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Report No: ERC/ENV/IM/13.158 

 Contact Officer: Willie Rennie Contact No:  714761 
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1.0 PURPOSE 

 
 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to provide an update on progress on the proposed improvement 
works to the ex bowling green site within Birkmyre Park, Port Glasgow.   
 

 

2.0 SUMMARY 
 

 

2.1 The Birkmyre Park project relates to the ex-bowling green site which has been in a dilapidated 
condition for a number of years. In April 2012 a landscape architect was commissioned to 
undertake an initial feasibility study of the wider park environs and thereafter to produce outline 
design proposals for the ex bowling green site. A draft concept design report was produced in 
early November 2012.  
 

 

2.2 Following feedback from the Port Glasgow West Community Council, a second, alternative 
concept design was drafted in order to give local residents more of a choice as regards the type 
of options available. The designs are as represented in appendices 1 and 2. 
 

 

2.3 With the assistance of the Community Council, public consultation was entered into as regards 
the two potential landscape proposals. The consultation period closed on 17th March  2013, 
feedback from the public and Community Council favoured the more traditional of the two 
landscape designs under consideration – as represented in appendix 2. There was also strong 
support for the inclusion of a play area as part of the project. 
 

 

2.4 In the circumstances it is proposed to develop the favoured option to the detailed design and 
costing stage and thereafter to submit a Planning Application.  
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3.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
 

3.1 That the Committee approve the landscape proposals being proposed in respect of the Birkmyre 
Park, Port Glasgow. 
 

 

3.2 The Committee remit it to the Head of Environmental & Commercial Services to progress the 
landscape proposals to conclusion through further detailed design, producing tender documents, 
selecting tenderers and appointing the most economically advantageous tenderers. 
 

 

   
   
   
 Ian Moffat 

Head of Environmental & Commercial Services 
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BACKGROUND 
 

 4.0 

4.1 An earmarked reserves budget of £200k was allocated to the project to undertake improvement 
works to Birkmyre Park, Port Glasgow. The project is planned to take place in 2013/14. 
 

 

4.2 The bowling green site ceased to be maintained by the Council in 2004, when responsibility for 
ground maintenance and day to day management was passed to the Birkmyre Bowing Club. The 
club could not afford to maintain the environs of the wider site, so in effect much of the site was 
not maintained for 7 – 8 years. The club folded in 2007/08 and vacated the premises. The 
clubhouse was thereafter subjected to repeated acts of vandalism which culminated in it being 
burnt out in June 2008. Demolition took place shortly thereafter. Heavy machinery used in the 
demolition caused severe ruts in the surface of the ex bowling greens. 
 
Following demolition the park gates were locked preventing public access. For three years no 
maintenance of the site took place at all and it became badly overgrown. In the summer of 2011 a 
very limited ground maintenance regime was introduced - the grass areas are now cut 3 times 
per annum. This basic level of ground maintenance is intended to keep the site tidy, it is not 
intended to maintain it to a standard that would permit even general recreational use or public 
access. The site is in very poor condition and will require quite significant work to get it to a 
condition whereby it is safe enough to allow public access.  
 
In the circumstances a £200k earmarked reserves budget was allocated to landscape the ex 
bowling green site. 
 

 

4.3 In April 2012 a landscape architect was commissioned to undertake an initial feasibility study of 
the wider park environs and thereafter to produce outline design proposals for the ex bowling 
green site. The key design principles which formed part of the design brief are: 
 

 Improve the attractiveness and functionality of the bowling green space. 

 Change the shape and form of the bowling greens so that the final design does not allude 
to the site’s former use as bowling greens. 

 Reduce the steepness of the slope on the southern side of the site to aid future 
maintenance. 

 Incorporate seating areas to take advantage of the views to the north over the Clyde 
Estuary. 

 Promote access to the site by means of suitable access and egress points to ensure a 
perception of safety. 

 Any tree planting should not obscure views from neighbouring properties or other vista 
points within the park.  

 

 

4.4 Appendix 1 is the draft concept design report which was produced in early November 2012 and 
discussed with the Community Council in January 2013.  Following feedback from the Community 
Council a second landscape option was drafted – appendix 2 is a representation of the alternative 
design. It was also agreed at that time to hold a public meeting in Port Glasgow Town Hall to 
allow the public to view and comment on the proposals. The public meeting was held on 28th 
February and the consultation period held open until 17th March.   
 

 

4.5 Feedback from the public and Community Council favoured the more traditional of the two 
landscape designs under consideration – as represented in appendix 2. There was also strong 
support for the inclusion of a play area on the site. 
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5.0 PROPOSAL 

 
 

5.1 In the circumstances it is proposed to develop the favoured option to the detailed design and 
costing stage and thereafter to submit a Planning Application.  
 

 

6.0 IMPLICATIONS 
 

 

6.1 Financial      
      
Cost Centre Budget Heading Budget 

Year 
Proposed 
Spend 
this 
Report 
£’000 

Virement 
From 

Other Comments 

02441 Birkmyre Park 
Port Glasgow 

2012/13 
 
2013/14 

5 
 
195 

 Architect’s fees. 
 
Main project. 

      
      
       

 

   
6.2 Human Resources: No implications. 

 
 

6.3 Legal, Equalities and Diversity: No implications. 
 

 

6.4 Repopulation: No implications.  
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