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 Gener al  Pur poses Boar d   
   
 Wednesday 12 May 2010 at  3 pm   

   
 Pr esent :   Councillors Ahlfeld, Blair (for Fyfe), Dorrian, Loughran (for Moran), MacLeod, 

McKenzie and Rebecchi. 
 

   
 Chai r :   Councillor Ahlfeld presided.  
   
 I n at t endance:   Mr H McNeilly (for Head of Legal & Democratic Services).  
   
 The f ol l owi ng par agr aphs ar e submi t t ed f or  i nf or mat i on onl y,  havi ng been 

deal t  wi t h under  t he power s del egat ed t o t he Boar d.  
 

   
311 Apol ogi es,  Subst i t ut i ons and Decl ar at i ons of  I n t er est  311 

   
 Apologies for absence were intimated on behalf of Councillors Brooks, Fyfe, Grieve, 

McCallum, McIlwee and Moran with Councillor Blair substituting for Councillor Fyfe and 
Councillor Loughran for Councillor Moran. 

 

   
 Councillor Ahlfeld intimated a non-financial interest prior to the commencement of the 

meeting by virtue of personal acquaintance with one of the applicants, Mr James 
Cannon. 

 

   
312 Consi der at i on of  Repor t s i n Publ i c/ Pr i vat e  312 

   
 There was submitted a report by the Head of Legal & Democratic Services on the relative 

advantages and disadvantages of hearing licence applications in public or private.  At its 
meeting on 14 April 2010 the Board had remitted to the Head of Legal & Democratic 
Services to prepare such a report. 

 

 Deci ded:   that a Special Meeting of the General Purposes Board be convened in order 
to continue consideration of the report and to allow Members who were not present to 
participate in making the decision. 

 

   
313 Houses in Multiple Occupation  313 

 Over  Pr ovi si on   
   
 There was submitted a report by the Head of Legal & Democratic Services requesting 

that the Board notes the result of the survey carried out by the Head of Legal & 
Democratic Services to ascertain the extent to which other Local Authorities have 
introduced an over provision policy for houses in multiple occupation.  At its meeting on 
10 March 2010 the Board had remitted to the Head of Legal & Democratic Services to 
bring a further report to the Board on the over provision policy operated by other 
Councils. 

 

 Deci ded:   that it be remitted to the Head of Legal and Democratic Services to provide 
to the Board (1) a map showing the locations of HMOs in Inverclyde and (2) the number 
of HMOs currently licensed in Inverclyde. 

 

   
 I t  was agr eed i n t er ms of  Se ct i on 50( A) ( 4)  of  t he Local  Gover nment  

( Scot l and)  Act  1973 as amended t hat  t he publ i c and pr ess be excl uded 
f r om t he meet i ng dur i ng consi der at i on of  t he f ol l ow i ng i t ems on t he 
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gr ounds t hat  t he busi ness i nvol ved t he l i kel y di scl osur e of  exempt  
i nf or mat i on a s def i ned i n Par agr aph 6 of  Par t  I  of  Schedul e 7( A)  of  t he 
Act .  

   
314 Appl i cat i on f or  St r eet  Tr ader ’s Li cence:  Wi l l i am Bo nner ,  East  Br east ,  

Gr eenock  
314 

   
 There was submitted a report by the Head of Legal & Democratic Services on an 

application for Street Trader’s Licence by Mr William Bonner to operate a hot food van at 
East Breast, Greenock.  At its meeting on 14 April 2010 the Board had decided to 
continue the application in order for the current licence holder to be contacted with a view 
to ascertaining her future intentions with regard to the site.  Mr McNeilly advised the 
Board that no response had been received from the current licence holder. 

 

 Deci ded:   that the application be granted subject to the condition that any vehicle, kiosk 
or moveable stall be removed from the trading location at East Breast outwith trading 
hours. 

 

   
315 Appl i cat i on f or  St r eet  Tr ader ’s Li cence:  Wi l ma Bonn er ,  East  Br east ,  

Gr eenock  
315 

   
 There was submitted a report by the Head of Legal & Democratic Services on an 

application for Street Trader’s Licence by Ms Wilma Bonner to operate a hot food van at 
East Breast, Greenock.  At its meeting on 14 April 2010 the Board had decided to 
continue the application in order for the current licence holder to be contacted with a view 
to ascertaining her future intentions with regard to the site.  Mr McNeilly advised the 
Board that no response had been received from the current licence holder. 

 

 Deci ded:   that the application be granted subject to the condition that any vehicle, kiosk 
or moveable stall be removed from the trading location at East Breast outwith trading 
hours. 

 

   
316 Appl i cat i on f or  Li cence f or  House i n Mul t i pl e Occup at i on:  Pol  St ewar t ,  

Fl at  Fi r st  Lef t ,  27 Ar dgowan Squar e,  Gr eenock  
316 

   
 There was submitted a report by the Head of Legal & Democratic Services on an 

application for licence for House in Multiple Occupation by Mr Pol Stewart for Flat First 
Left, 27 Ardgowan Square, Greenock.  At its meeting on 14 April 2010 the Board had 
decided to continue consideration of the application to allow time for the issue of the 
tenancy agreement to be resolved.  The Board heard Mr W Rice for the Head of 
Regeneration & Planning who advised that the tenancy issue had now been resolved and 
the objection had been withdrawn. 

 

 Deci ded:   that the application be granted.  
   

317 Appl i cat i on f or  Li cence f or  House i n Mul t i pl e Occup at i on:  Pol  St ewar t ,  
Mai n Door  Fl at ,  44 Newt on St r eet ,  Gr eenock  

317 

   
 There was submitted a report by the Head of Legal & Democratic Services on an 

application for licence for House in Multiple Occupation by Mr Pol Stewart for Main Door 
Flat, 44 Newton Street, Greenock.  At its meeting on 14 April 2010 the Board had 
decided to continue consideration of the application to allow time for the issue of the 
tenancy agreement to be resolved.  The Board heard Mr W Rice for the Head of 
Regeneration & Planning who advised that the tenancy issue had now been resolved and 
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the objection had been withdrawn. 
 Deci ded:   that the application be granted.  
   
   

318 Appl i cat i on f or  Li cence f or  House i n Mul t i pl e Occup at i on:  Pol  St ewar t ,  
Mai n Door  Fl at ,  37 Br i sbane St r eet ,  Gr eenock  

318 

   
 There was submitted a report by the Head of Legal & Democratic Services on an 

application for licence for House in Multiple Occupation by Mr Pol Stewart for Main Door 
Flat, 37 Brisbane Street, Greenock.  At its meeting on 14 April 2010 the Board had 
decided to continue consideration of the application to allow time for the issue of the 
tenancy agreement to be resolved.  The Board heard Mr W Rice for the Head of 
Regeneration & Planning who advised that the tenancy issue had now been resolved and 
the objection had been withdrawn. 

 

 Deci ded:   that the application be granted.  
   

319 Appl i cat i on f or  Li cence f or  House i n Mul t i pl e Occupat i on:  Pol  St ewar t ,  
Fl at  Top Lef t ,  59 Fi nnar t  St r eet ,  Gr eenock  

319 

   
 There was submitted a report by the Head of Legal & Democratic Services on an 

application for licence for House in Multiple Occupation by Mr Pol Stewart for Flat Top 
Left, 59 Finnart Street, Greenock.  At its meeting on 14 April 2010 the Board had decided 
to continue consideration of the application to allow time for the issue of the tenancy 
agreement to be resolved.  The Board heard Mr W Rice for the Head of Regeneration & 
Planning who advised that the tenancy issue had now been resolved and the objection 
had been withdrawn. 

 

 Deci ded:   that the application be granted.  
   

320 Appl i cat i on f or  Li cence f or  House i n Mul t i pl e Occup at i on:  Car ol  Bat eman,  
Basement  Fl at ,  41 Campbel l  St r eet ,  Gr eenock  

320 

   
 There was submitted a report by the Head of Legal & Democratic Services on an 

application for licence for House in Multiple Occupation by Ms Carol Bateman for 
Basement Flat, 41 Campbell Street, Greenock.  At its meeting on 10 March 2010 the 
Board had decided to continue consideration of the application and remitted it to Mr 
McNeilly to bring a further report to the Board on the over provision policy operated by 
other Councils. 

 

 Deci ded:   that a visit to the property be arranged for the purposes of fact finding and 
consideration of the application be continued to the next meeting of the Board. 

 

   
321 Appl i cat i on f or  Li cence f or  House i n Mul t i pl e Occup at i on:  John Yar r ,  

Mai n Door  Fl at ,  15 Ar dgowan Squar e,  Gr eenock  
321 

   
 There was submitted a report by the Head of Legal & Democratic Services on an 

application for licence for House in Multiple Occupation by Mr John Yarr for Main Door 
Flat, 15 Ardgowan Square, Greenock.  At its meeting on 10 March 2010 the Board had 
decided to continue consideration of the application and remitted it to Mr McNeilly to 
bring a further report to the Board on the over provision policy operated by other 
Councils.   

 

 Deci ded:   that consideration of the application be continued to the next meeting of the 
Board to allow Mr Yarr to be in attendance. 
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322 Taxi  Li cence:  James Cannon  322 

   
 Councillor Ahlfeld declared a non-financial interest by virtue of personal acquaintance 

with the applicant, vacated the Chair and left the meeting.  Councillor McKenzie took the 
Chair. 

 

 There was submitted a report by the Head of Legal & Democratic Services requesting 
that the Board considers whether or not to approve Mr Brian Stevenson as a partner for 
Mr James Cannon as holder of taxi licence No P232.  At its meeting on 14 April 2010 the 
Board had decided to continue consideration of the request in order that more 
information be obtained. 

 

 Deci ded:   that the request that Mr Brian Stevenson be approved as a partner for Mr 
James Cannon in relation to taxi licence No P232 be refused as Mr Cannon did not 
attend the hearing as requested. 

 

 Councillor Ahlfeld returned to the meeting and resumed the Chair at the conclusion of 
this item. 

 

   
323 Taxi  Li cence:  Paul  Tr aver s  323 

   
 There was submitted a report by the Head of Legal & Democratic Services requesting 

that the Board considers a request from Mr Paul Travers as the holder of taxi licence No 
P233 to enter into a partnership with a suitable person.  At its meeting on 14 April 2010 
the Board had decided to continue consideration of the request in order that more 
information be obtained. 

 

 Deci ded:   that Mr Paul Travers not be allowed to enter into a partnership with a suitable 
person in relation to taxi licence No P233 but that there was no question of the licence 
being revoked should it not be in operation due to him being ill. 

 

   
324 Appl i cat i on f or  Taxi  Dr i ver ’s Li cence:  James Pa ul  McMi l l an  324 

   
 There was submitted a report by the Head of Legal & Democratic Services on an 

application for a Taxi Driver’s Licence by Mr McMillan following receipt of a police 
objection. 

 

 Deci ded:   that the application be refused.  
   

325 Appl i cat i on f or  Taxi  Dr i ver ’s Li cence:  Chr i st op her  Qui gl ey  325 
   
 There was submitted a report by the Head of Legal & Democratic Services on an 

application for a Taxi Driver’s Licence by Mr Quigley following receipt of a police 
observation. 

 

 Deci ded:   that the application be refused.  
   

326 Appl i cat i on f or  Taxi  Dr i ver ’s Li cence:   Ger r y D ougan  326 
   
 There was submitted a report by the Head of Legal & Democratic Services on an 

application for a Taxi Driver’s Licence by Mr Dougan following receipt of a police 
objection. 

 

 Deci ded:   that the application be refused.  
   

327 Appl i cat i on f or  Lat e Hour s Cat er i ng Li cence:  R oc UK Lt d,  Cl yde Por t  
Ser vi ce St at i on,  Scar l ow St r eet ,  Por t  Gl asgow  

327 
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 There was submitted a report by the Head of Legal & Democratic Services on an 

application for a Late Hours Catering Licence by Roc UK Ltd to allow the operation of a 
take-away facility at the premises known as Clyde Port Service Station, Scarlow Street, 
Port Glasgow 24 hours a day from Monday to Sunday.  The Board heard Ms Caroline 
Louden from Lindsays, Solicitors. 

 

 Deci ded:   
 (1) that the application be granted Mondays to Sundays 24 hours a day for hot drinks 

and cold food only; 
 

 (2) that all reasonable steps be taken to control litter.  
   

328 Appl i cat i on f or  Taxi / Pr i vat e Hi r e Booki ng Of f i ce Li cence:   Ri ver  Cl yde 
Taxi s Lt d,  45 East  Hami l t on St r eet ,  Gr eenock  

328 

   
 Mr McNeilly advised the Board that the application had been withdrawn.  

 


