision notice  Atienlion is also drawn to the three advisory notes at the end of
the notice.

Reasoning

1 The determining issues in this appeal are the impact of the proposed wind turbine on
the landscape, residential properties and nearby settlements, taking inte account the
provisions of the development plan, and whether other matenial considerations support
sither allowinag or dismissing the appeal

2. The appeal proposal is for a 0.32 megawatt wind turbine and associated
infrastructure located some three kilometres north-west of Kilmacolm. It would be 45
metres in height to the hub, and 61 metres to the upper biade tip. The site forms pari of
High Mathernock farm, approximately 1.2 kilometres east of the B788 Greenock-Kilmacolm
road. Access would be via farm track, known as the Devol Road, which leads north from
Auchentiber Road towards Port Glasgow  The site, identified for me by a fence post, is on
ground rising to the north at an aftitude of about 185 metres, comprising of marginal rough
grazing which was very wel at the time of my inspection. The surrounding landscape 1s
rolling grassland with a number of farmsteads in the vicinity. The nearest ones are
Auchentiber, Cunston, High Mathernock and Priestside, some 1,070, 1,360, 1,145 and
1,500 metres away respectively. The latter is subject to another, independent, appeal for

4 The Courtyard, Callendar Business Park, Faikirk, FH1 1XR
Dx 557005 Falkirk veww scotland. gov.uk, Topics/Planning/Appeals




PPA-260-2011

an anemometer mast thal is associated with the proposed turbine. | have dealt with that
appeal in a separate decision notice

The single reason for refusal states that the combination of height and scale
proximity to public roads, a core footpath, residential properties and visual prominence from
Kilmacolm {would) creale a dominant and excessively prominent feature in this patt of
Inverclyde's countryside, contrary to local plan policy UTE, small wind turbine intenm policy
UT68, and wind farms intenim policy UTBA
4 Local Plan policy UT6 Renewable Energy infrastructure stales, in briefl. that in
assessing such proposals regard will be had to the impact on five criteria, the relevant ones
here being (a) natural environment. {b) landscape, parlicularly viewed from major transport
corridors, and (¢) residential amenity. Interim policy UTEA is for wind farms with a power
output of 20 megawatis and above, so clearly does not apply in this case. Interim policy
UTEB is for small scale wind turbine developments and says that these will be supported
where the criteria of local plan policy UT6 are met, where relevant, and having regard to the
impact on six criteria, the relevant ones being (a) neighbouring/adjoining properties and
residential amenity generally, and (f) landscape, especially when viewed from public
vantage points and sel against the skyline
8. The appeliant's submissions include assessments thal cover impact on birds,
transport, construction, grid connection and electrical works, hydrology and drainage, and
landscape and visual. The latter provides photomontages and wirescapes from six
viewpoints: one to the south of Kilmacolm; two 1o the north of the settlement, and east of
the site, on the A761 Kilmacolm to Port Glasgow road; and three on the B788 to the west of
the site. Consuliants commissioned by the council concluded that this report lacked
sufficient detail and clarity of conclusions, so it was revised by the appeliant {then
applicant). The council's consultants, whilst maintaining some criticisms of the revised
document, considered it provided the council with sufficient information to make a decision
on the proposal, although they did not make a specific recommendation about this. | agree
with this view, and find the overall information provided, taken with my own observations at
the site and surrounding area, are sufficient for me to make a considered judgement about
the impact of the proposed turbine.

6. Taking first the 2005 local plan, the preamble to policy UTE refers generally io
windfarms, rather than smaller scale developments of a single or @ small number of
turbines, and there is no clear expression of the council's attitude to these. Itis therefore
lefi to a consideration of the criteria set down in the policy to determine specific proposals
¥ Of the relevant ones, looking at the natural environment, crilerion (a), the appeal site
i< jocated within a site of interest to nature conservation, a local plan designation. The site
covers a large area, predominantly to the east and north-gast of the appeal site. The
western boundary of the designated site at this point follows the Devol Road, which is only
a few metres away from the appeal site. My own observations suggest that the site has
little nalure conservation value at this point. The council's biodiversity officer does not have
any concerns about the proposal, mainly because of its small scale. Scottish Natural
Heritage concluded that the proposal will not have a significant effect on the qualifying

4 The Courtvard, Caliendar Business Park, Falkirk, FKK1 1XR
DX557005 Falkirk www scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Planning/Appeals




and in paricular would not impact on internationaily tmportant populations of breeding hen
harriers. 1 find there is no conflict with criterion (2)

interests of the Renfrewshire Heights, Inner Clyde or Black Cart Special Protection Areas

'en]

L ooking at criterion (b) the proposed turbine is of medium scale compared to the

arge turbings used for major windfarms, which can now exceed 130 metres In height. The
nenerator nacelle is also modest in size. | have found from my own observations during
site inspections elsewhere that it 1s of a type similar to those frequently used for small scale

renewable energy developments, such as the one proposed.

9. The appellant has commented that the level of informalion suggested by the
councit's consuftants is more relevani for a windfarm, rather than a single turbing, for which
an environmental impact assessment is not normally required. 1 have some sympathy with
this opinion. Every wind furbine of a non domestic scale is likely 1o appear significant in the
tandscape, but will be less so than a larger number of taller turbines. The question to be
addressed is whether that impact is acceptable in any given set of circumstances.

10 The principal ohjection to the proposal is from Kilmacolm Community Councit. 1t
submitted a helpful and detailed commentary, although the policy guidance quoted has
largely been replaced by Scottish Planning Policy. Although assessing a range of impacts
the submission focuses on visual impact and proximity to setlements. 1t considers that the
amount of energy produced would be so small a contribution towards the Government's
targets that it would not justify the visual harm that would come from the proposat. It
concludes that to supply energy for Inverclyde homes would require 200 such turbines,
which would have a disastrous effect on the local landscape. Inverclyde should therefore
have a clear policy of refusing wind turbines

11, There are a number of flaws in these arguments. Such a policy would be conirary to
Government guidance. The appeal proposal is for a single turbine — any future proposals
would have to be assessed on their own merits, including the cumuiative impact with
existing turbines, which would place a limit on the number of turbines allowed. The amount

of energy produced is not a reason for refusing the deveiopment, providing the impact is
acceptable.

12 Other than from parts of the southern edge of Port Glasgow the proposal meets the
two kilometre separation distance from settlements referred o in Scotlish Planning FPolicy.
However, because of the comparatively small scaie of the proposed turbine, its impact
when seen from that area, particularly from Bardrainney, would not so significant, within the
averall scale of the landscape, as to justify refusal of the development. | reach the same
conclusion with respect to Kitmacolm, and other setliements in the surrounding area. It
would also be seen from a greater distance, including parts of Argyll io the north of the
Clyde, but from these distances it would be virtually invisible in many climatic
circumstances. If a greater number of turbines were praposed the conclusion may be
different. but { must deal with the single turbine before me.

13 As well as taking into account the photomontages, | viewed the site from the main
routes in the area during my inspection. 1 also noted the large number of pylons in the
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area. Whilst these are much shorter in height, many are paricularly prominent because of
relatively complex construction. Whilst this does not provide an argument for furthet
prominent features in the landscape, it dogs mean that the turbine would not be the oniy
feature drawing the eye from viewpoints in the area. In this case, and based on my
experience of similar turbines elsewhere, the impact from a distance would be subdued

~ithin the scale of the wider landscape. Taking all these considerations together, | find that

the visual impact of the proposed turbine would not be so significant as to jusiify refusal

no overriding conflict with criterion (b)

I'merefore there 15

14 Similar considerations affect criterion (c), residential amenity. There are objections
from the occupiers of the ihree properties likely to be most affected by the turbine,
Auchentiber, Cunston and High Mathernock, being the closest to the site, with relatively
clear tines of sight. The latter would arguably be subject to greater impact because of the
turbine being viewed from significantly lower ground. On balance, however, because of the
scale of the turbine, and a viewing distance of over one kilometre, | do not accept the
council's view that there would be an unacceptable impact on the residential amenity of
these properties. Judgement against criterion (c) is therefore acceptable. Taking the three
criteria together, 1 find the propesal compatible with the relevant policy of the local plan.

15.  Looking al interim planning policy UTEB, the criteria for this cover similar subject
areas to those of the local pian policy. The considerations set out above therefore apply.
and | find no major conflict with the policy.

16, A number of other issues have been raised, including potential impact on water
supply at High Mathernock Farm. |t is stated that the proposal, especially as a result of
construction excavation, could contaminate the water supply, which comes from the spring
jower down the hill. There is no clear evidence to support this, but | note the council's Head
of Safer and inclusive Communities does not have any concermns, and the spring appears 0
be fed from a locally different part of the calchment. Simitarly the council is not concerned
about noise or shadow flicker. Because of the distances involved | accept this view. | also
accept the council's view, again because of the distances involved. that road safety would
not be an issue.

17.  The council also expresses concern about the proximity of core paths to the turbine
— the closest being the Devol Road, which is effectively adjacent to the site. | do not regard
the proposed turbine as being of such a scale that it is likely to discourage many people
walking past on a through route. There may even be some who wouid regard the turbine
as being of visual interest. In reality, given the relative density of core paths across the
country, the refusal of turbine development within close proximity would rule out large areas
of countryside that would othenwise be suilable for the development, and | am certain this
was not the intention of any relevant Government policy.

18.  Finally, balancing the objectors’ and council’s views against the development, with
the general Scotlish planning and energy poficy support for wind energy development,
despite the relatively low out put of this single turbine, | conciude that any adverse impacts
would not be significant enough to justify refusal, and that the proposal accords with the
broad spirit, if not the exact letter of the development plan
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19 The council suggest two conditions in the event of permission being granted, relating
to decommissioning and turbine colour. 1 is also standard practice with such developmenis
to place a 25 year life on the permission, and the council accepts this Other conditions
have been suggested but these are generally concerning matters covered by other
legislation, such as water quality. SNH suggests limitations on periods of working dunng

decommissioning, but this could be dealt with by the council at that ime. | have modified
the council's proposed conditions to bring them into line with standard wind iurbine practice,
vhilst retaining their essential meaning. Subject to this the conditions meet the tests set oul

in circular 4/1998 regarding the use of conditions in planning permissions

20 | have considered all the other issues raised, but found none that justifies a different
decision

Trevor A Qi

Reporter
Conditions

1. The permission hereby granted shall endure for a period of 25 years from the
commencement of development. Atthe end of the 25 year period, unless with the
express approval in writing of the planning authority, the wind iurbine, structures and
ancillary equipment shall be dismantled and removed from the site, and the ground
fully reinstated to its former condition to a depth of no less than one metre below
ground surface level or such other means of restoration shall be carned oul as may
be agreed in writing by the planning authority. (Reason: in recognition of the
expected lifespan of the wind farm and in the interests of safety and visual amenity
once the plant is redundant.)

b

In the event that the turbine fails to produce any electricity supplied to the grid for a
continuous period of twelve months then it shall be deemed to have ceased to be
required and, unless agreed in writing with the planning auithority, the wind turbine
and the ancilary equipment directly associated with that wind turbine shall be
dismantled and removed from the site, and the ground fully reinstated to the written
satisfaction of the planning authority, to the specification set out in condition 1.
(Reason: fo avoid the adverse visual impact arising from a stationary or parily
dismantied wind turbine.)

(€3]

The wind turbines shall be finished in a non-reflective semi-matt finish and should not
display any advertising on any part of the turbine unless otherwise agreed in writing
with tha ptanning authority. Confirmation of the details of the finish and colour of all
externally visible components shall be submitted o and agreed in writing by the
planning authority prior to the commencement of development. (Reason: in the
interests of visual amenity and landscape protection.)
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Advisory notes

|. The length of the permission: This planning permission will last only for three years
from the date of this decision notice, unless the development has been started within that
period  (See section 58(1) of the Town and Country Planning {Scotiand) Act 1997 {as
amended). )

Notice of the start of development: The person carrying out the development must
give advance notice in writing to the planning authority of the date when it is intended to
start. Failure to do so is a breach of planning control. 1t could result in the planning
authority taking enforcement action. (See sections 27A and 123(1) of the Town and
Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 (as amended).)

3 Notice of the completion of the development: As soon as possible after it is

finished, the person who completed the development must wiite to the planning authority 1o

confirm the position. (See section 27B of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland} Act
1997 {as amended
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SUGGESTED CONDITIONS SHOULD
PLANNING PERMISSION BE GRANTED ON
REVIEW



ERECTION TWO 67m HIGH (TO BLADE TIP) WIND TURBINES:
PRIESTSIDE FARM, AUCHENTIBER ROAD, KILMACOLM (13/0036/IC)

Suggested conditions should planning permission be granted on review

Conditions

1. The permission hereby granted shall endure for a period of 25 years from the
commencement of the development. At the end of that period, unless a further
application for its retention has been submitied to and approved by the Planning
Authority, the wind turbines, structures and ancillary equipment shall be dismantled
and removed from the site, and the ground fully reinstated to its former condition to a
depth of no less than one metre below surface level, or such other means of
restoration shall be carried out as may be agreed in writing by the Planning Authority;
all such restoration to be completed within six months of the end of the 25 year
period.

2. In the event that the turbines fail to produce any electricity supplied to the grid for a
continuous period of twelve months then they shall be deemed to have ceased to be
required and, unless agreed in writing by the Planning Authority, the wind turbines,
structures and ancillary equipment shall be dismantled and removed from the site,
and the ground fully reinstated to its former condition in accordance with the
requirements of condition 1.

3. The wind turbines shall be finished in a non-reflective, semi-matt finish and no
advertising shall be displayed on any part of the furbines unless otherwise agreed in
writing by the Planning Authority. Details of the finish and colour of all externally
visible components shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Planning
Authority prior to the commencement of development.

4. That prior to the start of development, details of a survey for the presence of
Japanese Knotweed shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Planning
Authority and that, for the avoidance of doubt, this shall contain a methodology and
treatment statement where any is found. Development shall not proceed until
treatment is completed as per the methodology and treatment statement. Any
variation to the treatment methodologies will require subsequent approval by the
Planning Authority prior to development starting on site.

5. That the presence of any previously unrecorded contamination or variation to
anticipated ground conditions that becomes evident during site works shall be
brought to the attention of the Planning Authority within one week. Consequential
remediation shall not be implemented unless it has been submitted to and approved,
in writing by the Planning Authority.



6. That no fill or landscaping material shall be imported onto the site until written
details of the source and intended reuse of the imported materials has been
submitted for approval, in writing by the Planning Authority. The report shall
characterise the chemical quality (including soil-leachate and organic content etc),
volume and source of the imported materials with corresponding cross-sections and
plans indicating spatial distribution and depth/thickness of material placement within
the development site. The material from the source agreed only shall be imported in
strict accordance with these agreed details.

7. The level of noise emissions from the wind turbines when measured at any
dwelling, lawfully existing at the date of permission, shall not exceed:

a. between the hours of 23:00 and 07:00 the greater of 43dB L,20 (10
min) or 5dB(A) above the Night Hours Background Noise level at that
property; or

b. between the hours of 07:00 and 23:00 the greater of 40dB L,90 (10
min) or 5 dB(A) above the quiet Waking Hours Day Time Background
Noise Level at that property.

8. No development shall commence until the size and weight of vehicles required to
transport components and carry out maintenance, their route, locations of
infrastructure required to be changed to accommodate the vehicles, number of
proposed delivery trips, date of trips and details of likely remediation works to roads
and verges have been submitted to and approved in writing by the Planning
Authority.

9. No development shall commence until drainage details, a drainage impact
assessment and confirmation that SEPA's permission has been granted to cross any
stream or river have been submitted to and approved in writing by the Planning
Authority.

Reasons
1. In recognition of the expected lifespan of the wind turbine and to ensure the proper
restoration of the site, in the interests of safety and visual amenity, at the end of the

permitted period.

2. In the interests of the visual amenity of the area by removing redundant or partially
dismantled equipment.

3. In the interests of the visual amenity of the area.

4. To help arrest the spread of Japanese Knotweed in the interests of environmental
protection.

5. To ensure that all contamination issues are recorded and dealt with appropriately.

6. To protect receptors from the harmful effects of imported contamination.

7. To protect the amenities of occupiers of premises from unreasonable noise and
vibration levels.

8. In the interests of road safety on Inverclyde's road network,

9. To prevent harm from flooding.



