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 Subject: Inverclyde Council’s response to the Scottish Government’s 

Consultation Document on Delivering Sustainable Flood Risk 
Management. 

 

   
 

1.0 
 
PURPOSE 

 

   
1.1 The purpose of this report is to advise Committee of Inverclyde Council’s response to the 

Scottish Government’s consultation document on Delivering Sustainable Flood Risk 
Management under the Flood Risk Management (Scotland) Act. 

 

  
 

 

2.0 SUMMARY  
   

2.1 In January 2011 the Scottish Government published a document entitled The Flood Risk 
Management (Scotland) Act; Delivering Sustainable Flood Risk Management – a consultation. 

 

   
2.2 The Scottish Government is sought to improve its understanding of the causes and 

consequences of flooding in order to deploy more sustainable approaches to tackling flood risk. 
 

   
2.3 The consultation document called for views on the new Ministerial guidance on Delivering 

Sustainable Flood Risk Management. The views were to be expressed in the form of responses 
to 19 questions set out in the consultation document. These responses were submitted to the 
Scottish Government on 18 March 2011. 

 

   
   

3.0 RECOMMENDATION  
   

3.1 That the Committee note the responses made to the questions in the consultation document.  
   
  

Ian Moffat 
Head of Environmental and Commercial Services 

 

   



 
4.0 BACKGROUND  

   
4.1 The new Ministerial guidance is intended to ensure adoption of consistent principles and 

approaches based on good practice lessons in flood risk management. 
 

   
4.2 The guidance establishes five overarching outcomes for Scotland: 

 Public funds invested in actions that protect the most vulnerable and those areas at 
greatest risk from flooding; 

 Rural and urban landscapes with space to store water and slow down the progress of 
floods; 

 Integrated urban drainage that decreases burdens on the sewer system while also 
delivering reduced flood risk and an improved water environment; 

 A well informed public who understand flood risk and the actions they can take to protect 
themselves, their property and their businesses; and 

 Flood management actions that will stand the test of time and be adaptable to future 
changes in climate. 

 

   
4.3 Guidance to support delivery of these outcomes is provided through seven themed sections that 

cover topics such as partnership working, catchment flood management and selecting 
sustainable actions. Technical guidance on appraising flood management options is also 
provided. 

 

   
5.0 PROPOSALS  

   
5.1 It is proposed that the committee notes the responses to the consultation document that were 

made in accordance with its required timescale. The consultation document can be viewed on 
the consultation pages of the Scottish Government’s website at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/01/14152758/0 

 

   
6.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS  

   
6.1 Financial: there are no financial implications at this stage   

   
 
 

 
Cost Centre Budget 

Heading 
Budget 
Year 

Proposed 
Spend this 
Report 

Virement 
From 

Other Comments 

N/A      
 
Financial Implications – Annually Recurring Costs/ (Savings) 
 
Cost Centre Budget 

Heading 
With 
Effect 
from 

Annual Net 
Impact 

Virement 
From (If 
Applicable) 

Other Comments 

N/A      
  

 

   
7.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS  

   
7.1 Legal: There are no legal implications at this stage.  

   
8.0 CONSULTATION  

   
8.1 None  

   
9.0 EQUALITIES  

   
9.1 This report has no impact on the Council’s Equality Agenda  

  
 

 



10.0 ATTACHMENTS  
   

10.1 The Flood Risk Management (Scotland) Act, Delivering Sustainable Flood Risk Management – 
a consultation 

 

   
10.2 The Flood Risk Management (Scotland) Act, Delivering Sustainable Flood Risk Management – 

a consultation, list of consultation questions and answers 
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