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ADDITIONAL AGENDA  ITEM 

Report To:       Education and Communities 
Committee 

Date:          12 March 2013 

Report By:  Albert Henderson, Corporate 
Director, Education, Communities 
and Organisational Development 

Report No: EDUCOM/39/13/WB 

Contact Officer: Wilma Bain, Head of Education 

Angela Edwards, Head of Inclusive 
Education, Culture and Corporate 
Policy 

Contact No:  01475 712824 

01457 712828 

Subject: Proposal Of James Watt College To Close And Transfer Its Property And 
Rights To Clydebank College And Ayr College 

 
   
1.0 PURPOSE  
   
1.1 The purpose of this report is to present to the Education and Communities Committee 

the proposal of James Watt College to close and transfer its property and rights to 
Clydebank and Ayr Colleges. 

 

   
2.0 SUMMARY  
   
2.1 The Boards of James Watt College, Clydebank College and Reid Kerr College have 

approved the merger of the three colleges as part of the colleges regionalisation 
process.   

 

   
2.2 Subsequent to this the colleges have sought approval from Scottish Ministers to 

proceed with the formal closure of James Watt College and the transfer of the property 
and rights of this college to what are currently Clydebank College and Ayr College. The 
intention is that Clydebank College and Ayr College will later be renamed, though that 
will be subject to formal Ministerial approval at a later stage. It is understood that no 
campus closures are planned.  

 

   
2.3 Michael Russell, Cabinet Secretary for Education and Lifelong Learning, has written to 

the Council, as the Education Authority for Inverclyde, seeking its views in relation to 
the closure of the college. The letter is attached at appendix one. 

 

   
2.4 Any views which the Council has on this proposal are invited to be submitted to the 

Scottish Government by 17.00 on 4 April 2013 by emailing 
FE.enquiries@scotland.gsi.gov.uk  

 

   
2.5 The Committee is asked to grant delegated powers for the Convener, Vice Convener 

and SNP spokesperson to respond to the letter from the Cabinet Secretary. 
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3.0 RECOMMENDATIONS  
   
 It is recommended that the Education and Communities Committee grant delegated 

powers to the Convener, Vice Convener and SNP spokesperson to respond to the 
letter from the Cabinet Secretary for Education and Lifelong Learning, on behalf of  
Inverclyde Council. 

 

   
  

 
 
 
 
Albert Henderson 
Corporate Director 
Education and Communities  
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